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COMMANDER’S CORNER
By Allen Gumpenberger

H

ave a Happy and Safe 4th of July!  Forget Me Not Drive is coming up in September.  We need volunteers as well as suggested places for volunteers to be placed.  We’ll do collections at Poolesville Day in Poolesville, MD.  Give Adjutant JoAnn Fisher (301-567-2315) or VA Events Chair, Bill Surgi (301-762-7490) a call.  Because we need you!

MEMORIAL DAY EVENTS

By Bill Surgi, VA Special Events
M

onday, May 29, 2000, 9:30 am, Rockville, MD.  Under dismissal sky, a wreath laying ceremony was held in Rockville before the Annual Memorial Day Parade.  We took First Place in the Parade in the Veteran Category.  Representing DAV Rockville Memorial Chapter 12 was: Major Frances Shute, US Army, wounded at St. Mare Englise, France; her son, Jean Shute; Bill Surgi, US Navy, wounded at Midway and Kwajalein; Dr. Michael Sara, US Air Force, served in South East Asia; Don Tucker, US. Army; wounded at Holland; and Steve Czecha, US Army, wounded at Alsase, Belgium.  Steve was also a POW at the Gambshein POW Camp.  Steven Begosh, US Army, first military person wounded in Bosnia, joined us.  Steve Begosh was the sole presenter representing American Legion Post 86 at the wreath laying ceremony.  Afterwards, he joined us to lay the wreath for DAV Chapter 12.  We all went to the beginning of the parade where we joined Bruce and Valerie Kendal owners of the jeep we rode in.  Bruce Kendal, US Army, served in South East Asia.  All had an enjoyable time.  June 1st Bruce Kendal fell off a ladder at work and had facial injuries, a punctured lung, and a broken rib. The National D-day Memorial Museum in opened in New Orleans, Louisiana, June 6th.


Mike Moran, US Air Force, retired from Offutt AFB, NB and Mike Hughes, US Army, was stationed in Mannheim Germany, represented Chapter 12 and laid a wreath at a ceremony at Christeman Park, Gaithersburg, MD.  Sidney Katzes, Major, Gaithersburg presided.

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

By Mike Conway  

H

appy Belated Father’s Day to all Dads of Chapter 12!  May God keep a watchful hand over all of you, and may you keep him always in mind.

Never Alone

He can calm the troubled waters, when you walk in dark despair,

There is hope when you feel hopeless, knowing that God is there.

Sharing in your sunshine moments, or your valleys deep and wide,

He will never ever leave you, he is always by your side.  

There’s no other friend so faithful through the sunshine and the rain, 

Through the teardrops and the laughter, in your joy and in your pain.

We could never, ever thank him, for His love he gives so free,

Never changing, never ending, throughout all eternity.

Oh, the wonder of all wonders, as we live from day to day, 

Knowing that we have a Father, who is with us all the way.

Temper is a funny thing—it spoils children, ruins men and women and strengthens steel.

Have a Happy and Safe 4th of July!!
DAV DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 56TH ANNUAL CONVNETION
T

he DAV Department of Maryland’s Convention, held Wednesday, May 31 through Saturday, June 3, 2000, was a success. It was exciting and a lot of business was taken care of. Chapter #12 was represented by Commander Allen Gumpenberger; Adjutant, JoAnn Fisher; and Joe Rice.


The new officers for 2000-2001 DAV Department of Maryland are: Commander, Mike Piper, Chapter #21; Sr. Vice Commander, John Skelton, Chapter 34; 1st Jr. Vice, Robert Wright, Chapter #13; 2nd Jr. Vice, Ernest Law, chapter #21; 3rd Jr. Vice, John Plude, Chapter #30; 4th Jr. Vice, Mike Corbertt, Chapter  #32; Treasurer, Billie Miles, Chapter #13; Chaplain, Alfreda Carter-Comegar, Chapter #17. 2000-2001 Auxiliary Department Officers are:  Commander, Carol Simmons, Chapter #22; Sr. Vice, Toni King, Chapter #7; 1st Jr. Vice, Julia Law, Chapter #21; 2nd Vice, Q. Ester Pullian, Chapter #4; Chaplain, Lois Mullans, Chapter #21; Treasurer, Dorothy Zerrlaut, Chapter #22; Sergeant at Arms, Ruth Betterelli, Chapter #17; Asst. Sergeant at Arms, Elizabeth Houck, Chapter #22.


