CURRICULUM VITA 

Daniel R. Weir, Ph.D.

EDUCATION:
Ph.D. Geography, minor in Anthropology, Louisiana State University, 2002.

Dissertation Title: No Place to Die: The Poetics of Roadside Sacred Places in Mexico; Miles Richardson, Chair.

M.A. Geography, San Diego State University, 1997. 

Thesis title: Land Use Changes by the Tohono O’odham at Quitovac Oasis, Sonora, Mexico; Janet Franklin and Irisita Azary, Co-Chairs.

B.A. Geography, San Diego State University, 1995. Emphasis in Natural Resource and 

Environmental Geography—Policy Track, with Distinction in Geography.

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS:
Weir, Daniel R. and Irisita Azary. 2001. Quitovac Oasis: A Sense of Home Place 

and the Development of Water Resources. The Professional Geographer. 53(1): 45-55. 

Weir, Daniel R. 2000. Review of “Indian Reservations in the United States: Territory, 

Sovereignty, and Socioeconomic Change” by Klaus Franz. The Professional Geographer. 52(4):765-6.

INVITED PAPERS

May 2, 2000, California State University-Long Beach, College of Liberal Arts. “The Virgin of Guadalupe, the Everyday World, and Death on the Highway: A Poetics of Place in Mexico”

May 2, 2000, California State University-Long Beach, Geography Department. “Seminar on Graduate School Strategies and Success”
PROFESSIONAL PAPER PRESENTATIONS:
March 2002, Los Angeles. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “No Place to Die: Roadside Death Memorials in Mexico.”

March 2001, New York. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “Death Out of Place: The Poetics of a People’s Sacred Landscape.”

May 2000, San Diego. California Geographical Society Annual Meeting. “Blurring Boundaries and Creating Borders: Geopoetics and Sacred Place in Mexico.”

April 2000, Pittsburgh. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “Wink(e)ing Back at the Virgin: Reading the Poetics of Mexico’s Spiritual ‘Roadscape.’” 
October 1998, Baton Rouge. Southwestern Association of American Geographers 

Annual Meeting. “No Place to Die: Roadside Death Markers in the Borderlands of Sonora, Mexico”

March 1998, Boston. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “The Lost 

Treasure of Quitovac”

April 1997, Ft. Worth. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “Quitovac 

Oasis: Indigenous Knowledge and Unsustainable Land Use, an Unseemly Compatibility” 

April 1997, Ft. Worth. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. “Water 

and Justice”  Panel, “Intergenerational Equity and Unsustainable Development, Where is the Justice?” 

February 1997, San Diego. Pacific Coast Council of Latin American Studies. “Quitovac 

Oasis: Politics, Policy, Economics, and Land Use Change” 

December 1996, San Diego State University Student Water Conference, Session speaker, 

“Quitovac Oasis: A Lesson in Arid Lands Hydrology and Geomorphology”

TEACHING EDUCATION:
Techniques of Teaching College Geography Courses, San Diego State University, Fall, 1996. 

This seminar focused upon the practical themes of syllabus and workbook preparation, testing techniques, lecturing skills and leading discussions, using electronic media, grading, course evaluations and sensitive classroom issues. The non-credit seminar was mandated for graduate teaching assistants and lecturers, and presented by various faculty members of the Department of Geography and specialists from other university departments under the direction of Dr. Philip R. Pryde. 

College Teaching and Learning, EDCI 7930, Louisiana State University; Fall 2000. 

This seminar examined concepts, principles, theories, and practices that lead to success in college teaching and learning; actively engaged the participants in analysis and reflection upon college-level instruction; and advocated the importance of effective teaching for the professional success of the new professor. Extensive readings introduced the participants to the scholarship of teaching/learning, contemporary and traditional pedagogical theory, and tools and strategies for teaching large classes. The seminar was taught by the Wm. LeBlanc Alumni Professor of Biology Education, Dr. Jim Wandersee; and the participants’ specialties spanned the sciences, social sciences, humanities and fine arts. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
Teaching Assistant, Physical Geography: The Atmosphere (GEOG 2051). Fall 

1998, Louisiana State University. 

Substitute Lecturer, Introduction to Cultural & Social Anthropology, (ANTH 1003). 

