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Integrity


I really hate these essays that we have to write every year. Somehow, they always turn out the same- mindless junk that English teachers enjoy reading. This year the writing prompt told me to think about someone who has integrity. The prompt also gave the definition of integrity as “adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; honesty.” My understanding of this definition was doing the right thing, even when nobody is looking. Compelled by my drive to understand, I looked up the words that seemed most important in the definition- moral and ethical. The dictionary definition of ethical, from dictionary.com, is, “being in accordance with the accepted principles of right and wrong that govern the conduct of a profession.” The definition of moral is, “of or concerned with the judgment of the goodness or badness of human action and character.” These definitions led me to the conclusion that integrity means doing the things that you personally believe to be right and following the proper conduct in your profession. Integrity may be different for every person- it is something that is influenced by your upbringing- what you personally believe and understand to be right or wrong. So, concluding my longer than average introduction to my introduction paragraph, I’m going to state a theory. That theory is that no one has true integrity; nobody is perfect. Once again, I’ll give in to the system and continue with my response to the writing prompt, but you are now warned with good reason that what follows is entirely fictional, and, like almost everyone else’s essay, is just made up to answer the prompt.


Tirgét Yin has been my best friend for many years. Whenever I think of someone with integrity and high moral standards, I think of him. This is because in everything he does, Tirgét always does the right thing. When faced with any challenge, you can count on him to be proper and adhere to all his moral codes. Out of everyone I’ve known, I believe Tirgét is the one who demonstrates integrity daily in his life.


As I stated earlier, Tirgét Yin is my best friend. He came to America at the age of 11, leaving behind his native country of Norway, and bringing only his prized possession- his guitar. The rest of his family came over with him, but his parents caught malaria during the course of the boat ride. They passed away soon after they arrived in America with Tirgét, leaving him with their fortune- fifty cents and a toothpick. Tirgét has become very successful since arriving in America. He began working in a stone mill in New York, and now makes $30 an hour. After all that Tirgét has been through over the years, one thing has stuck with him, and that is his high moral standards. His parents always taught him to do what’s right, so that’s what he does.


In addition to integrity, Tirgét shows many other qualities. One of these is compassion- Tirgét has always had to care for his seven little brothers and sisters, so compassion is commonplace in his life. Another quality Tirgét possesses is perseverance- he always does everything he says he’s going to do, no matter what. Yet another is respect- Tirgét respects all of the people around him. He accepts everyone’s differences and tolerates them peacefully. One more of Tirgét’s qualities include responsibility. Since his parents have passed away, he has always had to care for his family, including his beloved dog, Rover.


Tirgét demonstrates integrity on almost a daily basis. One of the main things I respect him for is how he always does what coaches or teachers say. I’m on the soccer team with Tirgét. Sometimes the coach will tell us to do something, and then walk away. Consistently, Tirgét does what he is told on the field, even when the other players are only giving a halfhearted effort. During track, it is extremely easy to cheat. While running distance runs that are 20 or 30 laps, it can be simple to accidentally skip a few. I’ve never seen Tirgét cut off his run short of what is required by the coach. High school can be challenging for any student. We are all faced with many confrontations that may test your moral character and integrity. One time, Tirgét and I were at a party on a Sunday night. We were having fun, but then Tirgét told me that we had to get home before ten because tomorrow we had school and because we both still only were on our first six months of our drivers’ licenses. Tirgét demonstrated his integrity that night. Had he not said we had to leave, we probably would have failed midterms the next day, and gotten pulled over and had one of our licenses suspended.


By seeing how Tirgét acts around other people, and how happy everyone is when they’re around him, it inspires me to be a better person. Every day I work on my level of integrity- I always try to adhere to the rules and do as teachers and coaches ask. Moral perfection cannot be achieved, but Tirgét is the one person who I’ve seen get the closest. I always try to be more like Tirgét, hoping that a higher level of integrity will increase my morals and morale.
