5/12 Notes
How to read a poem (definitely hose-beating but what can you do?)

1. Read aloud twice

2. Paraphrase in writing what happens

3. Try to state the subject and theme of the poem

4. Play with the sensory details. What are the images, sounds, smells, textures in the poem?

5. Look at the word choice the author used. What words are foreign or exciting? What words feel good on your tongue? What words disturb you? What other words could the author have used with similar meanings? Why do you think she chose these words instead?

6. Read the punctuation the author used. How do these act as signs? (stop signs, danger signs, yield signs, no turn on left signs, etc.) 

7. Listen to the speaker’s tone. What is her attitude toward the poem? Is she sarcastic, nostalgic, loving, astonished, etc.?

8. What does the poem look like? Is it short, windy, shaped like a bird?

9. Read the poem aloud again. Let it light on your tongue and just feel it.

Types of poetry (just like types of fiction—documentary, musical, comedy) Lyric, narrative, dramatic, epic, haiku)
Begin by discussing what a paraphrase is: p. 704

Discuss the terms speaker and audience.

Paraphrase “Piano” in a few sentences (10 min)

The poem “Piano” by D.H. Lawrence describes/is about/illustrates/dramaticizes. . .

Discuss reader response method as a lens to look at poetry through for now. Possible interp. 

Reasonable versus unreasonable assumptions. 

The speaker dislikes piano playing so much that it makes him cry. Reasonable?
Have students paraphrase “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers” in groups orally and encourage them to look up words—chivalric, panel--then write individual paraphrases of it.
Do denotation/connotation exercise

break

Go back to poems and have students look at specific words what is the denotation and connotation: Piano-

vista versus view, stretch, length, scope
boom versus crash, bang, wham
tingling versus vibrating
pressing versus pushing
insidious
betrays,

weeps versus cries,

cozy versus

tinkling

clamor 

appassionato

remembrance

The only ways to appreciate words are to read a lot and to listen well because then you will learn how people frequently use certain words
Aunt Jennifer’s

prance

denizens versus inhabitants or citizens

Narrative poetry—Out, Out

allusion

modern day allusions:

If a ship sinks and it was big and tough, we might say it is a modern day Titanic.

Or Bush pulled a Reagan if he was particularly cowboyesque or dramatic

a brief and sometimes indirect ref to a person, place, or thing—fictitious or actual. If you are indecisive about your interp of a poem, maybe it means this or this, I might allude to you as John Kerry, why? Allusions imply a common knowledge between the writer and the reader and act as a shorthand to enrich the meaning of the text.
