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1.   Imagine how people in the mid-1600’s in France must have reacted when the real Cyrano de Bergerac published a book entitled “Voyage to the Moon”! All of his methods were undoubtedly considered sheer fantasy or mere balderdash. Reread the passage from the play and find—amidst the fantasy and balderdash, two machines of the twentieth century. Explain what they are and find pictures of each machine.

He describes a space shuttle. A space shuttle is a sort of transportation with 2 rockets on the side and 1 huge one. The space shuttle holds the passengers.
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He also describes a hot air balloon which is a big ballon filled with hot air to make the basket float up into the sky.
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2.      Cyrano talks about the moon at length in his discussion with de Guiche, but only refers to it at the end of Act I, and near the end of Act V. Look up these references. In each of these instances, what does the moon symbolize? What does this symbol reveal about Cyrano?

The moon represents dreamers.  Where Cyrano wants to be and where he belongs.  It’s a freedom for him, but yet he is unable to get there and unattainable. He thinks that the moon is a place where no one will judge him because of his nose and his flaws. The moon is the place where he can be himself and true to himself.
3.      Cyrano’s last words are “My white plume”—the “one thing without stain” that is his own. The plume is literally on his hat. Symbolically what does the plume represent? (see Cyrano’s speech to Valvert in Act I, a cadet’s comment in Act II when de Guiche is present, and Cyrano’s comment to de Guiche in Act IV.)

The plume is the freedom to be accepted society because of his flaws in his appearance. The plume resembles his soul that is clean and unstained from all the flaws he has.  It is his freedom to do anything he wants to.  
4.      All through Act V two images are repeated: falling leaves and falling darkness. De Guiche, Roxane, and Cyrano all comment on the leaves. Considering what happens in Act V, what do the leaves and darkness represent? After answering the question, find a web site that discusses archetypes and these two symbols. Make a link to that web site.
It means that death is approaching and since act 5 deals with a number of people dieing it is because of the foreshadowing of the falling leaves and darkness. The leaves represent life and once it falls of the leaves means it’s dieing which means that the characters in the play will also reflect the action of the leaves. Darkness alone is a symbol of death so the death of Christian and Cyrano shouldn’t be a shock because the symbols help us predict the future. In addition it also resembles new ideas and pages.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archetype
Darkness: a symbol of things secret and hidden. It is also a symbol of evil. Satan is referred to as the Prince of Darkness.
http://www.unc.edu/~tmakoid/fall/lithist.html
5.      Cyrano, de Guiche, and Christian all fall in love with Roxane, but Rostand  is still able to create somewhat complex characters despite their first appearances in the play. Explain how each character “loves” Roxane and how does that love change? Find appropriate song lyrics or link a song to your answer that would be accurately reflect the love each character exhibits. Explain the connection.
Cyrano- he loves Roxanne with all of his heart and emotions, to the point which he would give himself for her and which he gives his love in his words, to Christian to use to seduce Roxanne for his own purposes.  His love throughout the play does not change toward Roxanne.  He always believes that he loves her and that he is not good enough for her because of his looks.
Just The Girl
Cause she's bittersweet
She knocks me off of my feet
And I can't help myself
I don't want anyone else
She's a mystery
She's too much for me
But I keep comin' back for more
She's just the girl I'm lookin' for

De Guiche- Also loves Roxanne only for her body.  He shows this when he wants her to have an affair with Christina just after they got married.  He does not care about the ties that she had just made, but he tries to corner her into believing that she needs to have him and that he should be with her, even though he does not have the true love that Cyrano and her share.  His love changes when he decides to stay with his troops to die, also when he saved Roxanne.

Freek-a-Leek
(How you like it daddy?)
Would you do it from the front?
(How you like it daddy?)
Would you do it from the back?
(How you like it daddy?)
Fyna break it down like that!
(How you like it daddy?)

Christian- He is not intelligent enough to speak to Roxanne in the loving ways that she wants him to talk to her.  He only loves her for her body and not who she actually is.  His love changes when she tells him that she would love him even if he were ugly, then he breaks down and he does not want her to say these things, because he tells her that it was not actually him who whe fell inlove with.

Ms. New Booty 
Girl I don't need you, but chu need me
Take it off, let if flop, shake it freely
And I don't tell stories, I let em tell theyself
And you aint gotta sell sex, girl, it sells itself, Like nothing else
Yeah I'm a country boy, but that big city bottom fill me up with joy
Aint life grand (life's grand) livin up daddy
Here go da whisper song, baby this is us ready?
Put it on me enthusiastically, what ever it is that chu do, you do it admirably
And I aint choose it, that thang chose me
Its bubba and ying yang, all the way in this thang
YO!

