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· Hard Times- “You can only form the minds of reasoning animals upon Facts: nothing else will ever be of any service to them.” – Mr. Gradgrind (Dickens, 11). 

· Gradgrind’s outlook on humanity is obviously not a positive one if he is calling children animals

· Also, the only way to get them to learn is crush them into submission with facts

· Gradgrind is coming from the line of thought that all humans are born evil, which Dickens does not agree with
· “Turn this girl to the right about, and there’s an end to it.” – Mr. Bounderby talking to Gradgrind about Sissy, a student who was born into a circus family (29).

· Although this rich businessman was not born into money or education, he believes in the Hobbesian philosophy that Gradgrind follows in which every individual is out for themselves and because of this, they must be willed into the submission of the authorities
· “…as if he knew himself to be a kind of agreeable demon who had only to hover over him and he must give up his whole soul if required.” – Dickens on Harthouse (137).

· Dickens is describing not only Harthouse, but the attitudes of 19th Century industrial capitalists who act out of self-interest, regardless of the consequence 

· The capitalist’s idea of life and education is one that is filled with soulless facts
· “To hear is to obey.” – Mrs. Sparsit (Dickens, 201).

· Mrs. Sparsit is replying to Bounderby in a somewhat submissive, somewhat needling tone on staying at the Bounderby estate. On one hand, she adheres to the submissive attitude of the facts educational system. On the other, she is spiting Louisa who is not a fan of Sparsit of which Sparsit believes that Louisa should be more of the mindset of herself 
· All of these quotes come in a negative connotation from Dickens. These are the adults who are wealthy and believe that a good education comes from merely facts and good children will listen to and obey these facts as if there was nothing else to life

· However, the type of people that come out of this type of education are vastly different from what is expected and desired by the adults

· “It was very remarkable that a young gentleman who had been brought up under one continuous system of unnatural restraint should be a hypocrite… (in which his) imagination had been strangled in his cradle should be still inconvenienced by its ghost in the form of groveling sensualities…” Dickens on Tom Gradgrind (136).

· Although Tom was brought up under his father’s educational system of facts and more facts, Dickens points out that the human emotions cannot be crushed

· However, when emotions are repressed, “groveling sensualities” such as smoking and gambling arise

· “…but I am sure you know that the whole social system is a question of self-interest. What you must always appeal to is self-interest.” – Bitzer (282).

· Both because and in spite of the fact that he was a student in Gradgrind’s school, Bitzer is willing to turn his friend Tom over to the police for his own self-interest

· “His seven- or eight-and-forty might have had the seven or eight added to it again without surprising anybody.” – Dickens describing Bounderby (24).
· Even though not a product of the educational system, Bounderby has been pushed by industrial capitalism to the point of being worn down and aged

· “One, that there ith a love in the world, not all Thelf-interetht after all, but thomething very different.” – Sleary (286).

· Sleary speaks to the truth of what this book is ultimately about; love and not self-interest is what life and everything that it encompasses is all about.

· “It was a fundamental principle of the Gradgrind philosophy that everything was to be paid for.” – Dickens on Mr. Gradgrind and his school (283).

· Dickens is showing here that Gradgrind, although driven by facts, always had the potential to change

· “Aged and bent he looked… and yet he looked a wiser man, and a better man, than… when in this life he wanted nothing but Facts.” – Dickens on Gradgrind (271).

· Like Bounderby, Gradgrind was withering away when living without emotion. When his perspective changed, so did he as a person

· Ultimately Dickens is showing that emotions and community ultimately prevails

· Anthem- “And we know that there is no transgression blacker than to do or think alone.” Equality 7-2521 (Rand, 17).
· Rand is setting up societies’ viewpoint on individuality versus conformity. In this world, if you think or speak anything other than what is held as fact and true by society, you have committed a grave wrongdoing. This is why they are all taught the same items over the course of 10 years
· “For the Council of Vocations knows in its great wisdom where you are needed by your brother men, better than you can know it in your unworthy little minds.” – Equality 7-2521 (21).

