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New Deal

Chapter Summary


Chapter 22 focuses on the New Deal. Stemming from several years of the Great Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt ran for the presidency and won, immediately promising a “new deal for the American people.” Once in office, Roosevelt and Congress passed many bills in efforts of relief, recovery, and reform for Americans. Programs like the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) were set up as relief efforts in order to give Americans jobs and get money flowing into the economy; economic recovery came in the form of the Public Works Administration (PWA), Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA) and others; the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) were established as reform programs in order to ensure disasters like the Stock Market Crash of 1929 would never occur again. Such bold initiative was critiqued by many. Some like the American Liberty League felt there was too much government intervention. Others such as Huey Long and Charles Coughlin felt the programs did not go far enough to get the United States out of the Great Depression.  To this day, fervent arguments are held over the success/failures of the New Deal as well as the strengths and weaknesses of how FDR transformed the presidency into a seat of immense power. 
Do Now: What do you think about George Bush’s power as president today? Does he have too much? Not enough? What would you change? How would this make things better?
Guided Reading Question:

1. As you read this section of Chapter 22, create a chart with three columns labeled:  "New Deal Programs," "Purpose," and "Results".  Bullet information that lists the accomplishments of the First New Deal programs.  

2. Why was FDR elected in 1932?  What personal characteristics of his seemed to appeal to the general public? 

3. What were the three major goals of the New Deal?

4. In general, how did liberal and conservative critics differ in their opposition to the New Deal?

5. How did the Second New Deal help sharecroppers, migrant workers, and other poor farmers? 

6. What arguments could be used by the supporters and critics of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the National Youth Administration (NYA)? 

7. What were the major provisions of the Wagner Act of 1935?  Why could it be called the "Magna Carta of Labor?"

8. Why might the Social Security Act be considered the most important achievement of the entire New Deal era?

9. What is "deficit spending?"  Why was the New Deal over, in reality, by 1939? 

10. What impact did the New Deal have on the role and structure of the federal government?

Monograph Summaries

Conklin, Paul. The New Deal. Wheeling, IL: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 1992.

Paul Conklin’s The New Deal aims to analyze Roosevelt and his programs that Conklin believes were successes and failures.  Conklin lays major critique on programs that overstepped their bounds including some that were eventually deemed unconstitutional, including the National Recovery Administration (NRA) and portions of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA). Not only were these programs illegal, but they were also seen as economically unsound, often “taking from Peter to pay Paul” (41).  This led to cases of many poor farmers, instead of being helped, they were often hurt by New Deal programs.
Another criticism Conklin gives is the complete hodge-podge of New Deal programs which lacked a cohesive focus. Each New Deal program is seen as a band-aid for a different problem with no unified solution to fix the problem as a whole.  He also discusses the fact that Roosevelt used trial and error methods that had no grounding other than ideas, of which, many did not work. Conklin sees these two items as economically very dangerous and could have potentially worsened the Great Depression.

Although not agreeing with Roosevelt throwing programs out left and right with no direction, Conklin does admire the fact that Roosevelt took a strong stance in an effort to dig America out of the Great Depression. Inaction was not the correct path to take to solve a problem of this magnitude. His major wish would be that a cohesive plan would have been more effective, noting that there was virtually no change in all major economic indexes from 1931-1936. He uses this example to critique the fact that a liberal America was in as bad a shape as a conservative one and this is not the direction America should be heading in.

Ekirch, Arthur. Ideologies and Utopias: The Impact of the New Deal on American Thought. Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1969.


The sections of Ideologies and Utopias that look directly at the New Deal both praise and critique the New Deal and its programs. It praises the solid stance the New Deal takes in the struggle to overcome the Great Depression. Using a three-sided approach of retrenchment/budget balancing/laissez faire, integration/social planning, and trust-busting/government regulation, Roosevelt took a firm approach to getting America back on its feet.

However, Ekirch does state that the New Deal did not go far enough. There is not enough progressive legislation for Ekirch to be satisfied with the entire New Deal. Roosevelt was so eager to please everybody that he was not willing to stand up for liberal ideas according to Ekirch. He notes that saving the banking system and the creation of the SEC were means to preserve the capitalistic system as it was and to merely improve upon it, instead of changing a system, which at the time could have easily been seen as a failed system. Because of this approach to save capitalism, Ekirch notes that this is also the beginning of the end of the Socialist Party in America; America became unified under Roosevelt in the name of the common goal called capitalism.

Unifying America, however, was the greatest attribute of Roosevelt according to Ekirch. He was able to raise the morale of a depressed nation. Even if the economics did not go the way that Ekirch had wished, he notes that the feeling of hope that was instilled in America under Roosevelt was more important than any successful or failed program under the New Deal.
Compare/Contrast:

	Conklin

Similarities:

· Roosevelt’s stance of activism
· Did not agree with the direction Roosevelt took with the New Deal
· Roosevelt raised the spirits of Americans

Differences:

· Hodge-podge of programs with no direction
· New Deal’s liberal programs went too far
· America becomes a bastion for liberalism, particularly with regards to large government programs
	Ekirch 

Similarities:

· Roosevelt’s stance of activism

· Did not agree with the direction Roosevelt took with the New Deal

· Roosevelt raised the spirits of Americans
Differences:

· Three-sided attack to overcoming depression
· New Deal’s liberal programs did not go far enough
· Roosevelt is keeping the current system in place and repairing it instead of changing it altogether 


Monograph Discussion for Students


Paul Conklin’s The New Deal and Arthur Ekirch’s Ideologies and Utopias both give analysis on what they see are the strengths and weaknesses of the New Deal. Although both men agree that there were both positive and negative aspects of the New Deal, they do not agree on which aspects were positive and which were negative. For the most part, Conklin critiques from a conservative point of view. He discusses the fact that the New Deal took too much initiative and there was too much government intervention in people’s lives. Ekirch on the other hand believes that the New Deal did not go far enough. He feels that more extensive governmental programs would have help America climb out of the Great Depression faster.

