Must  Mustn’t  

A. Must is a bare infinitive. It does not have the form ( to must, musting, musted). It does not have past tense either. All the verbs right after it must be in the from of infinitive.

For example, “I must get up at five tomorrow.”



  “ We must tell Mother.”
B. “Must” doesn’t have the any other form like “musts”.

C. In the question form, we put “must” at the front like “Must I go” rather than “Do I must?”
D. We cannot put “to” after “must” either.

For example, “He mustn’t find out what’s happening.”



  “ We must get moving as soon as possible.”
E. We use must to say that we feel sure something is true:

· You’ve been traveling all day. You must be tired. (Travelling is tiring and you’ve been travelling all day, so you must be tired.)

· “Jim is a hard worker.” “ Jim? A hard worker? You must be joking. He’s very lazy.”
· Carol must get very bored in her job. She does the same thing every day.

F. Must   mustn’t

	“You must do something.” = it is necessary that you do it:

· Don’t tell anybody what I said. You must keep it a secret.

· We haven’t got much time. You must hurry.

“ You mustn’t do something” = it is necessary that you do not do it (so don’t do it):

· You must keep it secret. You mustn’t tell anybody else. (=don’t tell anybody else)

· It’s essential that nobody hears us. We mustn’t make any noise.


