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Social Foundations of Social Reform in Education

A Problematic Question: Does too much wealth have a negative psychological effect on children?
· Bliss in Sledmere, England

· Christopher Simon Sykes, a wealthy Englishman, was born into wealthy mansion that had been in his family since the 18th century
· Sykes brings the reader through a fantastical tour of his family’s estate of which he spent much of his childhood “…sliding on the 40m polished wood library floor…” (Brannigan 1)
· To this day, Sykes has a positive view of his childhood and his home, recalling “I have a great feeling of peace at Sledmere because it’s where my heart lies and I feel like a different person, much more relaxed” (Brannigan 3)
· According to Sykes, living the life of luxury from childhood has made him into a well adjusted person who has enjoyed his entire life with no major repercussions
· Maladjustments elsewhere

· According to an article in Psychology Today, “A significant number of our most privileged citizens lead lives of chronic anxiety, depression and underemployment” (Edidin 1)
· Peter Edidin takes from Michael Stone saying that children of the rich “…suffer from early emotional neglect” (Edidin 1)
· Between these two articles, we see conflicting view in which Christopher Sykes personally attests to living an enjoyable childhood while Edidin’s (and others) research suggests that living a wealthy childhood can have grave psychological consequences

· The base of Edidin’s argument comes from emotional neglect, in which it can be seen in both articles (regardless of effect) the fact that there is a lack of direct parental contact in wealthy households

· Brannigan is quoted as saying, “When I was a small child, life was often spent peeping through banisters at the exciting things going on downstairs (where his parents were) because children were expected to live on the upper floors where the day and night nurseries were” (Brannigan 1)
· Terry Hunt (grandson of the chairman of Alcoa Aluminum) tells Edidin that, “In most cases the real bonding relationship for children in wealthy families is with a servant” (Edidin 1)
· While one person was able to come from wealth and live a happy life, it cannot overcome the “significant number” who feel disenfranchised by a system that endorses parental neglect
· The only solution that many of these people find is the comfort of philanthropy where there is a “…growing number of charitable foundations backed by the young rich” or even a more extreme version in which “A few inheritors divest--they give it all away” (Edidin 4)
· Economic Background-  “What so served the individual, got him the most, then best served the society by getting it the most” (Galbraith 15)
· Galbraith is explaining Smith and the basis of capitalism

· “…the notion that the ideal state would be socialist, not capitalist; be based on common property, not private property” (Galbraith 81)
· Galbraith is explaining Marx and the basis of socialism

· In recent history, “… (capitalists) were challenging and destroying the old and seemingly immutable structure of feudalism…In time, the proletariat would move against the capitalists; …the workers’ state would be the new structure” (Galbraith 83)
· The economy of the world has changed in the past two hundred years to capitalism, and it is (according to Marx) only a matter of time when communism will become the new dominant economic system

· The Unheavenly City Revisited- “The lower-class person lives from moment to moment…” (Banfield 54)
· When discussing economic issues, Banfield continuously avoids the issue of economics
· In this instance, it is because those who are poor have no sense of planning for the future

· “The working-class is more future oriented that the lower-class…(and) …in turn is less future-oriented than the upper (class)” (Banfield 54)
· According to Banfield, a major component of the placement of individual in class is the idea of planning and saving for the future

· “…the individual as largely formed in infancy and childhood by influences that reflect the collective experience of the group” (Banfield 55)
· The argument is made that it is not genetics, but negative influences that causes poor children to grow up into poor adults instead of rich ones

· Of the upper-class, “…one should govern one’s relations with others by internal standards rather than by conformity…” (Banfield 57)
· Yet when it comes to the upper-class, one would not fall prey to his/her environment

· “…there is reason to believe that the Comparable Negro commits a disproportionate share of most types of crime” (Banfield 83)
· Banfield blames the victim in which it is the “Comparable Negro’s” fault that s/he is found guilty of more crimes than any other race

· “Such persons could be cared for in what may be called semi-institutions… (so that if) they wanted help in “staying out of trouble” or because they desire certain material benefits would agree to accept certain limitations on their freedom” (Banfield 258)
· These semi-institutions wholly un-American and goes the values of the entire nation

·  “It is unlikely that… the hardest cases… would choose semi-affluence in a semi-institution in preference to the life of the slum” (Banfield 258)
· Banfield is probably right, but not for the reasons of greed and short-sightedness 

