_______________Name

_______________Date

Final Exam 
Composition 1301 

Fall 2007
Directions: Mark “A” for true or “B” for false

1. A complete sentence is a subject, verb, and predicate.

2. Words such as because, although, even though, and while always need semicolons at the end of the phrase.

3. The most interesting sentence in an introduction is usually the topic sentence.

4. The experience to be described in a narrative is the concluding sentence.

Directions:  Mark “A” if the sentence is correct, “B” if it is incorrect.

5. Although we missed our chance to travel; we didn’t regret anything.

6. We wanted to visit Monterrey, Mexico, instead, we saw Mexico City.

7. Because a thin margin divided the presidential candidates in Mexico. Many suspect foul play.

8. I was absent last week, what did I miss?

9. Even though I wanted to visit them, I had to work; unfortunately, that’s just the way life works.

10.  While none of us looked upset, I could sense something was wrong, no one said anything for an hour.

Directions:  Multiple-choice questions over “Theme for English B”

11. The student in the poem

a. seems hostile 

b. seems resentful

c. seems somewhat confused about himself

d. seems to feel inferior 

12. The teacher basically represents
A. White society of the 1950’s
B. Only educators in general

C. The disenfranchised

D. None of these

13. It would be inaccurate to claim that 
A. The teacher and student share nothing in common

B. The teacher and student hate each other

C. The teacher and student have a complete understanding of themselves

D. All of the above

14. The metaphor of a composition (white paper with black pencil)
A. Refers to the idea of the teacher and student’s differences

B. Refers to the idea of the teacher and student’s inseparability

C. Refers to the idea of the teacher and student’s indifference

D. None of these

15.  One of the themes of the poem is
A. The need for friendship

B. The need for strength

C. The need to know who we are

D. None of these

Directions: Mark “A” for true or “B” for false
16. Using a comma to combine two independent sentences is always an option.
17.   Using a semicolon to combine one independent sentence with a dependent clause is always an option.
18. Coordinating conjunctions by themselves are enough to combine two independent sentences.

19.   Semicolons can be used to combine items in a long list.

20. If a writer repeats the same word several times in a paragraph, he or she probably needs to use sentence combining.

21.   Paragraphs that contain more than seven sentences need to be broken up into two separate paragraphs.
22.  Using a quotation as a topic sentence is generally acceptable.

23.  Using words such as this, these, or those without an antecedent is generally acceptable.

24.  Thesis statements usually appear as the second sentence of a paragraph.

25.  Sentences containing paragraph details normally support the topic sentence.

26.  In general, a writer develops a paragraph with 2-3 sentences.

27.  A thesis statement usually is the first sentence in the introduction.
Directions: Mark “A” for comma splice, “B” for run-on or “C”   

                   for fragment 

28.  We’d like to help if we could; however, if you don’t want us to interfere; we’ll mind our own business.
29. If you really consider the impact of the elections on Friday; you’d realize that we have just witnessed something truly historical.

30.  Maybe we should wait before we call she might be busy.

31.  Maybe we should wait before we call, he might be busy.

32.  Depending on the outcome; we’ll make our decision.

Directions:  Mark “A for correct or “B” for incorrect.    

33.  He is stronger than me.

34.  Between you and I, I think we might need some help.

35.  Send the applicant to I.

36.  The gift was for you and me.

37.  The workers look as though they have seen a ghost.

38.  We students need to stand up for ourselves.
39.  All of us waiters should form a union.

40.  You and me should go to the store.

41. I and you should go to the store together.
Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.
42. Each person walks differently.
43. Everyone on the team was upset.
44. Everything—the sun, the moon, the stars—look beautiful.
45. “All of us needs to clean the floor,” he shouted.

46. All of the particles of dust was on the table.

47. All of the players—John, Steve, and Martin—have been notified.

48.Either John or Steve needs to wash the car.

49. A few of us guys were denying the accusation.

50. Many of us are shorter than them. 

51.Several of the tourists become sick at this point.

Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

52. Give that to me and him.

53. Between you and him, I think you have the edge.
54.Give that to her and him.
55. All I have to say is that all of we school teachers need to support each other.

