Path of Destruction Drakes Bar 21/02/02

James and Dave arrive in Drakes on a cold winters night only to be quickly warmed up by the buzzing DIY activity that is going on. The band are quickly identified and the Residue team stumble forward to ask for an interview. The band seem surprised but pleased at this proposal. Moments later we are in the lounge Dictaphones rolling.

Dave: To start how many of you are there in the band? 

Andy: 4 but one of the guys is chasing some woman.

Dave: Can you introduce yourselves and what Instruments you play?

Andy: I’m Andy and I do Vocals.

Link:   I’m Link and I play Bass.

Chad: Well I’m Chad and I play Drums.

Dave:  Which member was in Code 13? 

Andy: That’d be Rick the guitar player who isn’t here.

Dave:  So how’s the tour going so Far? 

Andy: Good yeah it’s great.

Dave: What cities have you played so far? 

Andy: We started in Paris then we played San Beric in a squat called the Wagon then Bristol and then London, Boston and the 1in12 in Bradford.

James: So you’ve been on tour awhile?

Andy: A couple of weeks now and we still have 2 to go but its all up in the air as our German promoter had to go to Hospital so we're unsure what’s Happening now.

Dave: Where are you from?

Andy: Minneapolis.

Dave:  Is there a good scene there? 

Andy: Yeah there’s a lot of good Bands there, Code13, Misery, though Code13 aren't around any longer. Scorned, Calloused just broke up Ponchius Pilate.

Dave: Is this the DIY scene?

Andy: Yeah its like Ass Rash and all those bands and a lot of people who aren't in the bands still hang around and live there so its good and they participate and put together venues and what not. Havoc Records and Profane existence.

Dave: Does the band have any political views?

Andy: We all have our own political views.

Link: We're not like overly PC or nothing but we all care about animals and whatnot staying DIY and doing the scene Womans Issues is 
something we care about.

Rick: My Only political view about the band is that we keep playing the underground gig bases. First of all its more fun and secondly its to show people that you can do it as much as you want without having to sign your life away to some contract.

James: Do you see a lot of bands around you doing that? 

Rick: We see a lot of People who want to do it. They never explore the underground side of music they want to go straight to the top sign 
the contract and never experience anything else just go Mainstream. Some bands in Minneapolis will start and they wont put out a underground release or anything like that not even a 7 inch, they just go straight for the demo and send it out to 12 record companies and what not.

Dave: How did you get to Europe?

Andy: We flew to Amsterdam and then drove up the way. We got a driver from Brittany he picked us up there.

Dave: What’s the worst gig you've ever played?

Andy and Link: The one before we left.

Dave: What happened there?

Link: Chad and Rick showed up 2 and a half hours late and had been at the bar awhile before hand. Everything Just fell apart it was a disaster we cleared out the room in about 3 songs.

Andy: That was definitely the worst I wanted to leave the stage so badly. Rick didn't even get it he was just like 'What, What?' and I was like 'dude I'm done' and he just didn't get it.

Dave: How long has the band been together?

Andy: About 8 months.

Dave: I liked your demo.

Link: Thanks we're doing a 2nd one soon not sure to do a split 7 inch with another Minneapolis band or record a few more songs and do a full 7 inch.

Dave: Do you have day jobs when you're back home?

Andy: Yeah I work at a pizza place.

Link:   I do landscapes, Gardening and stuff.

Chad: I'm also a cook.

Dave: Quite a few punks seem to be cooks or chefs.

Andy: Yeah they can keep you out of the way.

James: What do you do whilst travelling between gigs?

Link: We drink a lot in the van, just seeing sites.

Andy: I try to write a lot down and stuff but he’s (points at Chad) been acing me on that keeping Journals and stuff. But in the van it’s hard to write it rattles around so much.

Dave: Have you all been to Scotland Before? 

Link:  It’s our first Time 

Dave: What do you think of it here?

Link: Its cold and Blustery 

Chad: Its Kinda Brutal.

