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Dropkick Murphys formed in 1996 in Boston, MA. The band was originally just a bunch of friends looking to play music for fun. They started playing in the basement of a friend's barbershop and their goal was to blend the musical influences we had grown up with (Punk Rock, Irish Folk, Rock, and Hardcore) into one loud, raucous, chaotic, and often out of tune mix that they could call their own.

On a Cold Dark winters night after what seemed like hours of waiting outside

(Though was really about 10mins) and getting intimidating looks from the door staff Dave and Al eventually were allowed into the garage to interview Matt Kelly the Drummer from the Dropkick Murphys.
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Dave: How are you finding the tour so far?

Matt: Dynamite, all most every show was sold out its fucking great very surprising, we played Belfast last night.

Dave: So you made it there? The weather this week was awful.

Matt: yeah but we missed Cork, it was cancelled as all the ferries were cancelled which is pretty terrible really. We had friends flying over for the show.

Dave: So are you going to return to do the show? 

Matt: Sadly we can’t due to scheduling, bus rental etc it’s just not possible. We’ll hopefully go back next year. But besides that the tours been great.

Al: Is it a big thing for you doing shows in Ireland?

Matt: Yeah I guess so, I mean we’ve got relatives there and stuff. It’s a nice to place to visit but you know we are Americans and we enjoy pretty much anywhere else.

Al: So what do you think of the European crowds? 

Matt: Its just like anywhere in the states it depends on where you go, different attitudes and the different ways people react. Like sometimes in Germany people just stand there but then after the show we don’t have enough t-shirts for them. They seem like they’re bored but they’re having a great time. We played a place in Holland people going apeshit, bananas, the whole place was singing along it was dynamite. Every place is basically different we love playing Europe its like a different world from the states but its different its good.

Dave: Do you support the Local scene back in Boston? 

Matt: Oh yeah, I actually play out in another band I’m always involved in some sorta side project. I’m always going to shows and stuff like that seeing bands like Tommy and the Terrorists, who are good friends of mine. The Unseen, they have a couple of side projects A Global Threat who I think may have just split up but there’s also Self Destruct and local bands like crash and burn. The bad thing is there’s really no place to play except from bars which in the states you can’t get into till your 21, it’s a fucking pain in the ass. It’s hard for young kids to get into the scene but there is still a pretty strong scene there and we definitely support it. I have a button/badge making machine and I make badges for local bands. We do what we can.

Al: I heard you guys have your own record label, Flat Records?

Matt: We did, yeah we had flat records since 96.Because basically no one would put out our stuff so we put it out ourselves. The first one was the Ducky Boys split with the Dropkick Murphys. But it’s been so overwhelming there’s just been no time to do it. We can’t really pay the bands enough attention to make it worth it for them.

Al: Would you like to do it again in the future? 

Matt: I personally would, yeah, I’ve always wanted to do a record label. I’ve always done t-shirts or records or something like that. Its something I’d like to do in the future but for now just keeping up with our own band is ridiculous enough never mind trying to get records out from other bands. We’ll support them and always plug their names in interviews and stuff like that and wear their t-shirts on stage. A record labels just impossible to do right now.

Al: Was there a turning point when you suddenly became one of the bigger bands?

Matt: I just keep my head down. We’re still the jerks that hang out in the friggin dive bar downtown.  I dunno I guess its just sorta happened gradually I think. You just find yourselves after a while playing more big venues. At the start it’s like once in a while but then it just starts getting more often. I just want play shows and have fun.

Al: Do you guys still have day jobs?

Matt: No not anymore, there’s no time between mail-order, we run our own mail order, and answering letters and emails there’s no time. 

Al: So do you still control most of what happens with the band?

Matt: Yeah we control probably about 90% of what goes on.

Dave: So how do you find playing festivals? You played Reading last year?

Matt: It was huge. We felt out of our league in there. Playing with the Manic Street Preachers and what not it was just like whoah. With big bands like Rancid we’re in there just playing and it doesn’t seem right.

Dave: Talking of Rancid what happened with Lars and the Bastards who were meant to be touring with you?

Matt: Yeah he basically messed his back up really badly but luckily the unseen were available to fill in with only a weeks notice.

Al: Are you close friends with the Unseen? 

Matt: Yeah James actually lives with one of them. I mean they’re a Boston band they’ve been around longer than we have they started in 94.I’ve seen them at the start play infront of nobody. In the states they’re huge they play the West Coast and get 500 people or something.

Al: Does it help the way that all the bands are friends? Being on Hellcat with Lars? 

Matt: At first it definitely helped they wanted us to be on their label. We used to do stuff with the swinging utters when we first started and through Lars, Tim heard a demo and said he wanted us on a compilation and then signed us and definitely helped us.

 Dave: What’s the worst gig you’ve ever done? 

