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Part A.

	Allendale, New Jersey 
Population - 6674
White Population - 6169
Black Population - 27
Hispanic Population - 170
Households - 2133
Persons Per Household - 2.67
Income Per Household - $105387
Average House Value - $413600
	Ho Ho Kus, New Jersey 
Population - 4060
White Population - 3762
Black Population - 24
Hispanic Population - 80
Households - 1465
Persons Per Household - 2.67
Income Per Household - $129900
Average House Value - $461400
	(Upper and) Saddle River, New Jersey 
Population - 10939
White Population - 9937
Black Population - 95
Hispanic Population - 251
Households - 3742
Persons Per Household - 2.67
Income Per Household - $129163
Average House Value - $672100


(http://www.hometownusa.com/nj/map.html)

Student Ethnicity (2003-2004)
	White
	88%

	Asian
	10%

	Hispanic
	3%

	African American
	<1%

	American Indian
	0%


(www.greatschools.net)
Parental Educational Levels
“The suburban towns of Allendale, Upper Saddle River, Ho-Ho-Kus and Saddle River are located 20 miles from New York City.  Residents are employed primarily in executive, professional, and managerial positions.”
(www.northernhighlands.org)

Allendale- Educational Attainment for population of 25 and older

Of the 4,376 polled, 2733 (62%) attained a bachelor’s degree or better.

Ho Ho Kus-Educational Attainment for population of 25 and older 
Of the 2,776 polled, 1582 (68%) attained a bachelor’s degree or better.
Upper and Saddle River-Educational Attainment for population of 25 and older 

Of the 2,335 polled, 1706 (73%) attained a bachelor’s degree or better. 81 of these (3.5%) have a doctorate (http://www.hometownusa.com/nj/map.html)
No data could be found about the religious composition of the district. Due to a strict adherence to separation of church and state, no data could be found on religious composition.
3 Strengths and 3 Weaknesses of Ed Background
1. Affluent (average income is over $100,000)
2. Well educated parents

3. Students see parents in professional jobs and know what is expected of the position if this is the route they choose to take
1. Lack of appreciation for practical arts; most parents are white-collared professionals
2. Very little exposure to ethnic diversity

3. Lack of balance between cooperation and competition; competition heavily favored in order to get ahead
Part B. 

Myself- The first two weaknesses of the students are potentially tough to tackle on a class level. For the physical work, I have had my students for the past two years build a scale model of a piece of ancient architecture as part of a larger project. It is not much, but along with encouraging students to take a class like woodshop, are some things I could do.

To expose the students to ethnic diversity, teaching the point of view of others is a great way to portray viewpoints of other cultures. Also, I could offer extra credit for activities such as tutoring in areas with a high minority population.

The third weakness is probably best handled on a class to class basis.  By structuring class work around group activities (along the lines of Problem Based Learning), I can foster the idea that cooperation can accomplish more that individualistic competition.

School- The school could make a requirement that all students must take a practical arts class.  Under the current criteria for graduation, students make take business courses in order to fulfill their Career Education & Consumer, Family, and Life Skills requirement which consists of two courses. This could be broken up into two separate categories of requirements comprised of one of each (www.northernhighlands.org).
To help foster diversity, the administration could work with another school as an outreach program to assist poor minorities in ways such as tutoring, working in soup kitchens, donating books/equipment and other capacities. Also, by creating a curriculum that promotes diversity, students can gain an appreciation of others who beliefs and thought processes are different from their own. This would especially apply to history and literature course, but by no means be limited in those capacities.
To help students gain an appreciation for cooperation, the administration should look into Progressive teaching models such as Problem Based Learning.  Not only would a Progressive model tremendously increase notions of cooperation, it would also increase the amount of critical thinking in which the students would be engaged.
Part C.

11th Grade - HSPA
Math
[image: image1.png]


91% (2004)
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89% (2003)
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93% (2002) 
The state average for Math was 70% in 2004.

Language Arts Literacy
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97% (2004)
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95% (2003)
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98% (2002)
Scale: % meeting or exceeding standards
The state average for Language Arts Literacy was 82% in 2004.
 (Greatschools.net)
	SAT Results for the Classes of

2003, 2004 & 2005
COMBINED VERBAL & MATH MEAN SCORES

	 
	Northern Highlands
	New Jersey
	Nation

	2003
	1152
	1016
	1026

	2004
	1156
	1015
	1026

	2005
	1149
	1020
	1028


(Northernhighlands.org)
	Graduation Rate

	 
	School
	State Average

	Class of 2003 (2002-03)
	99.6%
	89.4%

	Class of 2004 (2003-04)
	98.9%
	90.6%

	Graduation Type

	Percentage of students satisfying the state testing requirements through different means.

	 
	School
	State Average

	Regular students graduated by passing HSPA
	99.6%
	85.1%

	All who graduated by passing HSPA
	99.6%
	77.1%

	All who graduated via SRA process
	0.4%
	14.9%

	All who graduated via LEP SRA process
	0%
	0.6%

	All who graduated exempt from passing HSPA
	0%
	7.4%

	The percents appearing in the last four rows sum to 100%.


