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Composition 1301
100 Questions
Part I: Mark “A” for fragment, “B” for run-on, “C” for comma  

            splice, or “D” for correct.

1. We should have seen trouble on the horizon, but we chose to ignore the signs.
2. Sometimes I think I never really knew my father, he seemed reluctant to show me who he really was.
3. The field had been destroyed we wept bitterly.
4. All of us including my mother were sick.
5. For some strange reason, I don’t remember feeling sad.
6. No matter what happens, one has to remain hopeful.
7. I would have to say. That the greatest disappointment in my life occurred when I was seven years old.
8. Sometimes my mind flashes back to those moments when I first started marathon running I’d wake up at four o’clock each morning and dash out the door for my daily five-mile jog.
9. We had only considered one thing.
10. Drive carefully, and be careful.
11. Whether we had succeeded or not. We felt proud of ourselves.
12. When things sometimes turn ugly (because they will).  We should remain calm.
13. Moments of crisis test our courage.
14. Our lives were transformed in that one moment; we would never be the same again.
15. Considering the importance of the situation.  We seemed rather calm.
16. I’d always wanted. To see that movie.
17. He’d earned a reputation for using hardball tactics I took great pains to avoid him.
18. We’d heard about his infamous heist, he had managed to swindle the federal government out of a cool 100 million dollars.
19. What do I remember most I think my twenty-first birthday stands out as the memorable moment in my life.
20. The dishes toppled over onto the floor.  All of the blood drained from my face.
Directions:  Select the correct answer.
21. Use parentheses to__________material from the main body of a sentence or paragraph.
A. separate

B. enclose

C. eliminate

D. none of these

22. You need parenthesis for all of the following except
A. numbers enumerating a list

B. parenthetical citations

C. indicating the speaker in a quotation

D. extra information.

23. Parenthesis in MLA and APA documentation

A. give credit to the original author

B. appear at the end of the sentence

C. are critical to avoid plagiarism

D. All of the above

24. When setting off an acronym with parenthesis,
A. we should not be concerned about the placement of acronym

B. we should place the acronym after spelling the word out

C. we should place the acronym first and then spell the word out

D. do none of these things listed above

25. When you have a complete sentence in parenthesis, 
A. you should place the punctuation inside of the parenthesis

B. you should place the punctuation outside of the parenthesis

C. you should omit any punctuation

D. none of these

26. When a writer uses punctuation with parenthesis, he or she should remember
A. to place the punctuation before the parenthesis

B. to place the punctuation after the parenthesis

C. to omit any punctuation

D. none of these

27. As a general rule, 
A. writers should feel free to use parenthesis as often as they want

B. writers should use parenthesis sparingly

C. writers should never use parenthesis

D. none of these

28. In general, 
A. parenthesis and brackets are used to add extra information

B. parenthesis and brackets are both used for quotations

C. parenthesis and brackets are both used to indicate lapses in grammar

D. parenthesis and brackets are virtually the same

29. Brackets differ from parenthesis in all of the following ways except:

A. They are used mainly in quotations

B. They are used to indicate lapses in grammar

C. They are used to indicate omissions in quotations

D. They are used to add extra information.

30. What is the correct way to indicate errors in grammar?
A. (SIC)

B. [sic]

C. [SIC]

D. (sic)

Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

31. According to the American Medical Association, (AMA) is a college entrance exam.____

32. Houston, Texas [1.5 million] is a major metropolitan city. ______

33. “Virtually everything had been destroyed (…)”_____
34. “The candidate [Strom Thurmond] showed flashes of brilliance in his new feature film.”______

35. “I’m [SIC] gonna win this one for mom.”___________
36. I’ve made a lot of mistakes in my life (listening to my best friend being one of them.)_______
37. Who knows where we’ll be (maybe in another country, or at another job).

Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

38. Use em and en dashes when you want to emphasize an idea.________

39. A writer may use an pair of en dashes to insert information into a sentence._________

40. Em dashes are considered “short” dashes.______

41. En  dashes are considered “short” dashes.______

42. Writers often use en dashes to indicate that dialogue has broken off suddenly._________

43. Dashes and hyphens have unique purposes.__________

44. As a general rule, use em dashes infrequently when you want to emphasize a sentence’s point.________

45. Use en dashes to connect words and numbers.________

46. An em dash is the length of an m________

47. Use en dashes to connect words and numbers.________

48. Use em dashes to indicate time is continuing._______

49. Use en dashes to connect complicated compound expressions._______

Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.
50. Clinton’s presidency (1992-2000) revolutionized welfare as we know it today._______

