Bpsych Revised Pretest

Digit Span 

The two parts of the Digit Span subtest, Digits Forward and Digits Backward, are administered separately. On Digits Forward the examinee is read a number of sequences of increasing length, and after each sequence is asked to repeat it from memory. On Digits Backward the examinee is read similar number sequences, and after each sequences is asked to repeat it backwards. Administer Digits Backward even if the examinee does poorly on the Digits Forward.

Directions for digits forward

Say, I am going to say some numbers. Listen carefully, and when I am through, say them right after me.

Begin with Trial 1 of Item 1. Read the digits at the rate of one per second, and then ask the examinee to repeat the sequences. Regardless of whether or not the examinee repeats this item correctly, present the second series of the same length (Trial II, Item 1). If the examinee passes either trial of Item I, process to Item II.

Thereafter administer both trials of each succeeding item, regardless of whether the examinee passes the first trial. When reading the digits, let the pitch of voice drop on the last digit of each trial.

Discontinue

After failure on both trials of any item.

Scoring

Each item is scored 2, 1, or 0, as follows:

2 Points if the examinee passes both trials.

1 Point if the examinee passes only one trial.

0 Points if the examinee fails both trials.

Maximum Score (Digits Forward): 12

Digits Forward Series

Item                  Trial I                                 Trial II

1                       6-2-9                                  3-7-5

2                       5-4-1-7                               8-3-9-6

3                      3-6-9-2-5                             6-9-4-7-1

4                      9-1-8-4-2-7                          6-3-5-4-8-2

5                      1-2-8-5-3-4-6                       2-8-1-4-9-7-5

6                      3-8-2-9-5-1-7-4                    5-9-1-8-2-6-4-7

Directions for Digits Backward

Say Now I am going to say some more numbers, but this time when I stop I want you to say them backwards. For example, if I say2-8-3, what would you say. Pause for examinee to respond

If the examinee responds correctly (3-8-2) say, That’s right, and proceed to Trial I of Item I. Say Now listen to these numbers, and remember you are to say them backwards. As with Digits Forward, read the digits at the rate of one per second.

However, if the examinee fails the example, say, No, I said 2-8-3, so to say them backwards you would need to say 3-8-2. Now try these numbers. Remember you are to say them backwards. Ready? 1-5-8. Give no help on this second example or on any of the items that follow. Whether the examinee succeeds or fails with the second example (1-5-8), proceed to Trial I of Item I.

If the examinee passes either trial of Item I, proceed to Item II. Administer both trials of this and all succeeding items.

Discontinue

After failure on both trials of any item

Scoring

As above. 

Digits Backward Series

Item                                Trial I                               Trial II

1.                                     5-1                                  3-8

2.                                     4-9-3                               5-2-6

3.                                     3-8-1-4                            1-7-9-5

4.                                     6-2-9-7-2                         4-8-5-2-7

5.                                     7-1-5-2-8-6                      8-3-1-9-6-4

6.                                     4-7-3-9-1-2-8                   8-1-2-9-3-6-5

Maximum Score for Digit Span Subtest: 24

(Sum of scores on Digits Forward and Digits Backward)

Visual Memory Span

Materials

Visual Memory Span – Card 1 (with eight red squares for Tapping Forward)

Visual Memory Span – Card 2 (with eight green squares for Tapping Backward)

Description of Task
The two parts of the Visual Memory Span subtest, Tapping Forward and Tapping Backward, are administered separately. On Tapping Forward the examinee watches the examiner touch the red squares on Card 1 in sequences of increasing length, and after each sequence is asked to repeat the performance from memory. On Tapping Backward the examinee watches the examiner touch the green squares on Card 2 in sequences of increasing length, and is asked to repeat the performance in reverse. Administer Tapping Backward even if the examinee does poorly on Tapping Forward.

Directions

The squares on both of the cards are numbered as indicated in the diagram below, from the examiner’s point of view. The examiner must memorise the numbers assigned to the squares in advance to ensure administering the items smoothly and accurately. The tapping sequence for each item is given following these directions, as well as on the Record Form. Care must be taken to keep the Record Form and diagram out of the examinee’s view. 

