Sentence Structure

A. Eight Categories 

1. Nouns     e.g. table, book, Taipei…
2. Pronouns     e.g. I, you, he…
3. Adjectives     e.g. white, cold, warm…
4. Adverbs     e.g. quickly, loudly…
5. Verbs     e.g. run, speak, is…
6. Prepositions(介系詞)    e.g. at, of, in, on…
7. Conjunctions(連接詞)     e.g. and, but, when…
8. Interjections(感嘆詞)     e.g. Oh, well…
B. Order

1. Normally, a basic sentence contains essential elements: Subject + Verb

e.g. I swim.


  She goes.

· Note that subjects are normally nouns and pronouns

· In a complete sentence, there is ONLY ONE VERB. 

2. If we want to tell the readers more information, we need to add “something” before or after the basic sentence.

a) If we want to let other know that other objects are included in an action. The sentence becomes: Subject + Verb + Object

e.g. I go out with my mother.


   Tom breaks a cup.

b) If we want to describe the subjects or objects more clearly, adjectives are used in front of them. 


e.g. A white car walks in a dark street.

    A fast runner wins this event.

Note that when verb is “be” (i.e. is, am, are, was, were), there is bit different in the order. We need to put it behind the verb.


e.g. Tom is clever.

c) If we want to describe the verb more clearly, adverbs are used after the verbs. Normally(BUT NOT ALL), adverbs are words ended with –ly.

e.g. He runs quickly.


  She speaks slowly.


  He studied hard.

d) Adverbs can also be used in describing adjectives

e.g. He runs very quickly.


  He speaks very loudly.

e) Sometimes, adverbs are also used in giving more information on the whole questions

e.g. Fortunately, she did escape.

f) Prepositions are put in front of nouns or pronouns in order to form certain phrases. According to the grammar, these nouns or pronouns are called objects.

e.g. He is fond of eating.

   She is at the store.

g) Conjunctions are used to link the words, phrases or sentences.

e.g. He and I are honest.

   He did the work and he did it well.

h) Interjections are omitted here.

3. In interrogative and negative sentences, all of them follow certain formats as follows:

a) Use “be” to ask

Be + subject + …… ?

Is he a student?

b) Use bare infinitive to ask

Bare infinitive + subject + ……?

Can he drive a car?

c) Use “do” to ask

Do + subject + ……?

Do you go to school?

Did he study English?

Does he like coffee?

d) Use “who, what, which, whose, how, where” to ask

Who/What/Which/Whose/How/Where + verb + ……?

Who studied hard?

What happened yesterday?

Which is correct?

Where is Toronto?

Whose is this?

Exercise

Rearrange the following to the correct order:

1. midnight/ finish/ I/ I/ by/ hope/ can/ .

2. this/ much/ How/ does/ cost/ ?

3. far/ it/ post/ to/ office/ How/ is/ the/ ?

4. moon/ than/ earth/ larger/ The/ the/ is/ .

5. succeed/ He/ surely/ will/ .

6. it/ wants/ He/ himself/ do/ to/ .

7. homework/ do/ must/ own/ my/ I/ .

8. book/ you/ any/ Have/ other/ ?

9. Mary/ time/ she/ study/ If/ had/ more/ would/ more/ .

10. story/ him/ I/ a/ told/ .

