4. The phrase “Recalled to Life” applies, of course, to Dr. Manette.  Note how these early chapters emphasize the horror of his being “buried alive”. 

a. How is Dr. Manette actually described, in the garret? 

b. How does Defarge try to prepare Dr. Manette for the interview with Mr. Lorry and Lucie? 

c. What does Dr. Manette himself tell us about his background? 

d. How does Dr. Manette react in his meeting with Lucie? 

5. The episode of the spilled wine is dramatic, startling, and informative. 

a. How do the people react to the spilled wine?  What does this reaction tell us about their lot? 

The people who witnessed the wine spilling quickly rushed to the scene and begin to drink the wine of the ground with their hands. This reaction tells us that the people in the town are very poor and don’t always have wine all the time. It shows how they are all greedy because the rapidly rush and begin to sip the spilled wine although it’s all over the ground.

b. The scene is filled with a number of references and descriptions that convey a feeling of menace, of terrible violence to come.  Give three or four such references or descriptions. 

“All the people within reach had suspended their business, or their idleness, to run to the spot and drink the wine.” The spilling of the wine is so remarkable that all the people stopped and halted and gathered where the wine was and began to drink as much as they could without even caring what they were doing, showing us how greedy they were. 

“These were surrounded, each by its own jostling group or crowd, according to its size.” The people were all huddling up in the puddle of wine fighting for a spot to get a sip of the wine.
“Some men kneeled down, made scoops of their two hands joined, and sipped, or tried to help women, who bent over their shoulders, to sip, before the wine had all run out between their fingers.” Again this shows how all the people rushed over to the river of wine and begin to fight over the precious spilled wine that is already on the ground.

“Others, men and women, dipped in the puddles with little mugs…” Now the people are thinking and being greedy because now they use something that is much better at capturing the wine because they want more and more.

6. The Defarges seem able to see the horror of the time perspective and to comment upon it subtly form time to time. 

a. Why does Defarge say, “A bitter taste it is that such poor cattle always have in their mouths, and hard lives they live” ?  (page 29, lines 26-27)  Why does he refer to people as “cattle”? 

b. Monsieur Defarge admits that he shows poor Monsieur Manette to those “to whom the sight it likely to do good.”  (page 23, line 10)  Why would the sight do somebody good? 

c. Monsieur Defarge allows himself to outcry against the injustice of the time.  Why does he say, “Long live the Devil”?  (page 32, line 17) 