Tapping Forward

Place Card 1, Tapping Forward, face down in front of the examinee so that the “S” in one corner of the card is facing the examinee, and the “E” in another corner of the card is facing the examiner. Point towards the card and say: On the other side of this card are a number of red squares. When I turn the card face up, I will touch some of the squares, one after another. Watch carefully as I do it, because as soon as I am through, I will ask you to touch the same squares in the same order.

Turn Card 1 over so that the “S” edge of the card is nearest the examinee and the “E” edge of the card is nearest the examiner. Say, watch me. Touch the squares at the rate of one per second, in the sequence indicated for Trial I of Item 1 of the tapping forward series. Pause for 2 seconds and say, Now you do it. Touch the squares I did in the same order. 

Regardless of whether the examinee passes or fails Trial I of Item 1, say, Now we’ll do another one. First watch me, then you touch the same squares I do in the same order. Administer Trial II of Item 1. 

If either trial of Item 1 is passes, say, Let’s try one that’s a little harder, and proceed as before with both trials of Item 2. Thereafter administer both trials of each succeeding item, regardless of whether the examinee passes the first trial. 

Discontinue

After failure on both trials of any item. 

Scoring

Each item is scored 2, 1, or 0 as follows:

2 points if the examinee passes both trials

1 point if the examinee passes only one trial

0 points if the examinee fails both trials

Maximum Score (Tapping Forward): 14

Tapping Forward Series

Item                                          Trial I                             Trial II

1.                                             2-6                                    8-4

2.                                             2-7-5                                 8-1-6

3.                                             3-2-8-4                              2-6-1-5

4.                                             5-3-4-6-1                          3-5-1-7-2

5.                                             1-7-2-8-5-4                       7-3-6-1-4-8

6.                                             8-2-5-3-4-1-6                    4-2-6-8-3-7-5   

7.                                             7-5-6-3-8-7-4-2                 1-6-7-4-2-8-5-3

Tapping Backward

Remove Card 1 and replace it with Card 2, face down, so that the “S” in one corner of the card is facing the examinee, and the “E” in another corner is facing the examiner. The numbering pattern for the squares on Card 2 is the same as that for Card 1.

Then say, This card contains a number of squares like those on the card we just used, except that the squares are green. In this test I’m going to touch the squares one at a time as I did before, but this time when I’m through I want you to touch the squares in reverse order.

Turn Card 2 over so that the “S” edge of the card is nearest the examinee, and say, Watch me.  Tap square 2 and, one second later, tap square 7. Pause for 2 seconds and say, Now you do it. Touch the same squares that I did but in reverse order. If the examinee responds by tapping the squares in the same order, say, Remember, on this part of the test you have to repeat them backward. 

If the examinee responds correctly, say, That’s right, and proceed to Trial I of Item 1. (Note the examiner can check the accuracy of the examinee’s response by reading the numbers on the Record Form from right to left.) If the examinee fails the example, say, No, I touched this square first (tap square 2) and then this square (tap square 7) You are to touch them backwards, like this. Demonstrate by tapping first square 7 and then square 2. Give the examinee a second practice trial, tapping square 8 and then square 1, and then ask the examinee to touch them in reverse order.

Give no help on this second example or on any of the items that follow. Whether the examinee passes or fails the second practice example, proceed to Trial I of Item 1 of the Tapping Backward series.

If the examinee passes either trial of Item 1, proceed to give both trials of Item 2. Thereafter administer both trials of each succeeding item, regardless of whether the examinee passes the first trial.

Discontinue

After failure on both trials of any item.

Scoring

As above

Tapping Backward Series

Item                                              Trial I                          Trial II

1.                                                  3-6                              7-4

2.                                                  6-8-5                           3-1-8

3.                                                  8-4-1-6                        5-2-4-1

4.                                                  4-6-8-5-2                     8-1-6-3-7  

5.                                                  7-1-8-3-6-2                  3-8-1-7-5-4

6.                                                  1-5-2-7-4-3-8               6-7-4-3-1-5-2

Maximum Score for Visual Memory Span Subtest: 26

(Sum of scores on Tapping Forward and Tapping Backward)