· Yet again the individual is nothing in this society. The individual is not capable to decide what is best for him/herself, but rather a council knows what “best” is

· Once the council decides, only then will anybody (such as the leaders) learn anything other than what is taught to all, even though those are still taught by the same foundations as their previous 10 years of schooling

· “This would wreck the plans of the World Council, and without the plans of the World Council, the sun cannot rise.” – Unanimity 2-9913 (74).
· Unanimity is referring to the light bulb created by Equality. This is the straw that breaks the camel’s back for Equality. Although he had been breaking the law for months upon months creating the light bulb in a forbidden sewer, Equality finally had the courage to show his discovery to the Council only to be criticized and run out society to the forbidden forest for his individual accomplishments
· “It was when I read the first of the books… I saw the word “I.” And when I understood this word… I wept, I who had never known tears.” – Prometheus (98).
· When Prometheus (formerly Equality 7-2521) finally comes to a realization of what the individual is, he cannot help but weep because he finally knew that the society he grew up in was wrong. For Prometheus and Rand, there is something to be said for the individual and his/her achievements.
· “There is nothing to take a man’s freedom away from him, save other men. To be free, a man must be free of his others.” – Prometheus (101).
· The individuality and the learning of the individual is the only way to freedom. One is not free by living under the burdens of others and the education they force upon the individual.

· America- “To the huddled masses, keep yearnin’.” – John Stewart (pre-page).
· This statement sets up the stage for the rest of the book even before the page is turned to the table of contents. Stewart wishes for America to keep learning and striving for the betterment of the nation. With this statement and throughout the book he wants Americans to realize fallacies and hypocrisies throughout our government, which is what the book is based upon.

· “You moderns have a tendency to worship at the altar of the Fathers…. If we had meant for the Constitution to be written in stone we would have written it in stone.” – “Thomas Jefferson” (x).
· This is just one example where Stewart is taking criticism to the government as we misbelieve that even the highest law of the land cannot be amended 
· To help embellish this point, this section of the book is “written” by Thomas Jefferson

· “It had been hundreds of thousands of years since man first made his presence felt on planet Earth. Or six thousand years, if you prefer to ignore all aspects of rational scientific discovery.” (Stewart, 17).
· In this instance Stewart is critiquing religious fundamentalists who take the story of Genesis literally.  

· There isn’t a shortcoming in America that Stewart dares not to touch. If it is illogical, Stewart uses the approach of sarcasm to bring the situation to light and highlight its absurdity. Stewart believes in the liberal ideas that all should be educated well in order to create a more sensible country

· When I was Puerto Rican- ““They’re huevos Americanos,” Said the next server, whose job it was to spear brown sausages with a fork and slip them onto the plate.” – Esmeralda Santiago (Santiago, 71).
· Santiago takes some time out to reminisce about the broken educational system in Puerto Rico. Looking for support, Eisenhower set up school breakfasts for all the children prior to the election

· “All of a sudden I felt very sick. “I threw up in the lunchroom,” I said…” – Santiago (83).
· Santiago uses her personal experiences to critique this political ploy which was not well thought out by the fact that the children were fed American food

· Santiago, like Stewart, is harsh on the American government and their mishaps along the way. Santiago would have liked to see funding going to actual education and not poorly thought out food programs.

· It is most likely the case that both Santiago and Stewart would agree with Dickens’ view of education in that everybody deserves a quality, well-rounded education. The only author out of the four who would like to see self-interest prevail is Rand.

· My educational views- Somewhere between Dickens and Stewart, one will find my viewpoint on education. Facts, facts, and more facts are of little to no use to me. For example, when the Boxer Rebellion happened is of no meaning to me, but why it happened and what were the consequences of it are everything.  Using sarcasm and whit are fantastic tools to use in the classroom. On top of making class enjoyable, it allows students to listen critically, but to stop and really think deeply about what is and is not logical.
· Although I agree with Rand’s idea that an individual should learn for his/herself, what to do with that information is where I would critically disagree with Rand.  Knowledge should be used to benefit the masses, not the individual. This is the exact point that Santiago is critical of the education system of Puerto Rico. Knowledge is unfortunately not obtained and dissented upon the masses in their society. Political gain seems to be higher on the priority list.
· When it comes down to it, I wish for my students to feel like they have grown and matured as people, as educated citizens, even if the pure amount of facts learned across the year was not as much as desired
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