Reading Response Essays
This essay should be your thoughts and feelings about what you read. The first paragraph of your response may be summary, however, the majority of your response should be an analysis, or break down, of what you think about what you read. You should include specific references to the reading in your response to back up your position. Your essay should be 1-2 pages long and use college level writing. You do not have to answer all of the questions below but use them as a springboard for your thoughts.
College level writing includes:

· correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar

· a central point or thesis which guides your response

· clear transitions between sentences and paragraphs

· a central idea or topic sentence which gives focus to your paragraphs

· introductory and concluding paragraphs

· MLA format with regards to spacing, font, header, etcetera

· a title (not Reading Response Essay)
Questions to consider in your response:

1. What do you think the author’s call to write was?

2. What do you think the author wants the reader to think or do?

3. What is the author’s point—the thesis?

4. What is your favorite part of the reading and why?

5. What is your least favorite part of the reading and why?

6. What do you think the author assumes about his or her readers?
7. How does the reading make you feel? Surprised, disturbed, annoyed, thoughtful?

8. What other things (TV shows, books, articles, current events, people, past experiences, commercials, songs, class lectures) does this reading make you think about?

9. Do you think the author’s point is an important one or not?

10. Do you like the author’s voice (the sound of his or her personality)?

11. What do you think about the author’s tone (the attitude the author takes toward his or her audience)?

