The Shadows and the Shards: Gathered Up
Okay. Outline. I didn’t want to do it, but that’s how it’s going to have to go if I’m ever going to get it finished, ever going to know where I can stop.

What Happens: Step Outline:

PART ONE: Diary Backstory: Leena’s back from the dead; this is life 4 or 5; Baraka killed her. Kitana assassinated Shao Kahn, started the New Era; hid when Shinnok assumed power. Tanya “is on leave from Earth Realm”; Scorpion is overseer of the Cobalt Mines: Scorpion’s the reason she’s delaying Shinnok. He wants to be lord of hell and she wants Outworld. No pairing; Scorpion doesn’t have mortal desires anymore.

Then present tense stuff: Mileena goes to Outworld, finds Baraka’s hangout magically there because it’s fanfic style, and DUN DUN DUN, Tanya’s there. 

PART TWO: Catty with Tanya. Mutants pulverize them; Brin has status. (Ye old stables are barracks! I’m so fucking awesome.)

Diary: Shinnok’s willpower spell, Brin’s a healer, I’ll be staying on as per Tanya’s orders, which I don’t know all of.
March EAST, NOT West, and in the evenings, as near Tantiss as they dare.
Current events, third person: Brin makes Armano her bitch. Important later. 
Because, a lot of filler later: Brin is working for Shang Tsung.
Part Three Should Follow THIS Format:

Kitana (third person current events)

Current events, first person // (location change)

Current events, first person// (location change)

Current events, first person //Diary (as time break, perhaps)

Current events, first person// (time break)

Current events, first person// (time break)
Current events, first person// Diary

Current events, third person//Diary

Current events, third person // (time break)

Current events, first person // (time break)

Current events, first person // (time break)
Current events, third person//Diary

Then, end, regardless of the amount of information imparted or check-boxes ticked off.

What Happens in the Story?

I’m still not sure how it ends, and I wouldn’t want it any other way.

What Happens in this Part?

Kitana exposition scene: her troops will be sent to Tantiss—she knows the mutants are there, stomping their feet and spitting curses, her scouts near enough to see the slaver on their fangs without them ever once knowing anyone was there—they track by scent like animals, like common beasts, and that is why they’re destined for defeat by fate and her superior might. They will arrive when the moon is full and high to protect what’s hers with War God’s blessing. This was not a thing of her invention—she believes in no god whatsoever—but a nod to the beliefs and righteous faith of her men. She wants Tantiss because of the objects of vast power there.

Mileena morning after

Mileena does Telsor’s pushups of death 

One more Mileena scene, TBD

Mileena diary, all about Shinnok and being resurrected because
The third person scene is about Tanya and Shinnok

(A third person scene with Tanya and Scorpion?)

Mileena something
Mileena something
Kitana and/or Tanya/Scorpion something

Mileena diary, content TBD, produces endnote.

What Has to Happen?

What Are My Reward Scenes?

What is the Story’s Purpose?

I had intended a story of catharsis for my past demons, written large in Mileena’s skin, and that was the original purpose of the story. There was also a love-story element; this was the purpose of the story in the incarnation that made it to the Internet. There is technically supposed to be angst. Lately it has morphed into a bitter, half-broken and half-baked noir antihero picaresque.
But as to its purpose: how now?

My “Canon” Dates:



Birth of Telsor: Summer, 1301 (Gemini; Metal Ox)
Death of Kung Lao the first: Autumn, 1495

Birth of Koteth: Libra, Fire Rat, 1576

Birth of Brin: April 10, 1591 (Aries, Metal Rabbit)
Death of Mileena: on or about March 3, 1600 (hunting accident)

Resurrection of Mileena: May 15, 1600 (Taurus; Metal Rat)
 (“life” lasts until Baraka offs her; see below)

Birth of Baraka: Winter, 1603, or 1702 (he does not “know” how old he is; aww, feel sorry for the tragically orphaned Gary Stu last of his clan super-soldier XD). (Scorpio/Sagittarius cusp; either Water Rabbit or Water Horse)
Gifted: Summer, 1740 (she is 140 or 400; Baraka is either an infant or a preteen. XD)
Stitch in Time: Autumn, 1740
Birth of Ismar: March, 1775

Baraka first meets Mileena: June, 1880 

MK I: August, 1995 to November, 1995; Liu Kang Wins.

Baraka is promoted to General of the Sixth Legion: January, 1996
Shaken: February, 1996
Resurrection of Shang Tsung: March, 1996

Kintaro is promoted to Sixth Legion Overlord: April, 1996
Attack on the Temple of Light: April, 1996
MKII: May, 1996 
Flawless: June or July, 1996

Liu Kang Wins: August 1996
(and here my recollection of canon fuzzes out.)

UMK3: proceeds as canon, with the notable exception that Kitana does not kill Mileena and probably couldn’t, in a fair fight—Some Vague Time Frame, 1997, which is the year UMK3 was in the arcades, so it’s not too desperately “off” for a date/time.

Late Fall, 1997: Liu Kang Wins yet again; Kitana assassinates Shao Kahn.

Winter, 1998: Shinnok escapes the Netherealm. 

MKT Events: up through Early Spring, 1999

MKG: 1999; Shinnok Wins.
Shinnok is Master of His Domain: as of 2000.

Kitana goes into exile, becomes Evil: sometime in here (2000 – 2002).
The Shadows and the Shards: Late Summer, 2002.
