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Approaches to Civil Rights

Summary:


Chapter 28 focuses on the Civil Rights Movement. From the end of WWII to the early 1970’s, many Americans decided to take a stand against racial prejudice that had existed in America since its colonial foundings.  The idea of “separate but equal” (established in Plessy v. Ferguson – 1896) was anything but that.  In May 1954, the Supreme Court had reached a decision on a case entitled Brown v. Board of Education in which there was no way that schools which were separate were also equal.  This event along with the lynching of Emmett Till and Rosa Parks being thrown in jail sparked a movement to end segregation and racism in America.  This mass movement, led by powerful leaders such as Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X had many different types of followers and approaches.  Dr. King and his followers (consisting of blacks and whites young and old) used non-violent approaches such sit-ins, bus boycotts, and marches in order for their voices to be heard.  Malcolm X believed in a more radical approach.  For him, African-Americans needed to take back their equality.  Initially, Malcolm X did not even believe this was possible himself, so he pushed for black separatism in which blacks should create their own society.  In the years leading up to his assassination, he changed his views on separatism, but still felt that African-Americans must actively seek equality, even if it meant retaliatory violence.  Both leaders had been able to spur mass movements in order to create societal change in the way that African-Americans were viewed and treated.
Do Now: Briefly explain a situation in America that has caused controversy and debate (I.E. Iraq War). What are two opposing sides to the debate? Does either (or both) justify violence as a means to an end? Why do you think this is so? Do you agree with the justification? Explain.
Guided Reading:

1. Why weren't schools in all regions desegregated immediately after the Brown decision?

2. In what ways were the Little Rock desegregation and Rosa Park's defiance on a Montgomery bus turning points in the struggle for civil rights?

3. What were the goals of the SCLC and SNCC?

4. How did the tactics of the student protestors from SNCC differ from those of the boycotters in Montgomery, AL?

5. What did the freedom riders hope to achieve? 
6.  In what ways was the civil rights campaign in Selma similar to the one in Birmingham?

7. What is the difference between de facto segregation and de jure segregation?  Why is the first harder to eliminate?

8. How did the ideas of Malcolm X differ from those of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.?

9. Why were the Black Panthers created?  What was their goal?

10. Why is the Civil Rights Act of 1968 considered to be the most important civil rights legislation since Reconstruction?
Monograph Summaries

Walton, Haynes. The Political Philosophy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Company, 1971.


Walton’s book aims at dissecting Martin Luther King, Jr.’s approach to civil rights.  It looks to “…identify and evaluate the special character and development of King’s political philosophy, the problems with which he was primarily concerned, the historical context that nourished his thought, his proposals for social action, and his normative doctrines” (x).  Walton’s assessment of King is pretty simple. Dr. King took a liberal non-violent approach in the struggle against racism in America.  His most direct influence was Gandhi.  For both King and Gandhi, the only way the voice of a minority (or oppressed) group could be heard was through non-violent activism. Violence only breeds violence. If you are in a minority, it is virtually impossible to win through physical conflict.  Peaceful activism is a path towards achieving peaceful negotiations in the struggle for equality. This is what King professed on both practical and moral grounds.

However, Walton does not agree with Dr. King’s philosophy and tactics. Walton discredits King’s stance that all human beings are moral; by taking the moral route of non-violence to achieve equality, King is mistaken and will never convert those that will not listen to his moral message. On both a societal and personal level, humans are both good and evil. Walton states that it is impossible to convert society on a purely moral basis. Instead, Walton justifies violence as a means towards equality when it is appropriate. For Walton, both violence and non-violence are acceptable as long as there is proper justification for either. 
Leader, Edward. Understanding Malcolm X.  New York: Vantage Press, 1993.


Leader looks to explain the political philosophy of Malcolm X.  He aims to dissect the ideas of Malcolm X as a member of the Nation of Islam and how he changed after his association with the Nation no longer existed.  Leader also examines the relationships with the Nation itself, black and white relations, and Malcolm X’s relations and views of other black leaders such as Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Malcolm X was a member of the Nation of Islam in his early public career. Seeing himself as a messenger of the word of Elijah Muhammad, he spoke of Black Nationalism. He pressed for a complete separation of black America from white America.  Malcolm X had no problem justifying violence to achieve this as long as it was used as a defensive measure.  Malcolm X did not believe in preemptive violence, but saw self-defense as a completely justifiable use of violence against an oppressive white society.


During the early 1960’s, particularly after a visit to Mecca, Malcolm X’s viewpoints diverged from the Nation of Islam.  Seeing “good white” Muslims in Mecca, Malcolm X’s perspective on the “white devil” began to change.  For this, he was kicked out of the Nation of Islam and began to speak publicly for himself and his own viewpoints.  Although he still saw white America as oppressive (and still supported violence as a self-defense measure), he understood that blacks and whites alike needed one another and complete separation of the two was impractical. This is where his stance of criticizing civil rights for trying to “cooperate with the enemy” changed to admiration for a strong civil rights movement and aided in the movement himself.  
Compare/Contrast:
	Walton

Similarities:

Activism brings change

Walton justifies violence as a self-defense measure
Worked towards equality and unity

Peaceful negotiations would solve issues

Differences:

Martin Luther King, Jr. does not justify violence under any circumstance

Worked towards equality and unity

Humans will always give in to their moral side given time
	Leader

Similarities:

Activism brings change

Malcolm X justifies violence as a self-defense measure

Worked towards equality and unity at end of his life

Peaceful negotiations would solve issues; believed this towards the end of his life

Differences:

Malcolm X justifies violence as a self-defense measure
Believed in a separate Black Nation while working with the Nation of Islam

Humans have both good and evil in them and good will not always prevail




Monograph Discussion for Students:

Haynes Walton and Edward Leader have both written books on important African-Americans of the 1950’s and 1960’s. Walton wrote about the political philosophy of Martin Luther King, Jr.; Leader wrote about Malcolm X’s political philosophy. Both looked to examine and criticize the approaches King and Malcolm X took to solve the problem of racism in America.

