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The Social Foundations of Your Teaching

· Social Factors that affect me and my teaching

· My parents and the city/suburb dichotomy
· They brought me up in a comfortable upper middle class suburb

· Working as teachers in a city environment, they always stressed one person is no better than another

· In my life as well as my classroom, I feel that everybody should be treated fairly and with respect, regardless of what relationship it may be (i.e.- teacher to student, student to teacher, etc)
· There are limits to what I can do about others lives outside of my classroom; however, inside my classroom, I control it to be a comfortable environment for students to learn

· My friends, Comedy Central, and the regiment of marching band
· Like most people, I am greatly influenced by my family and of course my close friends (especially the ones I had throughout high school)
· The Comedy Central factor

· My friends and I spent much of our high school career throwing jokes back and forth at one another, often after watching a few hours of Comedy Central the night before

· I often bring a bag of jokes and quotes to the classroom to break up and liven the class
· Regimentation

· My friends and I were also in marching band together. Along with this came the regimentation and discipline similar to that of the military 

· When it’s time to do work, I expect that everybody stay on task and give 100% while working
· Social Factors that affect my students

· The silver platters
· These are students who are extremely influenced by the wealth that surrounds them

· They are also driven by commercialization and the need for what’s “hot and new”

· Finally they are influenced by a society in which mom and dad do little to raise a child and leave it up to the nanny

· These students are very needy and expect much of what is to be taught to them to be handed on a silver platter. The best lesson they can learn is self-reliance. Instead of causing riots from day 1 and give them nothing at all, I instead opt to take things away gradually until they are on their own
· The super-driven
· Trying to live up to their parents’ success and expectations, the super-driven are often at the teacher’s desk at the end of the period begging for extra credit or 1 more point on the previous test

· The notion of competition in this country as a concept without flaws leads these students to push themselves and others in this circle to the brink

· This group also includes the rise in anorexia/bulimia for those attempting to look like the ultra-thin super models and use of steroids for those trying to hit a baseball 400 ft and run a 4.2s 40 in order to achieve perfect beauty or athletic ability
· For the academic super-driven, allowing them to fail and understand that it is not the end of the world is important for their long-term sanity.
· For the others, showing them that their motivation is a good thing, but also showing them how to turn that energy towards positive goals and going through life’s processes the correct way.

· “This one time at Band Camp…”

· The band geek (as well as the artist) is often influenced by social factors that are seen as outside of the norm such as sci-fi, progressive music and often the lost concept of reading
· For the band geek (as mentioned in the section on myself) the polarization of regimentation with goofy, stupid humor (these days supplied by TV shows such as The Simpsons and especially Family Guy) is a must for balance in his/her life
· Also, from the experience that working with three different marching bands brings, the parents often play a directly influential role in their children, especially when it comes to what is right, what is wrong, and what is most importantly fair
· Social helpfulness and hindrance

· Coming from a similar background of comfortable wealth is a positive because it allows me to understand the norms of the upper middle to upper class and the nuances of the culture I was born and raised in

· It is also a negative because I do not have the chance to see it from a third- person point of view. It is tough sometimes to assess what these kids are lacking because it can be tough to see and acknowledge one’s own weaknesses
· While going to school full-time, I have the ability to go out and substitute teach; it would be a good idea to substitute in different types of school in order to see the positives and negatives of each and try to bring the positives from one to another further down the road

· The regimentation of hard work is the name of the game when trying to get better at anything, one’s one education included

· However, different students certainly have different breaking points as far as how long they can work at maximum capacity. Taking this into account, it is sometimes the case that I overcompensate and I do not push my students as a whole hard enough. I struggle to find a happy balance.
· This leads to the positives and negatives of humor. Utilizing humor to relax the mind and give it a break I see as a great positive.

· However, this is not always an effective tool for the student who does not have the self-motivation to go back to work when the comedy break has concluded and will in turn cause distraction to others

· For the last few points, it is important that I push individuals on an individual basis so that s/he can maximize his/her own potential

· Instead of giving just comedy breaks, I should find other ways that students will be responsive to as well 