56. All I have to say is that all of us ladies are in a lot of trouble.

57. He’s a lot smarter than we.

58. She’s is as advanced as we.

59. Among us guys, Steven was the rowdiest.

60. For him, the most disappointing part of the program was the conclusion.

Directions:  Select the correct answer  

61. In the story Witness, 
a. Dubus seems upbeat an hopeful most of the time

b. Dubus seems disappointed by his recollection of the experience

c. Dubus seems disgusted by his recollection of the experience

d. None of these
62.   The event that probably encouraged Dubus to write this story was
a. The actual car accident itself

b. The witness who wanted to know everything that had happened to the author

c. The author’s writer’s workshop

d. All of these

63. In the story Witness, Dubus uses
a. poetry as a way of adding reality to the story

b. self-reflection as a way of adding reality to the story

c. pity as a way of adding reality to the story

d. All of these 

64.   More than likely, Dubus wrote the story 
a. to condemn his attacker
b. to evoke pity in the reader

c. to evoke a sense of self-righteousness

d. none of these

65. The story ends 
a. with the author experiencing a full recovery

b. with the author somewhat deflated by the whole experience

c. with author elated by his self-discovery

d. none of these

Directions: Select the correct answer

66. Good sentences usually contain

a. simple, clear ideas

b. simple, weak verbs

c. added complexity

d. none of these

67.  In the sentence, this is my friend, the writer needs

a. more simplicity

b. to use a stronger verb

c. an antecedent

d. none of these

68.  In the sentence, we gave the order to him, the writer should

a. change from passive to active voice

b. change from active to passive voice

c. use a stronger verb

d. none of these

69. In the sentence, there was trash outside, the writer should

a. add more detail

b. use stronger verbs

c. eliminate the expletive

d. all of the above

70. The sentence, He is so fast, suffers from

a. too many prepositions

b. weak verbs

c. poor details

d. none of the above

71.  In the sentence, He looked strict and uptight, the writer makes the mistake of

a. Poor details

b. Added complexity

           c. doubling
           d. None of the above

72.  In the sentence, she seemed upset, the writer should 

a. eliminate the expletive

b. shorten the sentence

c. make no changes

d. none of the above

73.  Sentences containing words such as that, these, those, or this 
a. rarely need antecedents
b. usually need antecedents 

c. never need antecedents

d. none of these

Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect
74. Part one of Where I Come From concentrates mainly on the impact of western images of American Indian women.
75. Part two of Where I Come From examines the role of oral tradition in helping American Indian women remember their past.
76. Part III of Where I Come From uses an extensive list of oral story tellers.
77. In Where I Come From the author would most likely place a check in the bi-cultural box on a tax form.
78. In the essay, the author appears to have a primarily Indian outlook.

Directions: Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.   

79. A paragraph should strive for unity. 

80. All sentences should relate to the thesis.

81. All paragraphs should support the writer’s thesis statement.

82. All paragraphs should contain topic sentences.

83. Words such as although, consequently, however, likewise, moreover, and nevertheless are called transitional words.

84.  An introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion refer to an essay’s arrangement.

85.  Paragraphs that seem long should be revised for added clarity.
86. As a rule, avoid confusing your reader with long paragraphs.  

87.   As a rule, develop several good ideas in each paragraph.
Directions:  Select the correct answer

88. The aspect making Patel’s essay seem more like a speech is

A. the informal grammar of the essay

B. the frequent use of the personal pronoun “I”

C. the scholarly references to authors

D. the video news clips he references

89. More than likely, the intended audience for Patel’s essay is

A. fellow Muslims

B. mainly concerned Muslims

C. all concerned religious leaders

D. all of the above
90. By referencing the many religious scholars in his work, Patel

A. Sounds moralistic
B. sounds like a religious fanatic

C. develops a tone of superiority
D. none of these
91. In this essay, the word identity is connected to
a. A person’s religious upbringing

b. A person’s economic background

c. A person’s social background

d. All of the above

92. One of the major ideas of Patel’s essay seems to be

A. Institutions create difficulties
B. Identities create institutions
C. Institutions have no effect on us

D.  None of the above
Directions: Mark A for correct or B for incorrect after each.

93. My brothers and I have had many jobs; I worked as a painter; my older brother as a chef; my younger brother as a carpenter; and my sister as a writer.
94.  San Antonio, (home to the NBA Champion Spurs), is a tourist attraction in Texas.

95. “The writer (Herman Melville) writes a whale of a story” (32).

96.  “We wasn’t (SIC) doing anything,” the bystander said.

97.   She’s a total perfectionist: even her pets match.

98.  The historical event (1929---1930) marked a significant downturn.

99.   “The director [Steven Roth] has amazed us.” (32)

100. Houston—population four million—is a huge metropolis.

Directions:  Mark A for true or B for false after each statement.

