Things to Remember when Writing about Poetry

1. Avoid using the same verbs all the time
See pg. 164 BH
The poem/speaker/author

illustrates

describes

portrays

suggests

indicates

shows

imagines

emphasizes

states

implies

assumes

discusses

says
talks about 

2. Terms to know and use. See Literature readings.
stanza, line, word choice, denotative/denotes, connotative/connotes, speaker, audience, subject, theme, allusion (if applicable), alliteration and assonance (if applicable), metaphor, voice, tone
3. How to integrate direct quotations into your writing. See BH pgs. 398-404. A direct quotation is when you use a word, phrase, or brief passage of someone’s speech or writing exactly. Surround quoted material with beginning and ending quotation marks: The Raven repeated, “Nevermore.”
A. Avoid long quotations (5 or more lines)

B. Treat one line of poetry like short prose passage: enclose it in quotation marks.


1. The author writes, “There are no stars tonight.”

C. Separate two or three lines in quotations with a forward slash / and a space on either side


1. The author compares the stars in the sky to memories. He writes, “There are no stars tonight / But those of memory.”

D. Avoid floating quotations. Always use an identifying tag (for example, He writes/ The poem illustrates / The line emphasizes) followed by a comma to contextualize quotations. 

1. The author compares the stars in the sky to memories. “There are no stars tonight / But those of memory.”
E. If you quote more than three lines of poetry, set them off with special indentation (10 spaces or one inch) and leave off the quotation marks. (For special emphasis, you may set off fewer lines in this manner.) Be sure to reproduce punctuation, capitalization, and indentation exactly as they appear in the poem. Introduce these lines with a complete introductory tag sentence and a colon (:). 
