Revision Exercises

At, by, during, for, from, in , of , on, over, since, till, under, with

Insert suitable words, choosing them for the above list.

1. I’ve lived _____ this street ______ ten years

2. He has lived ______ 101 Cornwall Gardens ______ 1966.

3. ______ the age ______ 18 he was sent to prison ______ theft.

4. He was ______ prison _______ two years _______ that time he became interested _______ pigeons.

5. There is a parcel of books ______ you ______ the table _______ the hall. ~ 

Oh, there must be ______ my brother. He always sends me books ______ my birthday.

6. We heard that Bill wasn’t ______ arrest but was helping police _____ their enquires. The police are interested ______ a bank robbery which took place ________ Bill’s last holidays.

7. Much Ado About Nothing is ______ Shakespeare, and you’ll find more ______ his plays ______ the book case _______ the corner.

8. As the child was too young to travel ______ herself, they arranged _____ her to travel _______ the care ______ a friend of the family.

9. Have you heard ______ John ________ his return?

Yes, I had a letter ______ Monday. He’s thinking _____ going back _____ America.

10. He was ill ______ a week and ______ that week his wife never left his side.

11. Aren’t you coming ______ us?

No, I’m waiting ______ Tom

But he won’t be ready _____ some time. 

I’m not ______ a hurry. I’ll wait till he’s ready.

12.  I’m very sorry ______ being late. It was good ______ you to wait ______ me. 

13. Passengers may leave bulky articles _______ the stairs _____ the conductor’s permission, but the bus company will not be responsible _____ such articles.

14. Remember to be _____ good time ______opera because if you’re late. They won’t let you _____ the end _____ the act.

15. I want two seats ________ Romeo and Juliet _______ Friday night.

16. ______ spite ______ the heat he refused to take ______ his coat.

17. He was rounded ______ the shoulder _______ a bullet fired _______ an upstairs window.

18. While _______ their way from the coast _______ the mountains they were attacked ________ a jaguar.

19. What platform does the train ______ New York leave ______? Platform 8, and you’d better hurry. It’ll be leaving ______ a minute.

20. He invited me to dinner ______ his club and ______ the meal he asked me ________ advice about his investments.

21. He’s not independent ______ any means. He depends _______ his father _______ everything.

22. He has a picture _______ Picasso and he can’t decide whether to hang it ______ the hall _________ the right as you come _____ or ______ the sitting room ______ the fireplace.

23. I’m tired _______ hearing about Tom and his Picasso. He can hang it ________ his garage _______ all I care!

24. He said he was in debt and asked me ______ a loan ______ $ 50.

25. What’s the cheapest way ______ getting ______ London?

26. I was horrified ______ his appearance. He looked as if he hadn’t slept ______ weeks.

27. When he gets back ______ the office he expects his wife to meet him ______ the door _______ his slippers, and have a hot meal waiting ______ him.

28. Yesterday the children went _______ a walk and didn’t get back ______ 10 p.m. Their mother was furious ______ them _______ coming in so late.

29. Passengers who get ______ or _______ a bus except ______ the official stops do so ______ their own risk.

30. The rows are lettered _______ A to T, beginning ______ the row nearest the stage. So if Tom is sitting _______ B26, and Jack is sitting ________ C26, Tom will be directly _______ front __________ Jack.

31. What’s the best way ______ cooking a fish? Cook it ______ boiling salted water.

32. He was fined ______ parking his car ______ s no-parking area.

33. He opened the door _______ a rusty key and went down the steps ______ the cellar, followed by Bill _______ a torch.

34. The adults worked _______ 6 a.m. to 6 p.m ______ n hour ______ lnck. Boys ______ 18 were not supposed to start _______ 8 a.m. (earlier than 8 a.m.)

35. He died ______ heart failure ______ Tuesday night. His wife is still suffering _________ shock.

36. The house is _______ fire! Send ______ the Fire Station!

Some & any

Insert some or any in the following blanks

1. There’s _____ milk in that bottle.

2. She wanted _____ stamps but there weren’t _____ in the machine.

3. I’m afraid there isn’t ______ coffee left; will you want ______?

4. Is there ______ one here who speaks Italian?

5. I’d like to buy ______ new clothes but I haven’t _______ money.

6. There’s _____ cups in the cupboard but there aren’t ______ glasses.

7. They can’t have ______ more strawberries; I want ______ to make jam.

8. ______ one I know told me ______ of the details.

