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CIED 599

DUE: 3/28/06

Progressivism
Question: Why was Progressivism and the need for it so vastly interwoven into early 20th century life?
Foresman, Scott.  A History of the United States: American Voices. Oakland, NJ: Scott Foresman and Co., 1995.
Chapter Summary


Chapter 8 is based around the idea of Progressivism.  Some who called themselves progressives worked against poverty. Others wanted the regulation of corporations.  Still others fought to end corruption in government. Although Progressives disagreed on specific points, some basic beliefs united the movement. First, Progressives placed their faith in progress, technology, and science.  Second, Progressives rejected the laissez-faire attitude that had existed in the last decades of the 19th century. Third, Progressives worked to reform government in order to put honesty back into what was seen as a corrupt political system.  Using a multitude of strategies (such as muckraking, political restructuring, new federal agencies and others), Progressivism is the story of social change for the betterment of American society.
Do Now: What Progressive initiative has had the most impact on today’s society?
Guided Reading:

1. Why did so many upper- and middle-class women become progressives?

2. Identify the different types of city government management programs that were initiated by progressive politicians and government reformers.

3. What changes did reformers bring about in the area of child labor?

4. What jobs did most African American women and married and unmarried immigrant women generally hole at the end of the 19c?

5. What role did Roosevelt play in settling the Anthracite Coal Strike of 1902?

6. Explain Roosevelt's theory regarding "trustbusting."

7. How did the publication of Upton Sinclair's The Jungle in 1906 affect the safety of the meat that people eat today?

8. What was President Wilson's view of the role of government?  How did it differ from Teddy Roosevelt's view?

9. What were the provisions of the Clayton Antitrust Act?  How did it benefit labor?

10. What were the arguments of the proponents and opponents of government deregulation in the early 20c?

Monograph Summaries
Colburn, David, and Pozzetta, George. Reform and Reformers in the Progressive Era. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1983.


Reform and Reformers in the Progressive Era aims to discuss the sections of society in the Progressive era that have not been widely discussed to date.  Such topics included are “Reform and the Immigrant,” “Painters of Reform,” and “Conservative and the Progressive Era.”  The section entitled “Response to Reform: Conservatives and the Progressive Era,” written by Edwina Smith, looks at how conservatives approached an age in which change and fixing the ills of America were the focus of society.  


For the most part, Smith’s article focuses on two Senators who had been elected over the course of three distinct time periods in the US.  George Hoar (MA) and Orville Platt (CT) became Senators during the Reconstructionist period and continued their service through the Gilded Age and Progressive Era. 

While often disagreeing, both took morally conservative stances throughout the Progressive Era.  Both took the stance that monopolistic corporations should be treated like individuals. If the corporation is acting appropriately, leave it alone; it is behaving badly however, then it needs to be punished. Both also disliked expansion and imperialism on a moral basis, but also on a practical basis. Hoar argued that if the US colonized other countries and brought in their immigrants, then there would be less work available to American citizens, particularly noting the grave consequences it could have on African Americans. The last of their conservative stances was against progressivism in their belief that it invited radical measures of revolution into American society.  Both Hoar and Platt disapproved of many of the changes brought about by Progressivism, but certainly made the most of riding the wave of morality the came with the Progressive Movement.

Regier, C.C. Era of the Muckrakers. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1957.


Era of the Muckrakers is the story of liberal journalism during the early part of the 20th century. Regier points out several facts that made the muckrakers who they were and why they were successful.  Although muckraking is often seen as just that, raking up the muck of society, Regier sees it in a different light. Muckraking is the story of overcoming indifference. Muckraking strove towards eliminating big business and boss politics rule over American society as it had for the previous decades.


When it comes down to it, Muckraking is the story of the underdog.  “By and large, muckrakers were neither doctrinaire reformers nor hard-boiled economists; they were newspaper men with a generous interest in human nature, considerable confidence in American democracy, and a sportsmanlike desire for fair play” (147).  In essence, muckrakers were looking to create a fair playing ground for all Americans to play upon.


The job of the Muckraker was to speak up for the voiceless everyday average Joe.  Although never claiming to create policy to change society, muckrakers took an extreme liberal stance in order to criticize a society that had just gone through conservative dominance for three decades.  The job of the muckraker was to inspire the Progressive man to create change.  In essence, yesterday’s muckraker is today’s critic; while not having any real say in the outcome, he points out all the ills and wrongs in hopes of change for the better.

Compare/Contrast
	Smith (from Colburn/Pozzetta)
Similarities:

Morality is vital

Disliked imperialism (hurt American workers)
Differences: 

Focused on conservatives 

Disliked radical progressivism


	Reiger

Similarities:

Desire for fair play

Spoke for the average American
Spoke up against ills of society

Differences:

Focused on liberals 

Muckraking as overcoming indifference

Spoke up against ills of society




Monograph Discussion for Students

Edwina Smith and C.C. Reiger have written works on the Progressive era that covers vastly different people who lived in that society who at times have striking similarities. Smith’s piece, “Response to Reform: Conservatives and the Progressive Era,” discusses two conservative Senators and their stances on selected topics of importance during the early 1900’s. Reiger’s book, Era of the Muckrakers, on the other hand looks at how liberal muckraking journalists looked at comparable issues of the time period.


