The Argumentative Essay:  Writing Conclusions
Introduction for a Causal Argument

(Topic Sentence) With each pitch, avid major league baseball fans hold their breath in anticipation, waiting for the one moment when their hometown hero sends the opposing pitcher’s offering over the left field fence.  (Details) While rooting for the home team is a time-honored tradition in baseball, nobody is cheering the price of a ticket to its games.  In baseball stadiums across America, ticket prices have quietly crept upward like a rising homerun.  What factors have caused this price pinch at the turnstile? (Thesis) The culprits appear to be lavish player contracts and the rising costs of building expensive, state-of-the art stadiums for our beloved hometown heroes. 

Main Points in Body Paragraphs

*Owners are not simply greedy

*Ball players do not receive reasonable salaries

*Inflation and cost of living aren’t factors in the increase.  

*Real problem is player contracts and stadium construction costs

Conclusion for an Argumentative Essay
(Thesis + Main Points from Body Paragraphs + Memorable Last Sentence)

America’s favorite past time still thrills and excites spectators like it always has.  Towering homeruns leave fans in awe, pitchers’ duels still make our hearts race, and the frenzy over baseball’s majestic pennant race keep us coming back to our parks and stadiums with the hope of witnessing a magical moment.  Yet, the price we spectators have become expected to pay to enjoy our most beloved past time has stolen some of baseball’s majesty.  Who’s to blame for all of this?  (Main Points) No, we can’t exactly point our fingers at the “greedy” owners, and we shouldn’t buy the line about the simple ebb and flow of baseball economics.  Nor should we naively swallow the excuse of inflation and the normal rise in the cost of living.  (Thesis) The real factors in baseball’s big ticket bonanza these days boils down to two simple factors:  (1) players who have twisted the fan’s desire for heroism into earning huge contracts for themselves and (2) a luxurious stadium pad in which to play.  
