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Final Exam Review
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Composition 1301

Part I: Mark “F” for fragment, “RO” for run-on, “CS” for comma  

        splice, or “C” for correct.

1. We should have seen trouble on the horizon, instead, we chose to ignore the signs._______

2. Sometimes I think I never really knew my father; he seemed reluctant to show me who he really was._________

3. Even though the field had been destroyed.________

4. All of us including my mother were sick.________

5. For some strange reason. I don’t remember feeling sad.______

6. No matter what happens. I think one has to remain hopeful._________
7. I would have to say that the greatest disappointment in my life occurred when I was seven years old.________

8. Sometimes my mind flashes back to those moments when I first started marathon running; I’d wake up at four o’clock each morning and dash out the door for my daily five-mile jog._________

9. If we had only considered one thing.________

10. Drive carefully, be careful.____________

Directions:  Mark “T” for true of “F” for false.

1. Use parentheses to separate material from the main body of a sentence or paragraph.__________

2. You do not need parenthesis to highlight listed numbers or letters__________

3. Use parenthesis in MLA and APA documentation._______

4. When setting off an acronym with parenthesis, place the acronym in parenthesis first; then spell out the entire word.______

5. When you have a complete sentence in parenthesis, place the punctuation outside the parenthesis.______

6. Never use punctuation before parenthesis in the middle of sentences._______

7. As a general rule, never rely too heavily on parenthesis._______

8. In general, brackets have more specialized uses than parenthesis.______

9. Brackets are used mainly in direct quotations._______

10. Use also use brackets to acknowledge errors that occur in quoted material.

Directions:  Mark “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.

11. The (SAT) Scholastic Aptitude Test is a college entrance exam.____

12. Although the wind storm seemed severe, (a category 3) scientists were surprised by the minimal amount of damage.______

13. The city had been devastated by the hurricane. (Some buildings had been virtually wiped off the map.)______

14. “The director (Jonathon Demme) showed flashes of brilliance in his new feature film.”______

15. The sign read, “We except no checks.”________

Directions: Mark “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.

1. Use em dashes when you want to deemphasize an idea.________

2. A writer may use an pair of em dashes to insert information into a sentence._________

3. Writers often use em dashes to indicate that dialogue has broken off suddenly._________

4. Dashes and hyphens have the purpose.__________

5. As a general rule, use em dashes infrequently.________

6. Use en dashes to connect words and numbers.________

7. An em dash is the length of an n________

8. Use en dashes to connect words and numbers.________

9. Use em dashes to indicate time is continuing._______

10. Use en dashes to connect complicated compound expressions._______

Directions: Mark T for true or F for false.

1. Hyphenate all words beginning with the prefixes all-, self-, and ex-______

2. Use hyphens to write out numbers from twenty-one through ninety-nine._____

3. It is unnecessary to use hyphens to link some compound nouns and verbs.________

4. Use hyphens for words that modify before the noun._____

5. Do not use hyphens for modifiers after nouns.________

6. Do not use hyphens with adverbs that end in –ly__________

Part II:  Completion
11. A sentence contains three things: a _________, verb, and predicate.

12. In college writing, most sentence fragments occur when the writer forgets to include the ______________in the sentence.

13. The although at the beginning of sentence indicates that the writer needs a_____________at the end of the clause not a period.
14. Two sentences without any punctuation between them is called a____________.

15. Two sentences with only a comma between them is called a__________.

16. Generally, there are two ways to correct a comma splice.  First, the writer can use a___________and a capital letter.  Or, the writer could use a _____________if the two clauses are related.

17. In general, most paragraphs in college writing are between_________sentences in length.

18. The most interesting sentence of an introduction should be your__________sentence, known as the topic sentence.

19. The last sentence of your introduction is referred to as a__________statement or main idea.

20. In each body paragraph, a writer should develop ___________idea. 

21. The first sentence of a body paragraph is called a________sentence.

22. Sentences 2-4 in a body paragraph contain mainly _____________.

23. The purpose of a closing sentence in a body paragraph is to____________________________________________________________.

24. In many respects, the _____________sentence and the____________sentence are similar in that they repeat much of the same information and ideas.

25. When arguing effectively, a writer should handle information________, quote___________from your sources, ___________objections, ________civilly,__________be_______________, and use ___________appeals sparingly.

26. Attacking a person’s character is known as _________________. 

27. If a person’s bases a conclusion on bad evidence, they are making a _____________generalization.  

28. If we attribute a result to the wrong reason, there is an error in __________connections.

29. Arguments that seem like dominoes (one effect resulting from the other) are called_____________________arguments.

30. A person who erroneously compares one thing to another is an example of ______________analogies.

31. If a person claims something based on prior evidence, then he or she is guilty of_____________________the question.  

Part III:  Use sentences 1-5 to answer the questions related to revision and editing.

1. It couldn’t have been a more disappointing day.

2. He was probably the most influential person I had met.

3. Depending on the outcome of the game.

4. We should have listened to him, instead we listened only to ourselves.

5. Could it have gotten any worse?
32. In sentence #1, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

_______________________________________________________________

33. In sentence #2, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

_______________________________________________________________

34. In sentence #3, what does the writer need to add?

________________________________________________________________

35. In sentence #4, what does the writer need to add?

________________________________________________________________

36. In sentence #5, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

__________________________________________________________________

Part IV:  Use the paragraph below to answer the questions for  

          paragraph revisions.

(1)She was about the same.  (2) She still had the same hair style and her face hadn’t even wrinkled.  (3)  Not until she spoke did I finally realize that something awful had happened since I last saw her (4) The dry, raspy words barely crawled from throat, and as she finished, her slight cough indicated that she might be suffering from cancer.  (5) I felt so sad.
37. After reading this paragraph, which 3 sentences need more detail for added clarity and creativity?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

38. Which sentences need word revisions?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part IV:  Read the poem below and then answer the question that follows.  

Dream Deferred
.

	Dreams 
	

	by Langston Hughes 

	

	Hold fast to dreams 


For if dreams die


Life is a broken-winged bird


That cannot fly.


Hold fast to dreams


For when dreams go


Life is a barren field


Frozen with snow.


Question:  The poem asks us to “hold fast” to our dreams, because without them, life is bleak and hopeless.  With this notion in mind, describe the dream that gives your life meaning and hope.  (Minimum of 350 words)
Answer:  

1. Highlight and label your topic sentences. 
2. Highlight and label your thesis statement.

3. Highlight and label body paragraph details.

4. Highlight and label your closing sentences.  

5. Write the word count at the bottom of your paper (minimum 350 words required)

6. Make sure that you proofread your work before placing the final copy in your folder for grading.