Walton saw King as a man who preached non-violent activism in order to achieve equality amongst the races.  From this stance and only this stance, the minority can force peaceful negotiations to better society.  On the other side is Leader and his analysis of Malcolm X.  He looks at two distinctly different Malcolm X’s. The first is a member of the Nation is Islam who believed in a black separatist movement in which blacks remove themselves from white society. After his separation from the Nation of Islam he changed his stance and started to work towards unity and equality amongst blacks and whites. During both of these periods of his life, Malcolm X justified violence as a means for self-defense.

Both Walton and Leader give critiques from a similar viewpoint. Walton is quick to critique King’s stance of non-violence believing that on both a societal and personal level, humans are both good and evil.  Dr. King based his philosophy on the fact that everybody has a good side and will eventually listen to it. According to Walton, not everyone will listen to their good side.  Leader criticizes Malcolm X’s early Nation of Islam standpoint of Black Nationalism, stating that it is irrational to think that there could be a separate black society and white society living side by side. Both races are equally dependent upon one another. The two authors would most highly agree with Malcolm X during the last years of his life. They believe in equality amongst the races. They also believe that violence is a justifiable means of achieving this goal as long as it is in self-defense. 


Personally, I agree with Dr. King.  Violence will only breed more violence. Even though non-violence can also breed violence from the opposition (which did happen in many places Dr. King and his followers went to), ultimately it will cause other who do not wish for violence to occur to speak up and push for non-violent compromise to solve the solution.
Short Primary Source 1 Questions- Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/
1. What are King’s reasons for being in Birmingham? How does King answer to the charge of being an outsider? 
2. How does the interrelatedness of all communities affect King’s decision to be in Birmingham?

3. What are the four basic steps of nonviolent direct action? For each of the steps state the example in Birmingham. 
4. Why did King and others decide to delay their actions? 
5. What does King mean by “constructive nonviolent tension” and how does he define its goal? 
6. “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.” What does this mean for individuals who have ignored the issues of Birmingham? What does this mean today for each of us living in United States? 
Short Primary Source 2 Questions- Malcolm X “The Crisis of Racism” Speech

http://www.brothermalcolm.net/mxwords/whathesaidarchive.html (Start at approx 5:55)

1. What does the LA Times say happen in Los Angeles? 

2. How do Muslims arm themselves?

3. What kind of blazing gun battle happened?

4. What did this incident do for African-Americans in L.A.?

5. Should black people ever be accused of violence?

6. Does Malcolm X justify violence in America?

7. What are some ways that Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to bring about change in society? How about Malcolm X? What is the biggest problem that America faces today? Whose tactic would be more successful in solving that problem? Explain.
Long Primary Source Questions – The Pierre Burton Interview with Malcolm X. http://www.malcolm-x.org/docs/int_pbert.htm
1. What does the phrase ‘the chickens coming home to roost” actually mean according to Malcolm X?

2. Can the oppressed be considered to have hate? Why or why not?

3. How can different races get along with one another?

4. Malcolm X talks about “whatever is necessary” in order for blacks to receive the protection they deserve. Exactly what does he mean by this statement?

5. What kind of society does Malcolm X believe we can live in?

6. Do we now live in a society based on equality? Explain.

Poem: McKenzie, Jamie. “Standing Tall.” http://www.fno.org/poetry/standing.html

Jamie McKenzie’s poem “Standing Tall” tells of the strength of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Like the title suggests, the poem speaks of times that King stood tall in Montgomery, Selma and other Southern cities.  It also speaks about what King was standing tall for: peace, love, freedom, and breaking down hatred. These were the main issues of the 1960’s, particularly in the South. It tells of standing tall for non-violence, even when those on his own side called for destructive measures.  Even after his assassination, his legacy still stands for peace and equality for all Americans. This poem encompasses what Martin Luther King, Jr. stood for in the past as well as what his image stands for in the present.

Critical Thinking Assignment: Martin Luther King, Jr. was seen as a hero to many. Write a poem of a modern-day hero of yours as you would like him/her remembered in future generations. 
Picture: Malcolm X with newspaper http://www.brothermalcolm.net/2002/photographs/index.html

This is a picture of Malcolm X holding up a newspaper with a headline that reads “Seven Unarmed Negroes Shot in Cold Blood by Los Angeles Police.” This occurred in late April 1962.  Malcolm X was in an uproar over this event at the time that it happened. Looking at this picture, there are several different viewpoints that could have emerged at the time. There are those who feared retaliation in the name of self-defense. Others called for a change in the system and the way police conducted their business in order to avoid further tragedy. The photographer took this picture in order to stir up emotions about the situation in Los Angeles.  It is a call for African-Americans to be ready to defend him/herself if such a situation occurred again.
Critical Thinking Assignment: Find a news article that takes a stance on an issue of your choice that is against your own. Write an editorial explaining specifically why you disagree with the journalist and how you propose to solve the issue at hand.
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