Rhetorical Context

Subject: The portrayal of someone with mental disabilities in I am Sam
Audience: People who have seen the movie but have not thought about the social implication of Penn’s portrayal.

Purpose: To show my readers that although the creators definitely depict Sean Penn’s character as a capable father, they also make the audience feel sorry for Penn’s character.

Thesis statement: Although the creators portray Sam as a capable and loving father who—like any good parent—fights for his child, they over-pluck the audience’s heartstrings and succumb to stereotypes when they depict him as a victim or object of pity.
