Brainstorming 

Part I:  List three important experiences in your life

	1. The time I… threw up on my sister during Sunday school.


	2. The time I…my ninth grade baseball team won the Minnesota State 

                         Tournament.


	3. The time I…I used Judo on my father to knock him down to the floor.



Part II:   Select only one experience from the list above
	The time I… I used Judo on my father to knock him down to the floor.



Part III:  List the people and places involved in your experience
	People
	 Description
	Places
	“Quotation”

	Mark

	Father, 6’4 inches, 220 pounds
	Kitchen, head of the table, adjacent to our living room
	“I’m going on record…”

	Marj

	Mother, short, petite, with light-brown hair, teacher
	Seated in the chair between me and my father
	“Oh, really, what good news?”

	Myself

	5’10, rail-thin, brown-belt in Judo, easily ticked off
	Seated in chair closet to the stove
	“Well, I’m through with you.”

	Lee

	Twin-brother, carbon copy of me, except not easily offended
	Seated in chair across from my father
	“Oh, God, here we go again.”


Part IV:  Writing the Introduction for Your Personal Experience
	(1st sentence:  Topic sentence):

A. General (Use words such as “All of us,” “Everyone”
B. Introduce us to your experience

1.   Interesting detail

            2. Question

3. Quotation

4. Truth about life

     All of us have experienced that strange moment in an argument when all of the shouting, all of the yelling, kicking, and screaming, comes to an unexpected halt.


	(2nd-4th sentences: More Details)

The silence is eerie and unnerving, almost like being trapped in an abandoned building or haunted house on a windy night, as both combatants, exhausted and bewildered, wait for someone to break the silence and call a truce.


	(5th sentence:  tell the reader what experience you will describe)

I had that same awkward feeling after a humongous blow up with my father at the dinner table on a night in October when my twin brother and I had come home from college to visit my parents.



