1. The people are singing with blithe and strong because they are proud of their country, and Whitman wants to portray America as a strong nation built upon joy and hard working individuals in their varies crafts and labors. 

2. Freedom, hardworking.

3. The poem is referring to a song where it shows the ingenuity and imagination of the skilled people and writers of the day.

4. Idealizing because all the men are working hard in America and they seem to be enjoying it; while this is possible, it is not very probable that this happens to all of those workers at the same time.  Yes, I would say that they are expressions of independence and joy in life, because they show one worker and his feelings, then another worker and his feelings; where none of the two are connected to each other.
Diction:

Hear, blithe, strong, ready, his, delicious, mother, melodious, girls, young, friendly, party, melodious
Images:

Hear, singing, carols, plank, beam, leaves, steamboat deck, bench, sewing, night, noon, sundown, delicious sound (sing).

It all starts with “THE”. =] 
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Theme : What is he trying to say about Americans? Celebration of diversity.

