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Part I: select the correct answer

1. A complete sentence is 

a. subject 
b. subject, verb, and a predicate

c. predicate

d. none of these

2. Words such as because, although, even though, and while always need 

a. commas at the end of the clause

b. periods at the end of the clause

c. question marks
d. both A and C

3. The most interesting sentence in an introduction 

a. the supporting sentence
b. the thesis sentence

c. both A and B

d. none of these

4. In a narrative, the topic sentence indicates
a. the topic

b. background information on the topic

c. Both A and C
d. none of these

Directions:  Mark “A” if the sentence is correct, “B” if it is incorrect.

5. We were forced to move because we violated the lease.

6. Frustrating as it was, we managed to find a seat.

7. We hadn’t eaten yet; thus, we drove to Luby’s.
8. Although we were exhausted from the long run, we were excited.
9.  Hoping for the best, we crossed our fingers; then we all closed our eyes and jumped.
Directions:  Multiple-choice questions over “Theme for English B”

10. The student in the poem
a.  struggles with the question of racism
b.  questions his instructor who is white

c. knows that he will be different and the same as his instructor
d. all of the above
11. The teacher and the student share
A. Nothing in common
B. Many of the same likes and dislikes

C. Many of the same experiences in life

D. The same background

12. It would be accurate to claim that the student feels
A. superior to the instructor

B. inferior to the instructor

C. equal and connected to the instructor

D. Both A and B
13. Black and white imagery appears in 

A. the main characters in the poem

B. the symbolism of pencil and paper

C. the city of Harlem and the school

D. All of the above

14. Basically, the poem teaches us that
A. we are separate from each other
B. our identity is created by other people
C. others have no impact on who we are

D. none of the above

Directions: Select the correct answer
15. Two complete sentences can be combined with


A. a comma only


B. a comma and a semicolon


C. a semicolon


D. a semicolon or a comma and a conjunction

16. A definition of a comma splice would be


A. Two sentences without any punctuation


B.  Two sentences with a semicolon between them


C.  Two sentences with a comma between them


D.  None of the above

17. There are usually between __________sentences in each paragraph


A. 3


B. 2


C. 1

D. none of these

18. Sentences ________usually contain  details that support the first sentence.


A. 1-2


B. 2-4


C. 5-7

D. none of these
19. The final sentence in a paragraph is called the _________sentence, which usually restates the first sentence with different words.


A. introduction


B. topic


C. closing


D. thesis

Directions: Mark “A” for comma splice, “B” for run-on or “C”   

                  for correct 

20. Although we had lost, we had won a moral victory we were proud.
21. Looking for some consolation, we turned to our parents whose advice was to simply remain calm.
22. We had done the impossible: We had defeated our cross-town rival.

23. Cover your windshield!  Otherwise the sun will cook your car’s interior.

24. Even though we had taken second place in the tournament, we still felt disappointed; I guess we all expected more from ourselves.

25. Actually, when look back on that day, I don’t remember all of the details, the only thing I remember is how much fun we had.  

Directions:  Mark “A for correct or “B” for incorrect.    

26. Pronouns are words that take the place of specific places, people, or things.

27. Pronouns are words such as he, she, that, this, these, or those.

28. In the sentence, Jill demanded the clerk speak to her, Jill is the antecedent and demanded is the pronoun.
29. In the sentence, Walmart has its headquarters in Arkansas, “its” is the pronoun and “Walmart” is the antecedent.
30. In the sentence, The workers protested their working conditions, the workers are the pronoun and their is the antecedent.
31. Vague sentences sometimes contain pronouns without antecedents.

32. Pronouns such as that, this, these, and those are typical words that never need an antecedent.

Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.
33. Each person seem nervous.
34.  Everyone rides together in the same vehicle.
35. Everything look strange to me.
36.  “Someone needs to clean the floor,” he shouted.
37.  All of the content were on the floor.
38.  All of the pizzas has been cut.
39. Either John or Steve needs to wash the car.
40.  A few of them were denying the accusation.
41.  Many of the runners looks tired.
42. Several of the tourists becomes sick at this point.
Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.
43. Give that to him and I.

44. Between you and me, I think he’s lost his marbles.

45. Give that to her and him.

46. All I have to say is we school teachers need to support each other.

47. All I have to say is all of us guys are in a lot of trouble.

48. He’s a lot smarter than I am.

49. She’s is as advanced as them.

50. Among us guys, Steven was the rowdiest.

51. For him, the most disappointing part of the program was the conclusion.

Directions:  Select the correct answer  
52. In the story Witness, a witness can be 
A. a verb