BY-LAW CHANGES: Position Description for DAV, Dept of Maryland Treasurer, submitted by Billie Miles, Chapter #13 APPROVED.  The Treasurer will:  (1) Insure appropriate records are maintained to account for all Department funds. (2) Verify that all expenditures are authorized in accordance with Department and National Constitution and By-Laws.  Countersign all checks issued by the Department.  (3) Render a Treasurer’s report to the Finance Commission when necessary.  This report will identify any problems with various accounts for resolution by the Commission. (4) Render a Treasurer’s report for approval to the Department Executive Committee at each regular meeting and to the Department Convention.  (5) Insure that the Annual Financial Report is provided to National Headquarters after the close of the accounting year.  (6) Serve as a defactor member of the Department Finance Commission and of the DAV Maryland Service Foundation. And (7) the President, DAV Maryland Service Foundation, may appoint by the Commander; by the Chairman, Finance Commission, or Serve on subcommittees as.  This updated job description is based on the old version; Section 5.8 and Article 6, Department By-Laws.  The statement that describes the Treasurer as the Senior Financial Officer was not included.  


Article 5, Department Officers, Section 5.1 Term of Office, submitted by John Colbert, Chapter #1, APPROVED:  “The term of office of the Department Officers shall be from the time of their installation until their successor has been elected/appointment and installed.  No elected Department Commander may succeed themselves the following year.  However, that no two (2) Department Vice-Commanders shall be elected from the same Chapter.

NEW SECTION: Maryland Service Foundation, submitted by John Colbert, Chapter #1, APPROVED:  (1) The Department of Maryland recognizes the Maryland Service Foundation as a subordinate unit with the structure of the Department and the Maryland Service Foundation is to be formed under the Annotated Code of Maryland and the Internal Revenue Code, Section 501(c) 19, as may be amended.  As a subordinate unit of Maryland, any changes to be made in its Charter and By-Laws must be approved by the Department of Maryland Convention and the National Executive Committee prior to submission for approval to the Maryland Department of Assessment and Taxation.  (2) There shall be seven (7) 2000-2001 trustees of the Foundation who shall exercise their fiduciary responsibilities under the provisions of Annotated Code of Maryland.  (a) Three (3) of the trustees are to be elected by the Department Convention for a three (3) year term.  In the initial year of this By-Law the convention will elect one trustee for a one (1) year term, one trustee for a two (2) year term, and one trustee for three (3) years; therefore the convention will annually elect one trustee for a three (3) year term.  (b) Three (3) trustees are to be elected by the Department Executive Committee at its January meeting.  In the initial year of this By-Law the DEC will elect one trustee for a one (1) year term, one trustee for a two (2) year term and one trustee for a three (3) year term; therefore the DEC will annually elect one trustee for a three year term.  (c) One trustee will be appointed by the Department Commander at the beginning of the Commander’s term.  The Department Commander may remove any trustee for cause and appoint a replacement trustee.  By majority vote, the Board of Trustees may remove any trustee for cause.  Any vacancy of a trustee by removal or resignation is to be filled by appointment by the Department Commander and confirmed by the Department Executive 

Committee.  The appointed trustee will fill the remaining term of the vacancy.  (3) No paid employee of the DAV, Department of Maryland or a member of the Department Finance Committee may serve as a trustee of the Foundation.


RESOLUTIONS APPROVED: Authorize a State of Maryland Sales Tax Exemption for Certain Disabled Veterans, submitted by Chapter #4, Ernie Pyle.  The DAV Veterans in State Convention supports legislation to exempt certain State of Maryland disabled veterans from motor vehicle sales tax.  CHANGE THE DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, submitted by William R. McCartin, Department Adjutant.  Change the duties of the Executive Director back to where there is one Manager to run the Department Office and an experienced Manager to run the business side.  This was changed by the DEC and DFC.  The Department of Maryland Convention directed the Department Finance Commission to immediately implement the above recommendation and that the title of Thrift Store Manager be changed to “General Manager Thrift Stores,” and that the change reflect a re-allocation of salaries between positions.  APPROVED.