·  “…in reducing the “deficits” of the average Negro, James S. Coleman find that housing, health, and public education are field from which the contributions are likely to be small in relation to the problem” (Banfield 267)
·  “Reduce the school-leaving age to fourteen, and …(those) who are unable or unwilling to go to college to take a full-time job or else enter military service” (Banfield 269)
· Yet again Banfield is suggesting that education plays a minor role in the quest for those who are poor to achieve a higher status in life

· “…giving lower-class persons “really good” jobs is not (feasible)…because that very style of life makes it impossible to give them “really good” jobs (Banfield 266)
· Banfield yet again blames the victim here in which before s/he is even tried out for a “really good” job, it is assumed that s/he is not apt for the position

· Banfield consistently brings up the ills of capitalism and disguises this fact by blaming all of the above problems on everything but the capitalist system itself
· The Age of Uncertainty- “But the privileged feel also that their privileges… (are a) God-given right” (Galbraith 22)
· According to the privileged, God was behind their successes in capitalism

· “…compassion (was) wasted on the working man, but it was damaging” (Galbraith 35)
· In a capitalist system, there is no room for human emotion

·  “But it (capitalism) is inherently incompetent in providing the things that city dwellers most urgently need… housing” (Galbraith 319)
· As many benefits as capitalism may  have, it still has fundamental flaws

· “… any capitalist system, found its equilibrium at full employment” (Galbraith 216)
· Galbraith has found a way to satisfy Keynes’ idea on capitalism

· “…many deserving Swiss, (live) in clean, bright, publicly owned housing, access to which is considered a public right” (Galbraith 327)
· This is not a right that cannot be afforded in a capitalist system

· Although Locke proposed the idea of Life, Liberty, and Property, Jefferson believing this to be an impossibility in America, wrote the Declaration of Independence with the phrase “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness”
· About Switzerland, “…but in few have the practical concessions to socialism been more numerous and varied” (Galbraith 326)
· For the benefit of all citizens, Switzerland has created public banks, railways, telephone system, television, and radio

· “It is the Swiss instinct that problems can be solved by the collective responsibility and intelligence of the people themselves” (Galbraith 325)

· Even in a country that utilizes socialist policies, democracy is still able to remain strong
· So you have too much money, now what?

· If you are Edward Banfield, you say there is no problem
· Banfield would look towards Sykes and his life as the poster-boy for the beneficial life of the rich
· The upper-class man should “…sacrifice some present satisfaction in the expectation of enabling someone to enjoy greater satisfactions at some future time” (Banfield 57) 
· One can conclude from Banfield that the upper-class man should sacrifice quality time with his own children just so that one day when they are adults and will live a life determined by themselves, which will be a satisfying one
· One of the greatest assets of an upper-class individual, According to Banfield, is to be self-sufficient, which is exactly what the individual is forcing upon his/her young dependants regardless of the child/children’s feelings

· Banfield would probably argue that the potential problems of anxiety or loneliness that occurs in the young wealthy is all part of the child rearing process that involves stressing values of independence, self-sufficiency, and would not even mind if his children “…remain unemployed and unmarried to the age of thirty…” (Banfield 57-8) so long as they remain on the track of wealth
· In the end, wealth is a cure-all for Banfield

· John Kenneth Galbraith on the other hand would probably have to disagree, arguing that conspicuous consumption and publicity are of the utmost importance to the upper-class, in turn consuming much of wealthy adult’s free time that could be spent with his/her children
· While attempting to raise a child, he would expect negative consequences to arise in a society in which (partially quoted from Veblen), ““drunkenness and other pathological consequences of the free use of stimulants” were valuable indications of “the superior status of those who are able to afford the indulgence”…” (Galbraith 65)
· Spending such time on drugs and alcohol leaves little time for the children

· Galbraith would also argue that wealthy parents spend too much time on other items of conspicuous consumption such as expanding personal property in the form of land, mansions, automobiles, etc. as well as wasting valuable time becoming a connoisseurs of clothes, dances, beverages, fine horses and any other material possession associated with being wealthy (Galbraith 61-2, 5)
· “…the greatest pleasure of the rich was in reading (in newspapers and magazines) about themselves and in imagining that others did so too” (Galbraith 65)
· This is as true of the late 19th century as it is today, except we also have television

· Particularly with shows like The Simple Life, Extra, Newlyweds, all late night programming and even Inside the Actor’s Studio, it is all too clear that we are obsessed with the lives of the rich and famous celebrities
· For the celebrity, they cannot get enough publicity and love the spectacle of it all

· With all this time spent on publicity, there is no time for the children

Galbraith would probably suggest to stop worrying about one’s own ego, status, and image and spend more time with family and concern oneself with issue that are truly important
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