B. a noun

C. a noun and a verb
D. none of these

53.   The woman who witnessed Dubus’s accident affects him by
A. forcing him to recite all of the same details

B. forcing him to look honestly at the experience

C. forcing him to forget about the experience

D. none of these

54. In the story Witness, Dubus probably uses self-reflection to 
A. uncover his true feelings about the accident

B. move the reader closer to his experience

C. both A and B

D. only B

55.   More than likely, Dubus wrote the story to
A. put the experience of the accident behind him

B. have the reader witness the accident

C. show his assailant the effects of the accident

D. all of the above
56.  The story ends on a 


A. happy note


B. sad, flat note


C. upbeat, optimistic note


D. Both A and B
Directions: Select the correct answer
57. Good sentences usually contain
A. simple, clear ideas

B. simple, weak verbs

C. added complexity

D. none of these

58.  In the sentence, This is a strong leader, the writer needs
A. more simplicity

B. to use a stronger verb

C. an antecedent

D. none of these
59.  In the sentence, We gave the order, the writer should
A. change from passive to active voice

B. change from active to passive voice

C. use a stronger verb

D. none of these
60. In the sentence, The sun burned brightly, the writer should
A. add more detail

B. use stronger verbs

C. eliminate the expletive

D. all of the above
61. The sentence, In trying to help in this dire situation, we did all we could, suffers from
A. too many prepositions

B. weak verbs

C. poor details

D. none of the above

62.  In the sentence, He looked strict, the writer makes the mistake of
A. Poor details

B. Added complexity

C. Weak verbs

D. None of the above
63.  In the sentence, My new car had automatic locks, the writer should 
A. eliminate the expletive

B. shorten the sentence

C. make no changes

D. none of the above
64.  Sentences containing too many words such as that, these, those, or this have too many 
A. Demonstrative pronouns

B. Personal pronouns

C. Relative pronouns

D. None of these

Directions:  Mark “A” for true or “B” for false.
65.  In Where I Come From, the author identifies herself as Indian.
66.  In Where I Come From, the author has a flattering impression of western women. 

67.  In Where I Come From, the author embraces the idea of a monochrome society.
68.  In Where I Come From, the author believes that modern women are stronger than Indian women of the past.
69. In Where I Come From, the author views modern women as delicate, fragile creatures.
70. In the essay, the author appears to have a primarily bi-cultural outlook.
71. One criticism of Rapaille’s psychological theory is that it weakens the image of women as survivors.
Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.   

72. A paragraph should strive for disorder. 
73. All sentences should relate to the thesis statement.
74. All paragraph should support the writer’s thesis statement.
75. Most paragraphs should contain 3-7 sentences.
76. Words such as although, consequently, however, likewise, moreover, and nevertheless are called transitions.
77. Repeated grammatical structures are parallel structures.

78.  An introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion refer to an essay’s details.
79.  Paragraphs that seem long should remain the same.
80. As a rule save one-sentence paragraphs for dialogue.  
81.   Paragraphs usually support one central idea.
Directions:  Select the correct answer
82. The aspect making Patel’s essay seem more like a speech is

A. the formal grammar of the essay

B. the heavy use of the personal pronoun “I”

C. the scholarly references to authors

D. the video news clips he references

83. More than likely, the intended audience for Patel’s essay is

A. fellow Muslims

B. concerned Christians
C. all religious people
D. none of the above
84. By referencing the many religious scholars in his work, Patel

A. limits his essay
B. sounds like a religious fanatic

C. adds no credibility to his concerns

D. none of the above
85. In this essay, the word nurturing most likely means

A. caring

B. attacking

C. influencing

D. harming

86. The major idea of Patel’s essay seems to be

A. Institutions create chaos
B. Identities create institutions

C. Institutions have no effect on us

D. None of the above
Directions: Mark A for true or B for false after each statement.

87. Use semicolons when you need to combine two or more related sentences.
88. In general, combine dependent and independent clauses with a semicolon.
88.  A comma and a coordinating conjunction can be alternative to a period.
89. In general, a writer should use semicolons to indicate items in a series on a long list.
90. In certain cases, a writer should use a colon to introduce a quotation.
91. As a rule, a writer should use colons to indicate emphasis in a sentence.
92. Use colons to direct readers to examples, explanations, and significant words and phrases.
93. Colons can be used for dramatic purposes, such as a short pause.
Directions:  Mark A for true or B for false after each statement.
94. Someone who is vertically challenged is an example of a euphemism.
95.  Someone who is as fast as a race car is an example of a jargon.
96.  Someone who uses the word pop is a person with Northern slang.
97.  A country’s flag is a piece of cloth, a connotative symbol.
98. The pride a flag represents is its connotation.

99.    Y’all is an example of regional dialect.
100.   Referring to someone as elderly is age bias.
100. Referring to someone as old is age bias.  
Part II: Essay Examination

      Directions:  Read the poem below and then answer the question that follows.  

Dream Deferred
What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.
Or does it explode?

Question:  The poem asks us to consider the impact of unfulfilled dreams in our lives.  Describe a time in your life when you experienced disappointment.  

Answer:  

1. Highlight and label your topic sentences. 

2. Highlight and label your thesis statement.

3. Highlight and label body paragraph details.

4. Highlight and label your closing sentences.  

5. Write the word count at the bottom of your paper (minimum 350 words required)

6. Make sure that you proofread your work before placing the final copy in your folder for grading.













