PHILOSOPHY - FINALS
1) Real name:  SAURABH DAVE
2) User name:  Davesp1983

Email:          Davesp1983@yahoo.co.uk
Class:           T-Th: 8:00 – 9:30a.m.

3) 1st Movie: - The Images of “Crop Circles” and it contains the still images of Crop Circle.

4) I haven’t missed any classes so far.

5) I was late for once before midterm but after that I have always been on time, even on the game.

6) I am on “C” track.

7) My midterm grade – pass for “C” grade. 

8) I have read “The Universe In A Nutshell” completely, more than half of “The Structure Of Evolutionary” and I was about to finish “Looking At Philosophy”.

9) The favorite part of this class was not listening to lectures but no need to take notes. I wish more teachers had the intelligence to assign homework like yours because it keeps the students more interested. Also this class deals with great concepts which I didn’t know in detail like how the universe came into existence, how does the life works and what does religion teach us and so much more. I got to learn new things from this class like how to make movies and websites which I had never thought of making it. Also this class makes me think and has start making sense to me. So I can say that I had a better learning experience in your class. It was fun and also learning something new at the same thing which is pretty cool.

 WEEKLY POSTINGS!

· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10153 

· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10131 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10103 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10095 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10003 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/10002 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9972 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9971 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9960 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9940 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9920 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9919 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9910
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9909 
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9836
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9819
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9802
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9797 

· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9781
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9767
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9729
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9692
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9677
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9620
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9615
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9600
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9599
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9598
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9596
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9553
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9485
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9440
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9380
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9376
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9358
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9344
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9343
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9308
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9307
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9232
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9216
· http://groups.yahoo.com/group/msacphilosophygroup/message/9215
10) The Structure of Evolutionary Theory outlines the Darwinian Theory and lists the details of components of the theory, its history, the different structure and it gives Gould's different thoughts and arguments on the Darwinian Theory. Gould presents his differing opinions and information to back up his facts. Gould also introduces his own structure of evolutionary thought. This shows his system for combining the old theories and bringing in the newer thoughts on evolutionary theory. Gould argues that Darwinian Theory rests on three conceptual.  In Gould’s terminology, those legs are “agency” (level at which selection occurs), “efficacy” (extent to which natural selection - regardless of level - is responsible for evolutionary change), and “scope” (gradualism versus discontinuity). Neo-Darwinism used to argue that the organism was the effective level at which natural selection operates; in current vogue, selection at the level of the gene is seen as paramount. The current Darwinian consensus also maintains that natural selection is highly efficacious, responsible for nearly all evolutionary processes. And it embraces “phyletic gradualism,” Darwin’s biologizing of Lyell’s geological uniformitarianism, proclaiming that evolution ultimately involves the gradual accumulation of microevolutionary events. Gould argues, by contrast, for a “hierarchical” pattern of selection, in which differential reproduction occurs at the level of species, as well as of the individual, not at all at the gene level, that historical and structural constraints supplement and in some cases overpower selection, and that “punctuated equilibria” rather than phyletic gradualism characterize the fossil record, and thus, the evolution of life. The result, he claims, will be “a fundamentally revised evolutionary theory with a retained Darwinian core.”

11) Nietzsche felt that traditional Western philosophy and Christian religion was a front. It actually was against those trying to live a healthy valued life. He felt there were no absolutes on values and only the individual himself could control his outcome. Transvaluation of values is a complete rethinking of the whole philosophical and religious tradition that produced those traditional values. Nietzsche believed that those who died with religious belief would have the death of truth and above all any morality. There would be no good or evil, no virtue or vice but only values that were personal and subjective. Nietzsche believed humanity would be freed from the prison of virtues and morality. Nietzsche felt the norm of religion encouraged the masses to hold onto a subservient morality. He thought it was braver and more honest to break away from the belief of the traditional western philosophy and Christian religion and to live in a world where death was not feared.