51. We had reached the point that all players dread-the point of no return._____

52. While twenty—five people registered for class, on two remained three weeks later._______

53. From 5-6 p.m. today, we will be offering tutorial sessions.________

54. Strange as it seemed—and it did seem quite strange—we didn’t want our relationship to end just yet._________

Directions:  Select the correct answer

55. Hyphenate all words beginning with the prefixes
A. all- 
B. self 

C. ex-

D. all of the above

56. Use hyphens to write out numbers from 
A. 16-99

B. 20-99

C. 21-99

D. All of these

57. It is unnecessary to use hyphens 
A. in place of dashes

B. to link all compound nouns

C. for all numbers

D. all of the above

58. Use hyphens for words 
A. that modify after the noun

B. that modify before the noun.
C. that don’t modify

D. none of these

59. Do not use hyphens 

A. with words that modify after the noun

B. with words ending in –ly

C. both A and B

D. None of the above
Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

60. The well-worn path led to grandmother’s house.

61. The path looked well-worn.

62. The beautifully-drawn picture won first prize.

63. The self-guiding missile system destroyed its target.

64. The movie pre-view lasted 15 minutes.  

65. The all-encompassing fence looked ominous.

66. We had an up all night study habit.

67. The red-faced candidate declined to answer anymore questions.

68. The slowly-moving vehicle was a prime target.

69. The attack was slow-paced.

70. I’d experienced an earth-shattering moment.

Directions:  Select the correct answer
71. A sentence contains 

A. Subject and verb
B. Verb and predicate

C. Predicate

D. Subject, verb, and predicate
72. In college writing 

A. Most fragments occur when students forget the subject.
B. Most fragments occur when students forget the verb

C. Fragments rarely occur

D. None of these

73. Sentences that begin with prepositions, such as before, although, and if  usually take
A. commas at the end of the clause

B. no punctuation at the end of the clause

C. a period or semicolon at the end of the clause

D. none of these

74. A run-on sentence occurs when a writer
A. places a comma between two independent clauses

B. forgets the predicate in his or her sentence

C. forgets the subject in his or sentence

D. none of these

75. Comma splices occur when 
A. a sentence has a comma

B. two sentences are missing punctuation

C. a sentence is missing verb tense

D. none of these

76. All of the following are ways to correct a comma splice except
A. comma and conjunction

B. period and a capital letter

C. semicolon and capital letter

D. semicolon between two related sentences

77. In general,
A. most paragraphs contain topic sentences

B. most paragraphs are between 3-7 sentences in length

C. most paragraphs contain supporting details

D. all of the above
78. The main purpose of an introductory sentence in a composition is to
A. introduce the topic

B. interest the reader to read on in the paper

C. support previous points

D. introduce a second or third point

79. All of the following are true about a closing sentence except
A. it restates the topic sentence word-for-word
B. it  restates the main idea introduced by the topic sentence

C. it introduces a completely new idea

D. none of these

80. In each body paragraph, 
A.  Writers can introduce multiple ideas

B. Writers should develop one idea per paragraph

C. Writers should avoid developing a single idea

D. None of these 

81. The purpose of a topic sentence is

A. to merely restate the thesis statement.

B. to merely close a paragraph

C. to merely state a paragraph’s idea

D. to merely state several ideas.

82. All of the following function primarily as supporting details in paragraph except
A. Sentence 1

B. Sentence 2

C. Sentence 3

D. Sentences 4-5
83. Closing sentences function primarily as
A. introductory statements

B. restatements of the thesis statement

C. restatements of topic sentences

D.  all of the above
Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

84. When arguing effectively, a writer should handle information haphazardly. 

85. It is permissible to use sources as long as quotations and proper documentation are used.

86.  Parenthesis are used as documentation marks. 

87. A writer should maintain a professional tone in an argumentative essay. 
88. If I call the President a “big, dumb idiot,” I am guilty of begging the issue.
89. If I determine that the earth revolves around the sun because of the daily sunrises, I am guilty of an error in causal relationships.
90. If I declare that all blond-haired instructors are dangerous because of one bad experience I am guilty of a hasty generalization.
91. A person who compares the death penalty to pest control is guilty of a faulty analogy.  

Part III:  Use sentences 1-5 to answer the questions related to revision and editing.

1. They had developed a narrow sense of right and wrong.
2. Hopefully, we wouldn’t need another tutorial session.
3. Depending on the grade we received, we could apply for graduate school, nothing was guaranteed. 
4. While none of us seemed upset.  A cool, steady feeling of uneasiness remained.
5. Whether it was the weather or the general stress of the situation.  None of us felt like working that day.
92. In sentence #1, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

A. narrow

B. sense

C. and

D. the sentence is correct
93. In sentence #2, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

A. hopefully and wouldn’t
B. need and tutorial

C. session

D. word not listed in answer
94. In sentence #3, what does the writer need to add?

A. Semicolon

B. Period

C. Comma and conjunction

D. Either A or C
95. In sentence #4, what does the writer need to add?

A. semicolon

B. comma

C. comma and conjunction

D. nothing
96. In sentence #5, what does the writer need to revise?
A. the comma splice and vague word choice

B. the fragment and vague word choice

C. vague words only

D. nothing

Part IV:  Use the paragraph below to answer the questions for  

          paragraph revisions.

(1)She looked about the same.  (2) She still had the same hair style, her face hadn’t even wrinkled.  (3)  Not until she spoke did I finally realize that something awful had happened. Since I last saw her. (4) The dry, raspy words were unnerving her slight cough indicated that she might be suffering from cancer.  (5) Her appearance brought tears to my eyes.
97. After reading this paragraph, how would you change sentence #1?
A. eliminate vague words

B. eliminate the sentence fragment

C. add a comma

D. nothing

98. How would you revise sentence #2?

A. eliminate vague words

B. eliminate the comma splice

C. eliminate negative contraction

D. both B and C

99. How would you revise sentence #3?

A. eliminate vague word choice

B. eliminate sentence fragment

C. eliminate run-on

D. Both B and C

100. How would you revise sentence #4?
A. eliminate coma splice

B. eliminate fragment

C. eliminate vague words

D. eliminate vague words and run-on