Matt: I dunno it might have been at Bills Bar in Boston which holds 250 people, it was a secret show where James got so drunk he just passed out when he was playing and fell onto his ass and knocked everything over, but that was a good show I guess. Or maybe in the early days playing at the Doll hut in Boston where people just didn’t want to see music and they heckled us, Infact that was probably the worst that was 5 years ago or something.

Dave: Have you ever had problems with violence at your shows? 

Matt: No, not really at all. It’s just stupid drunken stuff. There’s not a problem with violence at our shows. We toured with the Business and there was fights every night but during their set not ours. People seem to get along.

Dave: Any plans for the rest of the year? Any festivals? 

Matt: We’re playing Pink Pop a festival in Belgium its pretty big I guess. One guys wife just had a baby though so we’ll be taking some time off. We might be back here to do another festival or stuff who knows. 

Dave: Last time you played in Glasgow it was at the Cathouse this time it’s the Garage. Do you think that next time it could be the SECC? 

Matt: I doubt it, that would take a lot of people to fill.

Dave: Actually were you not meant to appear there last year at the extreme festival, but then you pulled out? 

Matt: Yeah that happens a lot in Europe we’d be put on these festivals that we know nothing about and we’ll also be scheduled to do a tour of the states. And the kids get angry that we cancelled but its just we couldn’t play it. Double Booking that sort of stuff it happens a lot.

Dave: Are you planning to release anything else this year? 

Matt: We actually have a split with the band face to face coming out actually it should be out now but its not. We’re also starting to work on a new album that should be out around fall possibly next February or something like that.

Dave: Do the bands have any political views? Socialist? Anarchist? 

Matt: Nah fuck that shit. The only thing politically that we have is that we’re ProUnion we’re a union band and a couple of the guys have been in different ones. Politics of the street so to speak. Just stick to your guns have some morals, nothing too deep, intricate or spiritual.

Al: Let’s ask the stupid questions now!

Matt: Alright!

Al: Would you run into a burning house to save a kitten? 

Matt: A kitten, yeah I probably would when push came to shove.

Al: Would you run into a burning house to save Britney Spears? 

Matt: Nah…

Al: Would you run into a burning house to save George Bush? 

Matt: (laughs) hmmm nah!

Al: If your leg got chopped of would you eat it?

Matt: Definitely not. That’s a fucked up question If I was stranded on a desert island perhaps I would pack it in salt for a little while. That’d taste good. I don’t think I’d eat my legs unless I was starving to death, delirious and out of my mind.

Dave: Guinness or Murphys?

Matt: Probably Guinness it’s easier to find and I’m used to the taste although Beamish is pretty good.

Dave: What generation of Irish are you? 

Matt: Me, personally I’m fifth Kenny’s second. Though here’s this thing we gotta get straight we are an American band. In Boston its like there’s more Irish people than there are anywhere else in the world except Ireland. There’s like a separate culture an Irish American Culture going on in Boston. We don’t think we’re from Ireland or anything we’re from America, born and bred. There’s a lot of contention when people see us and think we’re some sorta wannabe Irish, I’m fucking Stars and Stripes. There is a lot of Irish coming in and out of Boston for work and what not.

Dave: So is Boston a working Class City? 

Matt: Yeah, It has a huge union it’s a great union town. It’s also a college it’s quite a dichotomy. There are a lot of bars there’s a great bar I used to go to but now they’ve turned it into a student bar. It was shitty wonderful punkrock hardcore bar you could go there at 16 they never carded you or nothing. There was some dodgy drug dealing shit going on their too I think, but anyone could go in there. But now you don’t wanna go there it has Limp Bizkit on the Jukebox and students everywhere.

Al: Have you been to the Boston Tea Party?

Matt: No I haven’t been to any of that stuff, freedom trail, USS Constitution I haven’t done that shit I mean if you live there you don’t do that If you live in Edinburgh do you go to Edinburgh Castle? Probably not.

Dave: Is there any tourist stuff you want to do in Scotland? 

Matt: We went to Celtic Park, we played Edinburgh last time and went around Edinburgh Castle I don’t really know much else to do hang out in the city people watch.

Al: Any famous Last words

Matt: Hmmn Nah 

Dave: No famous quotes or anything? 

Matt: The sacred Pint alone could unbind the tongue of Deadalus. It’s from Ulysees by James Joyce .Its the only quote I could think of off the top of my head. I gotta good toast though for if your with a hoity toity high faluting high society type. Here’s to Us, As good as you are and as bad as I am, Because as good as you are and as bad as I am, I’m as good as you as bad as I am. Basically saying fuck you but in a nice way.
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The Dropkick Murphys Latest Album: Sing Loud, Sing Proud is out now and available in all good record stores. 

Interview By Dave Rowlands and Al Robertson. Photos Courtesy of Dropkick Murphys.