101. Someone who is mathematically challenged is an example of a 
                 euphemism.

102.  Someone who is slow as a turtle is an example of a cliche.

103.  Someone who uses the word “gonna” is an example of slang.

104.  A definition in a dictionary is an example of denotation.
105. A person’s reaction to being called a “pig” is an example of 
                 connotation.
106.   “Y’all” is an example of regional dialect.

107.   Referring to someone as ancient is age bias.

108. Referring to someone as old is age bias.
Directions:  Mark “A” for true or “B” for false.
109. Ideal is something that is common, average.
110. Image is the way something appears.
111. Wholesome is the opposite of vile, disgusting.
112.  An Activist is a person who maintains the status quo.
113. Incompatible means that things cannot be compared.
114. Cynical is the same as satirical, pessimistic
115. Preconceived ideas are formed after an initial impression.
Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.

116.  My friend told me; “My mother says the same thing every night.  ‘Clean up your room.’”
117. She said, “My father likes to say, “Hold onto to your dreams.”
118. My mother likes to remind me, “When I’m feeling down, I remember what my mother used to tell me: ‘Tomorrow is another day.’”
119.  The short story, “A Day in the Park,” was a crowning achievement.

120.  The movie Star Wars revolutionized the science fiction genre.

121.  In general, commas always go on the inside of a  quotation.  

122. Periods can go inside or outside a quotation.

123.Colons always go on the inside of a quotation.

124. Question marks always go on the inside of a quotation.

125.Exclamation points always go on the inside of a quotation.

Directions:  Select the correct answer.

126.Arguments normally follow this pattern

A. claim, evidence, reason


B. reason, claim, evidence


C. claim, reason, evidence


D. evidence, claim, reason.

127.Normally arguments

A. follow only one pattern


B. follow different patterns depending on the argument


C. follow different arguments depending on the pattern


D. none of these

128.When you deal with “objections” the writer is addressing 

A. supporters


B. critics


C. detractors


D. both B and C

129.Arguments dealing with fact 

A. usually involve a lot of opinions 


B. appeals to emotion


C. a harsh rebuttal of critics

D. none of these
130.An argument of definition 

A. uses a list of criteria for an evaluation


B. proposes a solution to a problem


C. relies heavily on factual information


D. none of these
131.To make an argument of evaluation 

A. a writer needs a claim


B. a writer needs evidence


C. a writer needs a list of criteria


D.  all of the above
132.Causal arguments 

A. concentrate on finding answers to questions using primarily facts.


B.  rely mainly on definitions


C. a list of criteria


D.  none of these
133.Proposal arguments 

A. explain previous solutions to a problem


B. use evidence


C. propose a solution


D. all of the above
Directions:  Mark “A” for true or “B” for false.  
134.The reason we use parenthesis is to add information to quotations.
135.  One of the uses of parenthesis is to separate words from the main part of a sentence.
136. Acronyms in parenthesis always appear after the word has been spelled out.
137. A complete sentence inside a parenthesis has the period on the inside.
138. An incomplete sentence inside a parenthesis has the period on the outside.
139.Always remember that we place on two kinds of punctuation marks before a parentheses.

140.  The primary use of brackets is to insert information into a quotation.
141. Brackets can also be used to emphasize historical time periods.   
Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect.  

142. The tilt-a-whirl (an amusement park ride) is a popular attraction.
143. We came to this conclusion—we needed a new car.
144. We need to [1] advocate for worker rights and [2] make our voices heard at the polling booths.

145.   The sign read, “We doesn’t [SIC] accept credit cards.”

146. The dumbest thing I’ve heard I’ve heard (some whoppers) was that a student was unable to take a test because he forgot how to spell his own name.  

Directions:  Mark “A” for true or “B” for false.

147. It’s acceptable to use sources that argue both sides of the issue.
148. To document a source from the internet, a writer only needs the  page number from the website.
149. Plagiarism happens when the writer puts another person’s words into his or her own language.
150. A good writer considers what his or critics might say.
151. A writer should avoid using hot button words that might insult someone.
152. A writer should use emotional appeals carefully.
153. As a rule, a writer should stay away from ad hominem attacks.
154.  Writers should always avoid making generalizations.
155.  In general, writers compose arguments to win debates.
156.   Writers should strive for elegance, complexity, and  

                   sophistication in their arguments.
Directions:  Mark “A” if the statement avoids a fallacy or “B” if the statement  

               contains a fallacy.  
157.    “You can’t accuse him of being racist because he sits on the board of one of the most respected civil right’s organizations in this country.
158.  “The coach’s anger reminded us of Tom Landry, another legendary coach.
159.  “If Iraq falls to the insurgents, then Iran, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia will fall under fanatical regimes.”
160. “I improved my health by rubbing this cream on my back.”
161. “Children have become heavier because of all the fast food they eat.”
162. “President Kerry is a flip-flopper.”
Directions:  Mark “A” for correct or “B” for incorrect
163.  To summarize this meeting—we met the vice president and the secretary of state.  

