1. What do you remember?
paraphrase, summary, connotation, denotation, types of poetry, speaker, audience, subject, theme

Out, Out and allusion-reference to another thing, event, person, or place to bring certain ideas or connotations to the text; why would an author do this?
What do allusions say about your audience?

Popular Culture Allusions

What is the allusion here to? What does it signify?

1. Working at Fed Ex makes me feel like Peter from Office Space.

2. Jeff Gordon, here, just got two speeding tickets in one month! Can you believe it?

3. Can you believe she’s flirting like that with the bag boy? Who does she think she is, Paula Abdul?

4. There are so many scantily clad women walking around here, you’d think it was South Beach.

5. “You can’t handle the truth!”

6. Travis is the next Mark Macguire.

7. I loved him at first sight. He had me at “hello.”

8. “You talkin’ to me?”

9. “I have the worst headache,” she said.


“Maybe it’s a tumor,” he said in an Austrian accent.

10. There were so many bikers on the Wekiwa trail this weekend, I felt like I was at the Tour de France.

11. It was like he cast a spell on the customer service agents. I expected the next thing out of his mouth to be “these are not the droids you’re looking for!”

12. I don’t know where he stands. He’s like John Kerry in an election year.

13. That’s nice that you have religious values, but could you stop being so George Bush about them for a minute?

14. He got more nominations at the company meeting than Spamelot.
15. The new Dave Matthews album is so bad it makes Busted Stuff sound like Dream of the Blue Turtles.
Try to come up with allusions for the following expressions by thinking of popular people, places, events, movies, songs, or products that represent them. Consider your audience after you choose a reference. Who would know about this reference? Why would you use it instead of just explaining yourself directly?

1. Someone who is really good at predicting the future

2. Something that is bound to fail

3. Someone who lies all the time

4. A here today gone tomorrow trend

5. Two people who will never agree

6. Someone who is deeply in love and overly sappy about it

7. A woman who is promiscuous

8. A product that will sweep the nation

onomatopoeia-attempt to represent a thing or action by the word that imitate the sound associated with it
What words in “Out, Out” are onomatopoetic? 

snarled, rattled
Read Jaberwocky, p. 771

Have volunteers (speaker-father, son, Jabberwock)
Ask students what it is about

Ask students to find out what certain words mean

How can we ascertain a rough meaning of this when there are so many nonsense words? Write for ten minutes
Peruse the dictionary for the next 3 minutes and find a word that you like (it may be familiar or unfamiliar). After you have found it, write about why you picked it, what you like about it for two minutes. 

Make up words for the sound of 

a shoe dropping

a horse galloping

a stomach before lunch grumbling

a baby passing gas 

a bichon friese barking

a pit bull barking

light snow falling

heavy snow falling

a heart in love beating

a hurricane beating against a house

eyes opening after a hangover

Next class?: 

Voice and tone: “This is just to Say” “You Fit Me”

Next class writing workshop how to write an analytical essay about a poem

Responding to a poem in writing: “Somewhere I Have Never Traveled”