The two authors also disagree on unity amongst the different New Deal programs. To Conklin, they are a random hodge-podge of different ideas that were thrown towards the American public as quickly as they entered the brains of Roosevelt’s advisors. To Ekirch, Roosevelt uses a systematic three-sided approach of retrenchment/budget balancing/laissez faire, integration/social planning, and trust-busting/government regulation to overcome depression.


However, the two men do agree on what is the probably the greatest asset of the New Deal. Roosevelt took a hard stance of activism against the Great Depression. Instead of sitting back and letting the Great Depression work itself out, Roosevelt attacked the Great Depression like it was an enemy the United States was at war with. This confidence raised the spirits of Americans across the country. Regardless of which programs were seen as positive or negative, one thing is clear between both authors: Roosevelt boosted the morale of the American people; this is the true strength of the New Deal.

Primary Source Questions:
Shouse, Jouett. “Shall We Plow Under the Supreme Court?” Speech of Jouett Shouse before the Bondmen's Club.  Chicago, Illinois, February 6, 1936. http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/Special/mpa/shouse-all.html
1. In what ways are Roosevelt’s actions being critiqued in the first two paragraphs?

2. How does the author portray Mr. Wallace’s and Mr. Ickes’ views on the Supreme Court? How important are these two people considered to be by the author?

3. How have the bills (of the New Deal) been created and passed? What is his opinion of them?

4. What has happened to Congress?

5. What is happening in America due to the Supreme Court? What will the author do if President Roosevelt tries to “plow under the Supreme Court?”

6. Explain the basic viewpoints (liberal or conservative) of all three branches of the national government. Which ones agree? Do they all? Is there a balance of power between the three branches? Is it more important that they all agree or disagree? Explain.

Thomas, Norman. “Norman Thomas Proposes Socialism.” 1934.

1. What is necessary for a cure to unemployment?

2. What is Thomas’ major critique of the New Deal?

3. What is socialization not? What is it?

4. What areas of society does Thomas propose to socialize?

5. Why does socialism not become prominent in America at this time?

6. There are other parties that exist in America today other than Democrats and Republicans. However, they have not shared in the successes of either of these two parties on a national level. Create a scenario in which a third party rises to national prominence and wins the presidency. What triggered people to look outside of the major two parties? How did they decide which minor party to turn towards (Socialist, Green, Labor, Libertarian, etc.)?

Roosevelt, Franklin. First Inaugural Address. http://millercenter.virginia.edu/scripps/diglibrary/prezspeeches/roosevelt/index.html. Original speech given March 4, 1933.
1. What does Roosevelt believe of this great nation?

2. What is the general tone of the first couple of paragraphs? Why?

3. What is the greatest primary task of the nation? How does Roosevelt plan on achieving this?

4. What does Roosevelt compare the people of the US to with respects to temper?

5. What does Roosevelt ask Congress to give him? What do you think of this?

6. If you had won the presidency and were being inaugurated tomorrow, what would your first paragraph look like? How do you view the state of the nation?

Picture:
Krider, Alden. Painting depicting the activities of the National Youth Administration. http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/new_deal_for_the_arts/index.html. 1936.


The painting by Krider depicts the positives brought about by the New Deal. The picture shows that under the National Youth Administration, Americans were hired by the government in all sorts of occupations. From road workers and coal miners to cartographers and scientists, the youth of America was hired by the government to jumpstart the economy and ensure skilled young Americans will keep the United States at the forefront of economic success. This is best noted by the placard on the wall stating, “We can ill afford to lose the energy and skill of these young men and women.” Also, Krider himself is employed by the national government under the Federal Art Project of the WPA. Overall, Krider is showing that the New Deal is working and change for the better is coming about due to Roosevelt’s programs.

Critical Thinking Assignment: 
What kind of jobs does the government employ today? How does the scope of programs compare to the New Deal? More? Less? Should there be more or less than what we currently have? Explain.
Song:

Carter, A.P. No Depression (in Heaven). http://www.fortunecity.com/tinpan/parton/2/history.html#. 1936.


A. P. Carter’s song No Depression (in Heaven) laments of the struggles that existed during the Great Depression. For Carter, the New Deal brought no relief and this is causing men’s hearts to fail. The worries have become so heavy upon Carter and those that he sings about that it is a better alternative to be in heaven where he will be free from care. The world of heaven that awaits him is the utopia that one can only dream of during the Depression, where there is no hunger, weeping, coffins or death. The Great Depression has gotten so bad that soon millions will die and go to the place where there is “no depression.” This is a stark contrast to the viewpoint of Krider’s picture. Both were created in the same year, yet their outlooks for America come to very divergent conclusions.

Critical Thinking Assignment: 
Create a song, poem, or piece of artwork that explains the current viewpoint of an American that is significantly different from your own. What are the issues facing this person? Is this person’s outlook on America more positive or negative than your own?
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