164.   The Great Depression (1929-1936) created a sense of despair.  
165.  The main thing I learned-always thank the people you care about.
166.  Twenty—five people lost their lives in the skirmish. 
167.  Our former mayor—Lee Brown—was credited for helping Houston attract professional football to our city.
Directions:  Mark “A” for true, “B” for correct
168.  In general, magazine articles are better sources than scholarly articles.
169.  Personal web pages are less reputable than newspapers.

170.  Documentation generally involves only two things: parenthesis and quotations.

171.  Forgetting to add a “works cited” page is grounds for plagiarism.

172.  Paraphrasing original text without adding parenthesis and a works cited page is plagiarism.

173.  Using interviews is not a good source for research.

174.  Web page addresses should be placed in parenthesis.

175.  It is acceptable to use bibliographies from books to find sources.
Directions:  Multiple-choice

176.In “Stupid America,”  the tone sounds

A. bright, optimistic

B. bitter, resentful

C. calm, passive

D. none of these

177.The contrasts the reader experiences in the poem work 

        through

A. common misconceptions about Latinos

B. common misconceptions about African-Americans.

C. common misconceptions about Asians

D. common misconceptions about Caucasians

178.Ultimately, the theme of the poem is probably

A. about wasted talent

B. violence

C. hatred

D. none of these 

Directions:  Multiple-choice

179.Whitehead’s essay 

A. relies on key definitions


B. analyzes the causes of a divorce culture


C. evaluates the ramifications of a divorce culture


D. all of the above
180.Whitehead believes that the rising divorce rate is a result of


A. economic factors


B. social factors


C. religious factors


D. none of these
181.Whitehead links all of the following to rising divorce rates except

A. a need for personal therapy


B. a need for self-fulfillment


C. a need for an easy answer


D. a rise in poverty
182.Whitehead believes that legislators have ignored the problem because

            A.they do not want to offend their constituents

            B.they do not understand the impact of the problem

            C.they do not care about the issue
D. none of the above
183.Whitehead sees divorce as

A. a first option in most cases


B. a necessary option in most cases


C. an option only in serious cases


D. none of the above
184. Whitehead’s essay is ultimately about

A. divorce in America

B. marriage in America


C. American attitudes and belief systems


D. none of the above
Directions: Mark “A” for true or “B” for false.

185.  James Baldwin went to France to study like most Americans.

186.  In France, Baldwin is put in jail for allegedly stealing a radio.

187.  In prison, Baldwin encounters Black Algerians, who are more oppressed than he is.

188.  The Algerian prisoners, however, have a deeper sense of self and history than Baldwin.

189.  In Switzerland, the problem Baldwin faces is finding employment.

190.  The movie Carmen in 1954 used terrible stereotypes about Black to become an award-winning film.

191.  The novel Native Son, which Baldwin loved dearly, features a strong, independent-minded character in search of an identity.

192.  Native Son was typical in the sense that the main character was another archetypal Uncle Tom.

193.  The riots in France occurred for many of the same reasons that the riots in Los Angeles happened.

194.  Baldwin generally believed that African Americans were moving in the direction of developing a deeper sense of self and history.

195.  Baldwin links the conditions in Harlem to a lack of journalistic exposure.

196.  Baldwin similarly links the problems of Harlem to the Christian church.

197.  Baldwin finds no fault with Jews who live in Harlem.

198.  Baldwin believed that Blacks avoided politics because none of the parties represented their interests.

199.  The bus trip to Georgia was a shining example of the progress Blacks had made under the Progressive Party.

200.  Baldwin had a very optimistic attitude towards government in general.
Essay Response
Directions:  Choose one of the essay prompts below and compose a well-organized essay that meets the following requirements:

1) Essay contains a minimum of 350 words

2) Essay uses clear and precise language

3) Essay contains topic sentences, details, and closing sentences

4) Essay contains a clear thesis statement

5) Essay contains a memorable conclusion


Questions





Write an essay about the most frightening experience in your life.  How did this experience impact you?








Write an essay describing the steps in selecting a college.  Include reminders and suggestions throughout the essay.








Write an essay about a major problem in Houston.  Propose a solution to the problem.











