The Siege Of Tobruk

This is hallowed ground, for here lie those who died for their country.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.
The Siege Of Tobruk
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The Siege on Tobruk Was a battle between Australian and American troops against the German Africa corps that lasted for 242 days during world war two in 1941 .Tobruk in its means as a fortress deemed it difficult for ground forces to over run. Because the entire perimeter of the fortress was a perfectly flat plateau this meant that there was very little or no area for the attackers, in this case being the axis To take cover. This being the case the axis forces subjected Tobruk and its defenders to 593 air raids throughout the course of the siege. Australia played a huge part in holding Tobruk but also suffered a third of its casualties in north Africa there.
The city of Tobruk

Before the war Tobruk had a population of around 5000 people, its main objective as a populated area was to act as a garrison town, because the surrounding area was arid and useless with barley any fertile soil, or grass for consumption by live stock, 
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The Fortress
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The Fortress in Tobruk built by the Italians shortly after world war one. Its main defenses were a payload of captured Italian weaponry, extensive amounts of minefields, barbed wire and anti tank ditches. The walls were constructed in a semi circle shape to provide adequate cove for the harbor which coincidently was the heart of the fortress.
The Defenders Of Tobruk
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The siege of Tobruk showed off Australia’s military might to the world. For 8 months the Australian infantry force had to with stand the poisonous summer. During the 8 months in hell as what was considered by the soldiers that served in Tobruk high spirits remained even after many tests that they were put through either by climate or by enemy.
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Australia’s contribution to the siege of Tobruk

The AIF took control of Tobruk with the help of British artillery, and was the reason why Tobruk was held under allied control for so long. HMAS Parramattaa was a vital life line for the Australian troops at Tobruk because it played the roles of providing reinforcements and evacuates the injured. Australia also caused the first setback in the German advance into Africa.
​​
The Desert Rats
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The Desert Rats was a name given to the Australians by a German propagandist during the siege on Tobruk. The name being because when the bombing raids were underway the Australian troops sought cover underground. This being the case of them being un reachable by the Germans. Just like when a rat runs back into the hole it comes from when you try to get it, the Australians ironically in braced the insult and made un official medals which on them stated the rats of Tobruk.
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Australian units at Tobruk.
April - December 1941

	9th Infantry Division
HQ Signals and Intelligence Services
20th Infantry Brigade
HQ and Signal Section
2/13th Battalion
2/15th Battalion
2/17th Battalion
20th Anti-tank Coy
24th Infantry Brigade
HQ and Signal Section
2/28th Battalion
2/32nd Battalion
2/43rd Battalion
24th Anti-tank Coy
26th Infantry Brigade
HQ and Signal Section
2/23rd Battalion
2/24th Battalion
2/48th Battalion
26th Anti-tank Coy
18th Infantry Brigade (attached)
HQ and Signal Section
2/9th Battalion
2/10th Battalion
2/12th Battalion
16th Anti-tank Company
	 
	Royal Aust Engineers
HQ
2/3rd, 2/4th, 2/7th, 2/13th Field Companies
2/4th Field Park Company
2 / 1st Pioneer Battalion
Royal Aust Artillery
2/12th Field Regiment
3rd Anti-tank Regiment
8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
Aust Army Service Corps
HQ
9th Div Supply Column
9th Div Ammunition Column
9th Div Petrol Column
7th Div Supply Column
Composite Company AASC (in the Red Line)
Aust Army Medical Corps
4th General Hospital
2/2nd Casualty Clearing Station
2/3rd, 2/5th, 2/6th, 2/11th Field Ambulances
Bacterial Laboratory, Ophthalmic and Stores Units
Other Australian Troops
2/4th Field Hygiene
4A0D
9th Div Provost Company
Div Postal, Salvage and Employment Units


