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Synopsis: Oversold & Underused takes the reader through the process digitizing American classrooms and the effect it has had on students and teachers. Cuban uses examples from Silicon Valley, the heart of the computer revolution, to critique the successes and failures of technology in schools. Cuban discusses how computer technology was seen as the be all and end all for educating American children.  A large and mostly successful push to get computers into the school occurred during the Clinton administration. Cuban’s critiques have come from this point in time forward.  Since acquiring the technology, we have done nothing to revolutionize the classroom as was expected to happen by the mere presence of technology. Instead, computers may have made a teacher’s life a bit easier, but have had no real impact on student learning.  Computers have not brought about the revolution project-based learning, higher order thinking skills and increased productivity that accompanied computers during the latter half of the 1990’s.  Cuban offers five key ideas in order to overcome the shortcoming of computers in the classroom:
-Speed up the process of making computers readily available to students in each classroom

-Eliminate the gap in Internet access between urban and suburban schools

-Invest more in online curriculum and distance learning

-Increase on-demand technical support for teachers
-Add more professional development
Reflections: Although not agreeing with Cuban as I began the book, I found myself in accord with him as I further began to understand exactly what he was talking about. Although access to computers is critical if they are to have an impact on schools, that is not nearly enough to bring out success of their use. Cuban’s real goal is to bring about progressive education to the youth of America. Cuban is so highly critical of computers because he sees them as tools to achieve this, but so far, they have not aided in the change of the way we teach. Personally, I think we need to follow at least some of the advice Cuban gives. There are approximately 5 students for each computer in a school. In a classroom of 20, that’s 4 computers. Unless you are constantly running several projects at once during class time, these 4 computers are basically useless. Teachers do need more support and knowledge to help students along in the learning process. And, of course, we do need to equalize the disparities that come between rich and poor school districts. I’m not 100% sold on distance learning in the classroom other than as a supplement to what is being done inside the class. There are too many issues such as student self-discipline and home access in order to make distance learning feasible at this time.
Questions for Discussion:

With what do you agree and disagree with in Cuban’s assessment of computers in the classroom?

In your school, are computers readily available? If so, how do teachers and students use the machines in the classroom for instruction? If not, what do teachers do to incorporate technology into their teaching?

This book was written five years ago. Do you think things have changed over the past five years to overcome this issue of oversold and underused?
Do you have an example of something that we can do/use as educators in order to use computers to promote higher order thinking skills?

