Paragraph Organization Strategies

Note: These four principals often overlap and good writing often combines elements. The point is you should have a purpose to your organization. 
I. Deductive (general to specific) or Inductive (specific to general)

A. General to specific details
1. Nissan Pathfinder

2. Transportation

3. SUV’s

4. Automobiles

1. Even within the culture of the South, you will probably find different food preferences.

2. People often foods they associate with their home or region. 

3. It is hard to find a Floridian who has not tried some form of seafood, whether it is shrimp or crab legs. 

4. Food preferences sometimes vary from place to place, though. 

5. Southerners like fried chicken and grits while Southwestern residents gravitate towards Tex-Mex fare like fajitas and rice and beans. 
6. Americans are often known for their baseball stadium hot dogs or their grilled hamburgers.

B. Specific to general details

1. Appliances

2. Technology

3. Blenders 

4. Electric cooking devices

1. On the weekends, I like to go drift boat fishing with my friends off the west coast or read a book on the beach. 

2. My sister-in-law, however, likes to jog and go rock-climbing at Aguille.

3. This is evidence how some people may prefer to be active in their off time and get some exercise while others may prefer a more lazy pursuit. 

4. There are many leisure activities to choose from if you have the time.

II. Chronological Importance (often marked by transitional words such as next, last, after that day, tomorrow, soon, etc.)
1. Rubbed my eyes

2. Hit snooze button

3. Drove to school 

4. Washed my face

5. Put my clothes on

III. In order of Importance (from most to least OR least to most)
Party hard

Meet girls

Find out who I am 

Acquire skills I will need in my future job

Acquire a broad spectrum of knowledge

IV. Spatial (describing things by the space they exist in)
The bright classroom

The overhead projector 

A low humming noise

The eager students 

A wonderful teacher at the lectern

America

Rolling foothills of Tennessee

Rocky Mountains

Midwestern prairies

Texas ranches

