WHO WROTE SHAKESPEARE?

1. Find other candidates not already discovered in the background section and list why they should be considered as contenders.
Francis Bacon was another candidate because he was to shy to publish his own theory. His theory was recalled when a guest at a dinner party mentioned his theory to James Corton Cowell. Other candidates include the Earl of Oxford and even Queen Elizabeth I. Each supposed author has a group of followers that support that particular person as the real author of Shakespeare. Other candidates include Walt Whitman, Mark Twain, Henry James, and Sigmund Freud.
2. What is the controversy that surrounds Shakespeare's bust and its inscription as it applies to Sir Francis Bacon?
Well now one knew what he looked like because no one drew a portrait of him while he was still alive, nor is there any written description of his physical appearance. The inscription helps solidify that Bacon was actually the true Shakespeare; he was the one writing all the plays and that Shakespeare was actually using Bacons works.
3. What did Mark Twain have to say about the debate issue?
Scattered here and there through the stacks of unpublished manuscript which constitute this formidable Autobiography and Diary of mine, certain chapters will in some distant future be found which deal with "Claimants"--claimants historically notorious: Satan, Claimant; the Golden Calf, Claimant; the Veiled Prophet of Khorassan, Claimant; Louis XVII., Claimant; William Shakespeare, Claimant; Arthur Orton, Claimant; Mary Baker G. Eddy, Claimant--and the rest of them. Eminent Claimants, successful Claimants, defeated Claimants, royal Claimants, pleb Claimants, showy Claimants, shabby Claimants, revered Claimants, despised Claimants, twinkle star-like here and there and yonder through the mists of history and legend and tradition--and, oh, all the darling tribe are clothed in mystery and romance, and we read about them with deep interest and discuss them with loving sympathy or with rancorous resentment, according to which side we hitch ourselves to. It has always been so with the human race. There was never a Claimant that couldn't get a hearing, nor one that couldn't accumulate a rapturous following, no matter how flimsy and apparently unauthentic his claim might be.
4. Why should the Marlowe spy theory be reviewed? 
Marlowe would be the ultimate ghost writer, as he was stabbed to death in a tavern brawl in 1593. However, there are those that say Marlowe really didn't die; according to some, he was actually an occasional spy in the employ of the Crown. This eventually necessitated a fake death, after which Marlowe went on for an undetermined number of years penning poetry and plays under the nom de plume of Shakespeare.
5. How has technology, most notably the computer, made its presence known in this controversy?
By using the computer, the information can be stolen from just anyone and they say it’s their own work.
6. What type of logic/illogic is used to support these claims?
· He lacks the background, breeding, and education to write such astounding lyrics. His plays have a depth and a magnitude so great that only a university-educated man of high status could have. As a matter of fact, his parents and daughters were probably illiterate, let alone able to send him to a university.

· On Shakespeare’s birth certificate, his name is spelled "Shaksper," and six signatures undisputed to be authentic are all spelled differently. Moreover, those six signatures are written in a horrible, virtually illegible scribble—one appearing much closer to that of an illiterate than to that of the most renowned writer ever.

· Shakespeare retired to Stratford in about 1613, at the pinnacle of his career. Why?

· There are portraits of Shakespeare, but none that were done during his lifetime. Why was he not painted, as other authors at his time were?

· His death entry in the parish registry lists him as a "Gent." Not a dramatist, not an actor, but a "Gent." Originally a sack of grain was pictured on his headstone; in 1747 (when Shakespeare was gaining popularity), the sack was replaced with a quill pen. There was not even a eulogy for him the day he died. (Epstein 277-281)

To sum up, the true author Shakespeare was someone who was not only exceptionally inspired and talented but well educated, with access to a wide range of books and manuscripts written in classical, foreign and English languages, some of them extremely rare, and who possessed an extraordinary mind and memory capable of acquiring and retaining an encyclopaedic knowledge. He was a celebrated philosopher, a supreme poet and initiate, a classical scholar of high standing, able to read and write Latin and Greek with facility, an alumnus of Cambridge University, a lawyer and member of Gray’s Inn, a renowned orator, a judge, a parliamentarian and statesman, a courtier, a visitor to various countries and courts of Europe, and above all a master of the English language as well as fluent in French, Italian and Spanish.
Falacies
Bacon: Though possessed of much learning, sophistication, and keen intellect, Francis Bacon expressed these qualities in a different manner from Shakespeare's whose work is charged throughout with "imagination, passion and idealism" in the words of two commentators. Though both Bacon and Shakespeare had wide knowledge of the law, Shakespeare's usages of legal terminology, unlike Bacon's, are richly metaphorical. The known verse that has come down to us of Francis Bacon's, e.g., the metrical settings of the Psalms, is stilted and as unlike Shakespeare's as is possible. It is difficult to imagine that Francis Bacon, with the full life he led and his other numerous literary and official preoccupations, could have also composed thirty-six plays, 154 sonnets and two long narrative poems of the quality these works exhibit. Finally, since Bacon lived through the period of the "definitive" First Folio (1623), we wonder why he didn't use the opportunity to correct the cornucopia of textual problems left unresolved in that publication.


Francis Bacon could not have written Shakespeare. He cannot be Shakespeare because he came from the Cambrige University. In the Shakespeare works many of them had something about Stratford which was not part of Bacon’s live. Another reason was that Bacon and Shakespeare had wide knowledge of the law,but Shakespeare's usages of legal terminology was unlike Bacon's which were richly metaphorical. In addition Shakespeare’s works are full of imagination, passion, and idealism unlike Francis Bacon. Finally,Bacon could not have wrote Shakespeare because Bacon had a busy live and it was hard to believe he could have also composed thirty-six plays, 154 sonnets and two long narrative poems of the quality these works exhibit.
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