Comma Splices and Run-on Sentences

Directions: Read each line from “Theme for English B,” and then decide if each statement is a sentence or a fragment.  (2)

	You are white
	

	Yet a part of me
	

	As I am a part of you
	

	That’s American
	


Directions:  Now place the two sentences from above next to each other without any punctuation between.
__________________________ ______________________________

Rule: Two complete sentences written without any punctuation is called a ______________________
Rule: Two complete sentences written with only a comma between them is  

         called a…_________________________

Directions: Write “CS” for comma splice, “RO” for run-on or “C” for correct.

1. The young man seems somewhat confused about the assignment that could explain the choppy sentence-structure in the poem.__________
2. The young man, however, has a strong sense of what it means to be an American, namely, that all of us in America belong to a giant melting pot of people.________

3. I suppose we can identify with the young man’s struggles to know who he is; after all, discovering what makes us who we are as a person involves a lot of soul-searching and even more honesty.___________

Directions:  Each of the sentences below contains an error.  Label the error by writing “FRAG” for fragment, “CS” for comma splice, or “RO” for run-on.  
(1)Although the young man in the poem seems somewhat confused about his identity.  (2)He appears to have a firm grasp of what it means to be American, near the end of the poem, he reminds the professor.  (3)That although their color of their skin is different, they share many of the same things that all Americans like, such as a fondness for classical music, reading, and unique Christmas gifts.  (4) In the young man’s simple yet poignant reminder to his teacher.  (5) The reader discovers what should be self-evident to all Americans all of us are a fabric of beautiful colors woven together through shared experiences, hopes, and dreams.  