Chapter #12 Commander, Allen Gumpenberger stepped down from the position of Chaplain.  It was a very good experience and one that he truly enjoyed but at this time he would like to dedicate more of time to Chapter business.


Past Department Commander Grant Ecker married Dotty Ferris, December 19, 1999.  They met on Memorial Day, 1999, at the Crownsville Cemetery while putting flags on Veterans graves.  We all know Grant but Dotty is a member of American Legion Auxiliary Post #40, Glen Burnie.  She has held many positions, Post President, Legislative Chair, Treasurer, Chaplain.  She and Grant are very active and care about Veterans. 


DAV Women Veterans.  JoAnn Fisher, Connie Gilbert and Past DAVA CDR Jean Skelton will attend the National Summit on Women Veterans Issues in Washington DC on June 23-25, 2000.  The DAV Foundation approved $5,000 for the DAV Women Veterans Committee.  A Women Veteran to watch:  Susan Ferguson, Chapter #36.  Susan is witty, intelligent, and a smart corporate lawyer.  She surprised everyone at the DAV convention when she was able to get questions answered that had been lingering so long.  Most funniest moment was when she brought out our most cherished secret was to keep from our competitors, Am Vets, Purple Hear, Good Will, etc., our success at losing money.  Susan was a breath of fresh air and we hope she’ll get involved.


DAV Department Auxiliary.  The Department DAVA had a very good year.  Outgoing DAVA Commander Jean Skelton, Unit #34, thanked everyone for the support and hard work during her time.  Jean is a very remarkable person.  She was on active duty in the Navy stationed at Bethesda Naval Hospital where she met and later married her husband John Skelton. She and her husband have had a very fulfilling life with 6 children.  Her husband encouraged her to get involved and together they focused on Vietnam Veterans.  She presently works at the Peninsula Medical Center.  What makes Jean unique is that later when her children had grownup she decided to go back to school for her own personal satisfaction.  She had reached the peak of the pay scale as a nurse but she had other things in life she wanted to accomplish.  She is to be greatly admired for going on to get her Bachelor and Masters Degrees.  With all of her responsibilities, working, a family, etc., Jean graduated magnum cum laude as a Nurse Practitioner.  She has a true and deep love for the Auxiliary and found it to be a very positive organization.  In her own words, “I had hoped to accomplished getting information out to older women and widows.  But I found this difficult because they don’t come out.  I found it difficult to reach to reach them but I want to keep on trying for we must never forget them.”  She would like to see more outreach to encourage more women to join and just coming for the Auxiliary cares very deeply. She enjoyed touring the VA Medical Hospital in Baltimore to see the programs they have in place.  Baltimore has an excellent women’s program.  To the Auxiliary, “Keep up the wonderful work you do, watch legislation and benefits and never forget our mission” 


Carol Simmons, Unit #22, O’Glory, West Minister, Maryland is the new incoming Auxiliary Commander.  She has been a member of the Auxiliary for 20 years.  Her mother (age 81) has been a member for many, many years, also.  After Carol’s husband passed her mother encouraged her to get involved with the DAVA to occupy her time.  As a former 18-year worker of AT&T she is also involved with the AT&T Pioneers Group.  Jean comes from a long, strong line of DAV supporters – Putting veterans first.  Her family is gifted and very talented with arts and crafts.  She and her family made a project of stuffing and sewing 75 pillows for Veterans.  Her mom and dad stuffed the pillows as she cut them out and sewed.  On another occasion she and her family made about 300 to 400 wooden Santa Clauses to place on veterans’ trays.  In Carol’s own words, “We are a very giving family and we care.  I loved my husband deeply for he was a good provided until his death.  To fill that empty space, I became involved with the DAVA and found so many friends and caring people.  I would like to continue with outreach to widows and older women so they will know their benefits.  There are so many women who really don’t know they have benefits and that we do care.  I’d also like to reach veterans young, old, men and women, to help them and their family.  For We Care!

Past DAVA CDR Barbara and Past CDR Wilbur Forbes, Chapter #17, are going to visit 6 European Countries—highlights being the passion play in Oberamayau, Germany.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Next Meetings

Wednesday, July 12, 2000

Wednesday, Aug 09, 2000

Wednesday, Sep 13, 2000
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