It is quite clear on the surface that there would be differences to be seen between liberal muckrakers and conservative Senators.  First of all are the opposing political ideologies that have already been established.  Next is the level of activism between the groups. The Senators that Smith discusses wish for little to be changed.  They dislike expansion and radical Progressivism, while not wanting to break up big monopolies unless they were practicing egregiously unethical business. On the other hand, the muckrakers discussed by Reiger wish for nothing but large societal change from government to big business to living conditions for the poor.  The last difference can be seen in the views of what the muckraker actually does.  To the muckraker himself, his job is to overcome indifference in society to create change.  The Senators would like nothing more for society to change little if at all.

On the other hand, there are similarities that can be seen in these two seemingly different groups.  Although not the same amount and not always on the same topics, they both spoke of the ills that existed in society. They also both believed in fairness. If big business was not playing by the rule book, both groups would be quick to try and change that ill in society. Lastly and most importantly, they were both looking out for the average American. The conservatives were anti-imperialistic because they believed it would hurt the job prospect of the American working man.  On the same note, the job of the muckraker was to inspire change in America often for the safety and welfare of the average American.
 Short Primary Source 1: Booker T. Washington’s “Atlanta Compromise”
1. What are the people in the distressed ship being told to do? What happens when they finally do it?

2. Where are African Americans asked to cast down their buckets? 

3. How do races prosper?

4. How will social equality come according to the wisest of African Americans?

5. Booker T. Washington implied that political and social power cannot exist without economic power. Was this true around the turn of the century? Explain.

6. Do you think that today political and social power are tied more closely to economical power than they were during Washington’s time? Defend you answer with specific examples.
Short Primary Source 2: W. E. B. Du Bois’ The Souls of the Black Folk
1. What is Du Bois’ immediate criticism of Washington?

2. Where does Du Bois think Washington places the status of African Americans?

3. According to Du Bois, what three things do African Americans have to give up when following Washington?
4. What three things need to be overcome for African Americans to make progress?

5. According to Du Bois, for what failure was Washington especially to be criticized? What did Du Bois think was the consequence of the failure?

6. Has either of these two approaches helped the betterment of African Americans in today’s society? Which one? Defend your answer.
Long Primary Source: The Southern Review “How the South really Feels about Woman Suffrage”

1. How close was the women’s suffrage amendment (19th) to being ratified?

2. Were Southern editors in favor of or against women’s suffrage?

3. What did the Richmond News-leader say as the biggest reason against universal women’s suffrage?
4. What argument against suffrage did the Wheeling Register give? What was the response by the Clarksburg Telegram?

5. Which paper gives the most compelling argument for women’s suffrage? Explain.

6. Look up worldwide women’s suffrage on the internet and see which countries do not allow women to vote. Which countries are they? In what regions of the world do they exist? Why do you think they have not granted women the right to vote as of yet?
Picture


This picture shows the change from the old antiquated times of the 1800’s to the modern age to come with the new century.  The old man of the 19th century (accompanied by the 1899 Record of what was, riding the old mode of transportation, and carrying the sickle of death) is being replaced by the young child of the 20th century riding his new automobile filled with the glowing promise of new industry and business.  The lady of Houston is guiding the boy in to her fair city, one that is ripe for change and progress in the new century. 

Critical Thinking Assignment: Draw a picture comparing the feeling of change that came with new century from 1999 to 2000.  You can include items such as the emergence of the internet, cell phones, the Y2K scare and anything else you would like either in society or your own personal life.

Poem (See Appendix A)

Carl Sandburg’s poem on Government speaks of the government as a living entity. He tells of the fact that government is made up of people, fallible people. He describes a policeman mistreating a drunkard; a judge taking a bribe; militia threatening to kill innocent men on strike. Sandburg paints a picture of fallible men on both government and civilian sides.


According to Sandburg, we are all sinners. The underlying notion in this poem however, is that the sins of government workers are worse than the sins of most. He makes this quite clear when he says, “A Government is just as secret and mysterious and sensitive/as any human sinner carrying a load of germs.” The government worker is not just a sinner, but a sinner who also carries germs to spread around, almost as if he could do it at will.


Ultimately, Sandburg lets us understand that we all have faults. He is asking that changes be made in the government since it is an aspect that is (and has been for generations) ridden with egregious faults. It can be implied that new men with lesser faults could fulfill this role.

Critical Thinking Assignment: Write a poem on your view of the government today. Your poem can support or be against topics such as the Iraq War, our stance on Iran’s quest for nuclear weapon, terrorism, immigration, Patriot Act, or anything else the President has talked about recently.
	
	Government
 
	


	 
	The Government -- I heard about the Government and 
I went out to find it. I said I would look closely at 
it when I saw it.
Then I saw a policeman dragging a drunken man to 
the callaboose. It was the Government in action.
I saw a ward alderman slip into an office one morning
and talk with a judge. Later in the day the judge 
dismissed a case against a pickpocket who was a 
live ward worker for the alderman. Again I saw 
this was the Government, doing things.
I saw militiamen level their rifles at a crowd of 
workingmen who were trying to get other workingmen
to stay away from a shop where there was a strike 
on. Government in action.
Everywhere I saw that Government is a thing made of 
men, that Government has blood and bones, it is 
many mouths whispering into many ears, sending 
telegrams, aiming rifles, writing orders, saying 
"yes" and "no."
Government dies as the men who form it die and are laid
away in their graves and the new Government that
comes after is human, made of heartbeats of blood,
ambitions, lusts, and money running through it all,
money paid and money taken, and money covered 
up and spoken of with hushed voices.
A Government is just as secret and mysterious and sensitive
as any human sinner carrying a load of germs,
traditions and corpuscles handed down from 
fathers and mothers away back. 

Carl Sandburg 1916
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