______________Name

______________Date

Quiz #6

Semicolons, Colons, and A Letter to America
Part I:  Mark T for true or F for false after each statement
1. Use semicolon when you need punctuation stronger than a period but weaker than a comma. ________

2. Use semicolons to join dependent and independent clauses._____

3. You don’t need a semicolon in front of coordinating conjunctions such as for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. _________

4. In general, use semicolons to separate clauses, phrases, and items in a series that might be confusing if commas alone were used to mark boundaries.__________

5. In general, use semicolons to introduce quotations.________

6. As a rule, place semicolons outside quotation marks._______

7. Use colons to direct readers to examples, explanations, and significant words and phrases.__________

8. Colons can be used after linking verbs. _______
9. Colons can be used to readers to lists.________

10. Colons can be used separate two sentences when the second sentence refers to the first.________

Part II:  If the sentence needs a semicolon, write semicolon.  If the 

             sentence requires a colon, write colon.  If the sentence requires 

             neither form of punctuation, write nothing.

11. We watched as the team lined up for practice the squad leader, a burly young man, barked out orders to begin.______________
12.  The one thing that makes a birthday special the cake._________

13.   The movie everyone remembers is: Titanic.________

14.   We had hoped to see more films; such as a few more documentaries.__________

15.   Jane screamed:  “I need your help!”__________

16.   My brothers and I have held odd jobs over the years; my twin brother worked as a pizza cutter, my oldest brother, Steve, drew blood on patients in a hospital lab, and my brother, Daniel, the youngest in our family, walked our neighbor’s dogs until a German Sheppard cut short his career. ___________

Part III:  A Letter to America

17. In “Letter to America,” the allusions in the story are important to the author because they represent

A. The America she once knew and loved

B. The America she wants to know

C. The America she still loves

D. None of these

18. The form of the essay as a letter gives the author freedom to
A. Write as much as she would like

B. Write in a more neighborly-sounding tone

C. Document and support all of her claims

D. None of these

19. The form of the essay as a letter limits the author’s freedom to

A. Write as much as she would like

B. Write in a more neighborly-sounding tone

C. Document and support all of her claims

D. Both A and D

20. The tone in the essay shifts from a

A. concerned, frightened tone to a pleasant one.

B. A  pleasant tone to a concerned, frightened one.

C. A critical tone to a humorous one.

D. None of these

Part IV: Complete each statement with the correct word.  

1. A paragraph should have_____________.

2. All sentences should__________________to each other.

3. All paragraph should have____________sentences.

4. All paragraphs should have paragraph___________.

5. Words such as although, consequently, however, likewise, moreover, and nevertheless are called_____________.

6. Repeated grammatical structures are__________structures.

7. A common composition arrangement is ____________, body, and____________.

8. As a rule, students should __________ long paragraphs.

9. As a rule, students should __________one-sentence or two-sentence paragraphs.

10.   Generally, a paragraph contains _______major idea.

Part II: Multiple choice

11. The aspect making Patel’s essay seem more like a speech is

A. the formal grammar of the essay

B. the heavy use of the personal pronoun “I”

C. the scholarly references to authors

D. the video news clips he references

12. More than likely, the intended audience for Patel’s essay is

A. only fellow Muslims

B. mainly concerned Muslims

C. all concerned religious leaders

D. only religious people

13. By referencing the many religious scholars in his work, Patel

A. avoids sounding like a squeaky wheel

B. sounds like a religious fanatic

C. adds credibility to his concerns

D. both A and C

14. In this essay, the word nurturing most likely means

A. caring

B. attacking

C. influencing

D. harming

15. The major idea of Patel’s essay seems to be

A. Institutions create identities

B. Identities create institutions

C. Institutions have no effect on us

               Identities are products of our own
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