9. Have you ______ idea who could have borrowed your bicycle?

10. I saw hardly ______ one I knew at the party, and I didn’t get ______ thing to drink.

11. When would you like to come? ______ day would suit me.

12. Are there _____ letters for me?

13. Don’t let ______ one in. I’m too busy to see ______body.

14. ______ thing tells me you’ve got ______ bad news for me .

15. I can’t see my glasses ______where.

16. We didn’t think he’d succeed but he managed ______how.

17. You’re looking very miserable; has _____thing upset you?

18. If you had sense you wouldn’t leave your car unlocked.

19. Scarcely _____ one was wearing a dinner jacket.

20. ______ one who believes what Jack says is a fool.

21. She put her handbag down _____ where and now she can’t find it.

22. Will you have ______ vegetables or ______ fruit?

23. Haven’t you got _____ friends in Rome? I feel sure you mentioned them once.
24. Haven’t you got _____ friend here? You should join a club and get to know people.

25. I see you haven’t ______ maps. Would you like to borrow ______ of mine?

26. _______ one can tell you how to get there. (Everyone knows how to get there)

27. Come and have supper with us if you aren’t doing _____ting tonight.

28. I ______ how imagined the house would be much larger.

29. All the salaries are being paid much later now; it’s _____ thing to do with the computer.

30. He lives _____where in France now.

31. You can’t expect just ______ student to solve the problem. It requires a mathematician.

32. He’s not very well known here but he’s _____ on (important person) in his own country.

33. Where shall we sit? Oh, _______where will do.

34. Is there ______ one moving about downstairs? I heard ______thing falling.

35. Is there ______ one living in that house? It looks deserted. 

36. Would you like ______ thing to drink? There’s ______ very good beer in the fridge.

Tense

Fill in the blanks with appropriate verbs. 

Part I

Dear Sarah,

I _____(be) very sorry to hear about your mother’s illness, and ______(be) glad that you _____(go) to Scotland to see how she is. It ______(be) nice for her to see you.

Of course I _____(look) after Tim. We thoroughly _____(enjoy) having him last year and my dog _____(miss) him when he _____(leave) ad _____(look) for him everywhere. I’m sure he ______(be) delighted to see him again.

You ______(bring) him on Tuesday afternoon? Or, if that ______(not suit), any time on Wednesday. _______(not bother) to bring dog food; I ______(have) plenty. I hope you _____(have) time to have tea with me when you _____(bring) Tim, and that by then you _____(have) better news of your mother.

Love,

Hilda

Part II

Dear Peter, 

You ______(know) when Bob is? I ______(like) to find out because I just _____(hear) of a job that exactly ______(suit) him, but if he _____(not apply) fairly soon of course he _______(not get) it.

I last ____(see) him about a month ago, when he just ________(leave) his job with the film company. He _________(say) he _________(go) to France (had decided to go to France) for a holiday and _________(promise) to send me a postcard with his French address as soon as he ________(find) a place to stay. But I ________(hear) nothing since then and _____(not know) even whether he _________(go) ti France or not. 

If you ___________(know) his address I __________(be) very grateful if you _______(phone) me. 

I_________(try) to phone you several times but your phone _________(not seem) to be working.

Yours,

Jack

Articles

Insert a, an or the if necessary. If there is not necessary, just put a X in it.

1. There was ______knock on ______ door. I opened it and found _____ small dark man in ______ blue overcoat and ________ woollen cap.

2. He said he was  ______ employee of _____ gas company and had come to read ________ meter.

3. But I had ______ suspicion that he wasn’t speaking _____ truth because ________ meter readers usually wear ______ peaked caps.

4. However, I took him to ______ meter, which is in ______ dark corner under ____ stairs (_______ meters are usually in ______ dark corners under ________ stairs).

5. I asked if he had _______ torch; he said he disliked torches and always read ______ meters by ________ light of ________ match.

6. I remarked that if thee was _______ leak in ________ gaspine there might be _______ explosion while he was reading meter.

7. He said, “As ________ matter of _______ fact, there was ________ explosion in _______ last house I visited; and Mr Smith, _______ the owner of _______ house, was burnt in _________ face.”
8. “Mr. Smith was holding ________ lighted match at _______ time of _______ explosion.”
9. To prevent ______ possible repetition of this accident, I lent him _______ torch.

10. He switched on _____ torch, read ______ meter and wrote _______ reading down on _____ back of ________ envelope.

11. I said in _______ surprise that ______ meter readers usually put ______ readings down in ________ book.

12. He said that he had had ______ book but that it had been burnt in fire in ________ Mr. Smith’s house.

13. By this time I had come to ________ conclusion that he wasn’t ___________ genuine meter reader; and ________ moment he left ________ house I rang ________ police.
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