How long have you (been)……?

A. Study this example situation:

Bob and Alice are married. They got married exactly 20 years ago, so today is their 20th wedding anniversary. They have been married for 20 years.

We say:

They are married. (present)

But How long have they been married? (present perfect)

NOT “ How long are they married?

They have been married for 20 years.

NOT “ they are married for 20 years”
We use the present perfect to talk about something that bean in the past and still continuous now. Compare the present and the present perfect:

· Amy is in hospital.

But She has been in hospital since Monday. (not “ Amy is in hospital since Monday”)

· We know each other very well.

But We have known each other for a long time. (not “ we know”)

· Are you waiting for somebody?

But How long have you been waiting?

Exercise

A. Are the underlined verbs right or wrong? Correct them if they are wrong.

1. Bob is a friend of mine. I know him very well.                   Right

2. Bob is a friend of mine. I know him for a long time.         Wrong: I’ve known

3. Sue and Alan are married since July. _____________________________________

4. The weather is awful. It’s raining again. __________________________________

5. The weather is awful. It’s raining all day. _________________________________

6. I like your house. How long are you living there? ___________________________

7. Graham is working in a sop for the last few months. _________________________

8. I’m going to Paris tomorrow. I’m staying there until next Friday. _______________

9. “ Do you still smoke?” “ No, I gave it up. I don’t smoke for years.” ____________

10. That’s a very old bicycle. How long do you have it? ________________________