Summer Intersession 1998, Louisiana State University.

Instructor, Physical Geography Lab (GEOG 101L). Fall & Spring 1997, San Diego State 

University.


TA and Tutor, Water Resources (GEOG 574). Spring 1997, San Diego State University.

Substitute  Lecturer, Environmental and Resource Geography (GEOG 370). Fall 1996, 

San Diego State University.  

Substitute Lecturer, Culture Worlds (Geography 312). Fall 1996, San Diego State 

University.

Teacher, Social Studies (6th grade), Sociology, and English Literature (12th grade). 

Fall 1984, Colegio Lincoln, San José, Costa Rica.

Teacher, English (as a foreign language), April-Decenber,1984, Instituto Universal de 

Idiomas, San José, Costa Rica.

Teacher, English (for adult Spanish-speakers), 1982, Walker, Ekede y Lopez Idiomas, 

Mexico City.

RESEARCH AND RELATED ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE:

Independent Field Research: 1999-2000.


Designed and implemented field research of Mexico’s sacred roadside landscape. Located and described approximately 7000 roadside sacred places (approximately 10,000 artifacts) along sixteen transects totaling 14,000 miles. This research and analysis will result in a doctoral dissertation centered on the poetics of death memorials and religion in producing a cultural landscape of resistance.

Graduate Student Assistant: Spring, 1998. 

Editor’s Assistant for Representations of Blackness and the Performance of Identities, Jean Muteba Rahier, ed. 1999, Greenwood Press. Responsible for implementing all aspects leading to the final edit; especially to assure that the essays, or translations, of the five non-Anglophone authors adhered to proper sentence structure, word selection and grammatical rules, without losing their intended meaning, and to pose questions for editor/author clarification.

Independent Field Research: 1995-97.

Designed, developed, and implemented a field research of the hydrology, arid 

lands geomorphology, land use mapping, and cultural ecology of an indigenous 

oasis community in rural northwestern Sonora, Mexico. Field work intermittently 

supervised by Irisita Azary, (currently)Assistant Professor of Geography, CSU 

Long Beach, and Philip Greenfeld, Professor of Anthropology, San Diego State 

University and resulted in M.A. thesis. 

Field Research: 1996-1997. 

Assisted the on-site verification of land-use/land-cover types for: “Changing Land Use Patterns Along the United States-Mexican Border: Effects on Ecosystem Structure and Climate Feedbacks,” sponsored by US-EPA and Southwest Center for Environmental Research and Policy (SCERP), (Principle Investigators: J. Franklin; San Diego State University, R. Balling, A. Brazel, J. Klopatek; Arizona State University). 

Research Assistant: Center for Earth Systems Analysis, SDSU, Fall 1995.

Performed remote sensing and GIS assisted vegetation mapping, and field verification of vegetation types on “Tijuana River Watershed GIS Project.” John O’Leary, Professor of Geography, supervisor. 

HONORS AND AWARDS:
Inducted into Sigma Xi the Scientific Research Society, April, 2000.

1999 Ellinor H. Behre Award for Scientific Writing, from the L.S.U. Chapter of 

Sigma Xi the Scientific Research Society, April, 1999.

Robert C. West Graduate Student Field Research Award, Russell Fund, Spring, 1998.

Graduate Assistantship, Department of Geography and Anthropology, LSU, 1997-99

Graduate Student Teaching Assistant, Department of Geography, SDSU, 1996-97 

B.A. Degree, conferred with Distinction in Geography, SDSU, 1995

Dean’s List, SDSU, 1993-95

Byron Gibbs Scholarship Award for Outstanding Leadership, Alpha Nu Chapter of Alpha 

Gamma Sigma, Palomar College1992-1993. 

Elected to Alpha Gamma Sigma Academic Honor Society, Alpha Nu Chapter of Palomar 

College, 1992.

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS:

Association of American Geographers



Cultural Ecology Specialty Group

Cultural Geography Specialty Group

Geography of Religions and Belief Systems Specialty Group

Values, Ethics and Justice Specialty Group

Qualitative Methods Specialty Group


Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers


Southwestern Association of American Geographers


California Geographical Society


American Anthropological Association



Anthropology of Religion Group



Society for Humanistic Anthropology


Society for Cultural Anthropology
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