James: Done any Sight Seeing?

Link: Not too Much, We saw some of London when we were there. I'd like to see the Castle in Edinburgh tomorrow though.

Dave: Do you play for any other bands? 

Link: I'm in a Band called Ponchius Pilate.

Dave: How do you decide what band gets Priority? 

Link: Well before the tour this band got priority I didn't play for any other bands for 2 months. When we get back I'll try to get something going again though.

Chad: I used to play in Calloused who were around for 4 years. I now also play for a band Death Truck who are just trying to take of at the moment.

Dave: With the age limit being 21 in America is it hard for kids to get involved in the Scene?

Andy: Until A new venue called the Babylon opened up a few months ago yeah, Before that there was no all ages venue.

Link: There was a place Called the Red Sea but they had the bar in a separate room so sometimes the band would have half a crowd as the others would be at the bar.

Dave: What are your plans for the rest of the year?

Andy: We'll probably take it easy when we get back I think we'll probably go into the studio or something and record the songs that we write along the way. Our friend Tom records us and I'm really happy with what he does, We can get in there and lay out what we want and lay out tracks. Before it was a stress to go on tour but now we can be a bit more laid back about it.

James: Do you find funding the band difficult?

Andy: Yeah, well I guess, Chad has the most expensive apartment. 

Link: It depends on how you live. Before we left I had a really expensive apartment my room really sunk me each month and then on top of that I had all my Bills I had to borrow a lot of money.

Chad: We're all Homeless when we get back pretty much we all moved out so we wouldn't have to pay rent whilst on tour. Luckily we all have girlfriends so we should have places to stay.

Andy: We were going to buy a house but then right before we left it all fell through.

Dave: Do you plan to do any festivals in the summer? Do you have DIY festivals in the US?

Chad: Yeah there are festivals every year. We might play the Barn Fest which is in Minneapolis.

Dave: Are there any outdoor festivals?

Andy: There's a couple there's the South West festival which is in New Mexico but you just find out about that a couple of weeks before it happens.

Chad: The festivals are really spread out across the country South West Fest in Mexico then Spider Fest in Canada which is the opposite side of the US.

James: Do you have Jobs to go home to? 

Chad: I have to work the next day.

Andy: I have to work two days after.

Dave: Did you have any problems leaving the US?

Link: We got asked to leave the first airplane we got on. Chad and Rick had got too drunk at the bar before we got on. So we were asked to leave that plane. Then we had to wait five hours and they separated us on the next plane. We couldn't sit together.

Dave: Sometimes Bands have problems with visas as customs say they need work visas to play here.

Andy: No problems, but if we had been questioned about it we were here to Jam with friends. We all had the same story, which was a total lie.

Chad: We sent our T-shirts across before hand so we didn't have to carry them across a big box of T-shirts.

Link: We didn't even get checked we could have just carried them over and saved a heap of money.

Andy: But you have to be safe if you get caught you either get taxed a 
heap of money, or they confiscate it.

Dave: What equipment did you take over? 

Link: The guitars.

Chad: I took my Snare and my Cymbals.

Dave: There are a few Residue questions we often ask so we'll ask them.

Dave: Would you run into a burning house to save a Kitten?
Link: I would, I'm a cat man.

Dave: Would you run into a Burning house to save Britney Spears?

Chad: As a human I probably would, but not because she's beautiful or anything I can't stand that.

Andy: Yeah at our old house Sammy this older punk guy has Britney spears posters and stuff so maybe for his sake It'd break his little heart if she died, but not for me.

Dave: Last Scenario, Would you run into a burning house to save President Bush?

All 3: Let him burn.

Chad: Yeah we'd put gas on him.

Dave: Any famous last words.

Andy: Just thankyou for doing this and we're just happy to be over here.

Chad: Peace, Pot, Headshot, Pigs will pay.

Andy: (laughs) No.

Chad: That’s Ricks.

 Dave: Well thanks for the interview.
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