(http://education.state.nj.us/rc/rc04/dataselect.php?c=03;d=3700;s=050;lt=CD;st=CD&datasection=all)

College Acceptances for the Class of 2005
LEGEND: 
M – Most Competitive; H – Highly Competitive; V – Very Competitive; C – Competitive; L/N – Less/Non-Competitive; SP – Special
	 
Total:  256
	M
	H
	V
	C
	L/N
	SP
	2 yr
	Not rated by Barron’s

	ACCEPTED
	103
	205
	313
	237
	36
	14
	8
	6

	ATTENDING
	49 (19%)
	68 (27%)
	52 (20%)
	71 (28%)
	4 (1.5%)
	4 (1.5%)
	6 (2%)
	2 (1%)


Note:  Sixty-six percent (66%) of 256 students are attending Most, Highly and Very Competitive Schools.
(www.northernhighlands.org)
Three Academic Strengths and Three Academic Weaknesses of you students

1. Overall better test takers than most in the state (exemplary HSPA scores and higher than average SAT scores)

2. High percentage (66%) goes to Very Competitive and better schools post-graduation

3. Almost all who graduate do so by the traditional method and do not rely on the SRA
1. HSPA Language Arts Literacy is low amongst Asian-American Students (see below)
2. Language Arts skills (SAT Verbal Scores lower than Math scores)
3. Math Skills weak amongst students with disabilities and females (see below)
Part D. 
The test results by subgroup show how the designated groups of students are performing in comparison to the general population. 
Scale: % meeting or exceeding standards 

11th Grade - HSPA
Language Arts Literacy
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97% (all)
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89% (Asian/pacific islander)
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99% (white)
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99% (female)
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96% (male)
[image: image12.png]


94% (students with disabilities)
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100% (general population)
(Greatschools.net)
Myself- To improve Language Arts skills, I can incorporate a lot of reading and writing skills as I already do. If I also incorporate their weekly English vocabulary words into the history curriculum, it will help students who need to improve their Language Arts base.
11th Grade - HSPA
Math
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91% (all)
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89% (Asian/pacific islander)
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92% (white)
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87% (female)
[image: image18.png]


94% (male)
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75% (students with disabilities)
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95% (general population)
(Greatschools.net)

To assist improving math scores, I could give students activities such as assessing an expenditure-sheet of a typical family from a particular time period and have them analyze what was valued at that time in society.  There are other activities that could be done in conjunction with the Stock Market in order to increase mathematical skills in a history class.
School- The administration should hire a well qualified Bilingual or ESL teacher that can meet the needs of the particularly high Korean immigrant population. This is one area in which the school is insufficiently covered.
The administration should look into cross-curricular teaching methods to help progress both Language Arts and Math skills.  Currently, each department acts independently to achieve its own goals.  It is it is the exception rather than the rule that different departments will work in conjunction with one another.
Part E.  
The administration likes to run the school in the manner of many corporations; the customer (otherwise known as parents) is always right.  This often leads to a negative relationship between teachers, administrators, parents and students. Instead of looking at the sources (the teachers and students) to figure out the issue and potential solutions, administrators take a blanket approach of parental appeasement, regardless of what is best for the student.  This can lead to negative student-teacher relationships.
Much of the curriculum is written in an Essentialist manner. Its basis is in knowing to understand.  Many of the objects are written as describe, explain, give examples, determine, and provide reasons. For the most part, it takes the broad ideas set by the NJCCCS and flips the focus from general ideas to detail-based objectives. Although the curriculum does not dive into depth above the needs of a high school student, the curriculum is not the ultimate judge of what is to actually be taught in the classroom.
Instead, the real measure is the final exam.  Standard final exams are given to all students for all subjects. For example, all US History II CP students will take the same exact final.  This in itself could be spun as a positive to measure actual progress of the students; however this is not the case.  The finals are laden facts and only facts, many of which are inconsequential to the overall picture of history.  Out of 200 questions, approximately 10-15% could be characterized as “big picture” questions.  This common schooling exam forces many teachers into a traditional lecture-based classroom in order to cover the massive amount of minute detail included in the final.

One thing the administration is doing to overcome this is through a program called Building A Better Freshman. This program is aimed at improving freshman academically, socially, and ethically. The program builds off of a strong foundation of promoting student involvement in school activities to help build a well-rounded person.
3 Institutional Strengths and Weaknesses

1. Strict standards to track all students’ progress
2. Promote students to get involved in activities

3. Building A Better Freshman 

1. Poor Administration/Teacher/Parent/Student interaction

2. Lack of diversity in structure of finals
3. Insufficient fostering of Progressive education 
Part F.

The Building A Better Freshman program is one of the best things the school has going for it.  Aimed at character development, social skills, student involvement, and bettering academics, the program is a potential first step towards building a better school.  Some current aspects of the program include rewards in all classes for using vocabulary words from their English class, “choices and consequences” lessons run in Health class, and academic skills and strategies (such as note taking skills) in Social Studies class. I believe this is a positive direction that can be applied towards the whole school.  

As for myself, I would like to include the following aspects in a higher percentage of my class periods in order to achieve success: 

1. cooperative learning

2. critical thinking skills

3. cross-curricular instruction

It is my intent to ensure that at least one of these items occurs in each lesson I teach.  I need to find better ways of implementing cooperative learning in order to use it effectively.  I would like to ensure that there is a critical thinking question included in each lesson.  Finally, although I believe I do a fairly good job of this already, I would like to increase within my classroom the amount of connections to other subject areas.  With these improvements, I feel that I can better serve my students as a facilitator of learning.
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� Although residents as young as 25 clearly do not have students in high school, it is still the case that almost 2/3rds (63%) of the adult population has at least a bachelor’s degree.