12) Nietzsche had a different approach than the traditional philosopher. He felt that there was no exact order to the universe and that values were there because of the way humans were brought up and just the fact that they were born into a certain race, religion, or time. Nietzsche’s epistemological theory constituted a radical return to the sophistic period. His theory is usually called perspectivism, derived from his early training ancient records. Philologists, those students of ancient languages, knew that what were called the Bible, the Vedas, the Upanishads, and the lliad were not direct translations of single existing documents rather they were compilations of fragments of conflicting evidence derived from a dizzying number of sources. Nietzsche’s conclusion as a philologist was that there is no original text. Each of these books is simply the result of a decision to let a particular interpretation represent an end product. Nietzsche translated his philological insight into an ontological and epistemological doctrine. Just as in philology there is no original text, so in reality and knowledge there is neither “pure being nor original datum”. According to him “There are no gods”, no Platonic Forms, no substances, no “things-in-themselves”, or even any “things”. He believes that the only thing exists is flux and chaos, upon which we must impose our will.  Therefore, Nietzsche says that there is no “existence of gods” and also there can be no such thing as knowing in the Platonic sense. Nietzsche wanted to see what would happen if this rejection of belief would upset the older of values and if mankind could govern themselves he felt most could not.
13) He criticizes the Christian morality as ascetic morality which is explicitly anti-nature and tending towards the destruction of the strength of humanity. He was critical of Christian morality because he felt that it denied human beings the right to think of what would be morally right on their own. He felt Christian morality was about guilt and that using guilt to control peoples' emotions was wrong. Nietzsche argues that the concepts that Christianity uses to analyze moral experience, especially sin and the afterlife, which are entirely imaginary and psychologically destructive. These categories deprecate human experience, making its significance appear viler than it actually is. Painting reality in a morbid light, Christian moral concepts motivate Christians to adopt somewhat paranoid and hostile attitudes toward their own behavior and that of others. Convinced of their own sinfulness and worthiness of eternal damnation, Christians are driven to seek spiritual reassurance at tremendous costs in terms of their own mental health and their relationships to others.
14) Truth meaning loyalty, trustworthiness, sincerity, genuineness and honesty. It is also the quality of being in accordance with experience, facts, or reality or actual existence. The belief or teaching regarded by the speaker as the true one. This is the dictionary definition of truth. With a better understanding of truth I will try to show how eight different philosophers try to portray the idea of truth. The first philosopher named Heraclitus portrayed truth by trying to hide or diguise it. Heraclitus was considered the Dark One or Obscure One. He wrote his thoughts or truths in short sentences or a form of poetry. His truth was considered a bit pessimistic but it portrayed a certain mood and was not flowery, it spoke in plain terms. It told things without sugar coating it. Plato the next philosopher that I will talk about compares truth to the soul. Truth is external in its true form. Plato lists his concepts and theories in forms. The forms show the excess part of the truth. Plato likes to refer to things in their purest state. This is why Plato feels truth to be external. In its perfect state it will always last. Plotinus was a philosopher that created much upheaval. He expressed different philosophical views during a time period called Neoplatonism. Plotinus felt absolute truth and certainty could not be found in this world. Plotinus felt that achieving the truth can only happen through extra-rationally or through an ecstatic union with God. Plotinus felt that God was the absolute. So truth can only be found in the "one” or God or as Plotinus referred to it as the absolute. The next two philosophers’s had a positive influence on allowing science to flourish without having to justify the thoughts in theological terms. John Scotus Eriugena felt there was no room for religious belief. God was calm, kind understanding in all situations. Not a tyrant like once thought or dictator of morals. Tertullian the antiphilosopher felt that the belief should be in the absurd or so far from what was dictated.  The truth in this instance is contradictory. One truth is in faith the other is in a reason that justifies whatever is felt at the time. Both felt their points of view correct. Both had a right to there individual truth. G.W.F. Hegel thought truth to be in one's mind. He called this concept absolute idealism. This concept was that nothing but ideas exists. The equation in Hegel's mind was mind = reality then reality = God. Hegel thought truth could not be criticized if it only existed in one's mind. In religious teachings this thought was contradicted because the truth was the belief in God and if you thought differently you did not believe in the truth. Hegal felt the truth was in each individual and not separate. Jeremy Bentham felt truth could be manipulated to whatever was the best good. If telling the truth would not better the situation or helps the cause then it was more important to keep the truth out of the picture. Bentham felt pleasure was the root for what motivated man and universe. Happiness is the measure for right and wrong. The stronger the happiness the more right the thought is. So Bentham's truth is fairly shallow. It looks to only one side of the picture. William James is the eighth philosopher I will use to talk about truth. He also uses truth to help in one's experience. He feels truth comes about because of what we experience in life. The truth makes it possible to live do one's work and enjoy what we have achieved. If we are honest in what we do life will go on. The truth has to be concrete in this instance. If you say something is so it has to be. Truth in each instance has been the thought and belief that what each man is doing is correct. Even if there is disagreement as long as one is true to one's self there is truth.
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