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GEORGE VASSILIOU

5 February 2003

Hojataleslam Mohammad Khatami
President of the lslamic Republic of Iran

Your Excellency,
[ wish to draw your attention to a regrettable incident that occurred recently in Jran.

In December 2002, the Iranian press published indictments apainst Abbas Abdi and Hossein
Ghazian, accusing them of working with the enemies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in order
to subvert it.

These indictments contained a number of serious allegations against the Cyprus-based Centre
for World Dialogue, of whose Board of Governors | am a member.

The indictments allege that the Centre and its President, Mr Hossein Alikhani, are in league
with US government and intelligence agencies and have promoted "anti-Iranian" and "anti-
revolutionary" activities. Mr, Alikhani is accused of "organising conferences as a caver for
bringing domestic [Iranian] elements into contact with Western intelligence agencies". (Mr
Alikhani is also falsely described as being an “American national”; in fact, he has dual
Iranian-Cypriot citizenship.)

1 make no comment on the overall charges against Mr Abdi and Mr Ghazian. My concern
here is solely with the allegations against Mr Alikhani and the Centre for World Diglogue. |
must stress that there is not a shred of truth to these allegations, The Centre for World
Dialogue is a totally independent institution, with no affiliation te, or funding from, any
government or political body. Its purpose is to advance peace and understanding between the
various peoples and countries of the world-indeed, to promote that "dialogue of civilisations”
s6 famousiy associated with your name. To that end, it has organised a number of conferences
and meetings over the years, Some of those gatherings have indeed brougiit US citizens and
Iranians together, not with the aim of "subverting” the Islamic Republic of Iran-an absurd
charge-but with that of allowing the participants to exchange ideas and discuss means of
jmproving US-Iran relations. Many of our speakers, so far from supporting US goals vis-a-vis
Iran, have been highly critical of US policy against the Islamic Republic.

Your Excellency, the allegations against the Centre and Mr Alikhani, while completely false,
are nevertheless damaging to their reputations. 1 would therefore be grateful if you could
bring my protest to the notice of those responsible for these falsehoods. Baseless allegations
of this sort serve anly to harm the reputation of the Islamic Republic abroad and give its
enemies an opportunity to discredit it.

Yours sincere!y,w
1

Dr George Vassfiiou !

Chief Negotiator for Cyprus Accession
to the European Union

President of Cyprus (1988-1993)

21, ACADEMIAS AVE.. 1107 AGLANJIA, P.O.BOX 22098, 1583 NICOSIA-CYPRUS, TEL, #3157 22336 142, FAN: 4357 22336201,
E-mail: gvassiliou@memrb.com.cy




