David Scozzaro

CIED 651

Writing Assignment #2

Due: 10/6/05

Social Foundations in Children’s Literature

· Harry Potter- JK Rowling

· Harry, his family, and wizard society
· Harry is seen by his aunt and uncle (who are all portrayed negatively) as a burden as well as a nuisance mostly due to their quest to keep everything in their life normal
· In wizard society, Harry is a hero (and doesn’t even know it) to all of those living in an abnormal world which is portrayed in a positive light with the wonders of magic instead of outcasts in the greater society
· Education really is important

· Rowling places education and intellect as high values throughout the book

· One example as such is the fact that every student’s favorite song at Hogwarts begins with the lyrics “Hogwarts, Hogwarts, Hoggy Warty Hogwarts, Teach us something please” and from there bodes the importance of education

· More intellect and logic

· Two more examples show that Rowling emphasizes the importance of intelligence

· Ron Weasley plays life sized wizard chess, a game of the highest intellect needed, in order to get the kids closer to obtaining the Sorcerer’s Stone
· Hermione also needed to use her intellect and logic in order to figure out which bottle to drink out of to get one step closer to the stone instead of dying
· Hogwarts takes seven years to complete

· The goal of Hogwarts is to master one’s skills so that s/he will not use magic recklessly around the rest of the world
· Hogwarts truly believes in the old Peter Parker (Spiderman) adage, “With great power comes great responsibility” and makes sure its students are ready to handle the responsibility with rigorous comprehensive exams every year

· Brains v Emotions and a Mirror

· The Mirror of Erised reflects what an individual desires the most

· In order not to succumb to it’s powers and intrigue, one must be mentally tough and avoid wasting away in front of it wondering what could have been

· Using one’s head, according to Rowling, is more important than giving into emotions

· Character is truly a virtue
· Harry risks his life against Voldemort in a struggle of good versus evil

· Good is successful because of great character and a pure heart

· Harry is able to obtain the stone because only one who wishes not to use the stone may possess it

· Harry defeats Voldemort both times because of a bond of pure love between he and his mother

· In both instances, Rowling is pushing for good moral character 

· A Wrinkle in Time- Madeline L’Engle

· Unlike Harry Potter, Meg Murry comes from an upbringing by extraordinary scientists
· Meg’s intellect was put under scrutiny by her teachers and according to them, she failed to live up to expectation

· Faith
· Faith is a major component of L’Engle’s message. One example is that the Murry family did not once give up hope that Mr. Murry was still alive, even when the letters stopped and the rumors began

· Weird does not equal bad

· This is seen often throughout the book, but one place that sticks out is on the drab looking planet Ixchel, “…filled with a delicate, spring like fragrance,” and inhabited by the oddest looking creatures with “…four arms and far more than five fingers on each hand,” had the most beautiful music and tasty food

· Rowling would completely agree with L’Engle on this point ( Harry- the family outcast, Hermione- the nerd, Ron- a member of a wizarding family outcast)

· Exactly the same does however mean bad

· On Camazotz, everybody was under the control of IT, a horrifying brain that made everybody the same and destroyed the idea of individualism

· Humanism over Science
· Tessering, described initially as purely scientific is later found out to be mastered only if it were not treated like a machine
· For L’Engle, even in the realm of science, magic and faith play a large part of its success. For Rowling, science and logic play a large part in magic’s success

· Intelligence can be found if you’re looking in the right place

· When told what strengths they would need to use along the journey (Meg- her faults, Charles- resilience of childhood, Calvin- conversation), the kids took the confidence in those skills and freed Mr. Murry

· In the case of Meg, L’Engle shows her shows her negative characteristics can be used for good

· Self-sacrifice
· Both stars and Meg showed that sacrificing yourself for someone (something) else is worth it in the fight against evil

· Meg was willing to sacrifice her life for the chance to get her brother out of the claws of IT

· She used her stubborn attitude, intellect, anger and ultimately her heart to defeat IT and saves her brother

· Unlike Rowling who uses virtues that are seen as purely positive, L’Engle uses negatives such as stubbornness and anger can be used for good

· WWII- The role of African-Americans and Women- Text views v Supplementals

· The History of the United States- DiBacco, Mason, and Appy

· Socio-political views 
· Like many textbooks try to do on almost every subject they cover, the coverage of African-American’s and Women’s roles in WWII is bland and attempts to appeal to both liberals and conservatives
· It shows how both were given the opportunity for jobs with “…the loss of millions of male workers to the military, employers eagerly recruited women.”

· However, it also show the unfair treatment of both groups when working those jobs

· “They (women) usually earned less than men, even in jobs that were exactly the same,”

· Instead of taking an in-depth look at how the majority of American adults spent their war, it glances over the impact of the war on these two minority groups and minimizes their viewpoints in order not to offend anyone 

· This leaves students with a vastly underappreciated view of what was really going on in the US itself during WWII and our treatment of minorities at this time

· The bland views of the textbook often creates bland reactions and therefore little mental stimulation

· Because of this fact, I often bring in supplementals of primary and other sources to show a more complete story

· If Rowling’s and L’Engle’s books were chronicled by the authors of the text, the both stories might look something like this: “The children fought against some bad forces and won! The end.” 

· The South in the History of the Nation- Link and Wheeler

· This compilation of readings, speeches and interviews gives the students a different viewpoint on at least two levels

· This book takes a look at individuals and small groups and their role in history within the greater American society

· Also, it shows the issues of the southern United States, which are easily ignored by a northern teacher’s bias, myself included

· Particularly with the readings concerning African-Americans and women during WWII, the voice of the individual American is brought out
· Marion Stegman wrote to her mother: “Mother, you haven’t lived until you get way up there – all alone…”

· It is a bottom up approach to looking at history, instead of just looking at a top down approach of the President and his role in the greater societal happenings of America

· It is not enough to show one (traditionally rich white males) side of the story as most textbooks do

· Books like Rowling’s and L’Engle’s encourage the story of the average person doing the extraordinary, just like Marion Stegman’s story of a woman in the 1940’s flying a plane for the United States government

· These supplementals encourage diverse ideas and viewpoints that are often not the views of the average student

· They are great building blocks for discussion and debate about what American history really is and what it should be
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