My Outline

Title (I Turn My Camera On)
I. Introduction

a. This relationship began because I was always a shy kid who liked to look at people, but I think I was scared that to stare would be rude, so usually I just looked at people when they thought I wasn’t looking.

b. This is the relationship of me to my camera.

c. The nature of the relationship is that my camera lets me go places I would ordinarily be too timid to go. It lets me stop things so I can look at them closer and longer. 
d. My relationship to my camera is like a teenager’s relationship to her first car.
II. The first time I remember really using a camera and having a feeling about it was my mother’s Polaroid camera.

a. I was probably about eight or nine and in the beauty shop where my mother worked. 

b. There were lots of people whose names I don’t remember (possibly call Mom). I do remember my mom and how she looked back then (probably because I still have the photos around) and Mr. Arnold (although I have no idea where that photo went). 

c. My mom used the Polaroid for something (ask her) work related. I think they used to take picture of the beauty school students with it for some reason, but she would let me use it occasionally if I was being antsy to keep me occupied. (I would go there after school with her.) I would go around and take pictures of people in the shop, mostly students because I knew them by name, but sometimes customers too. 

d. I don’t really remember anything that was said (ask Mom).

e. I remember liking the camera’s instant return. I was an impatient child and I liked how I just had to wait a few minutes and I could watch the picture appear slowly on the beige surface, like those blobs they used to show before the movies in the theaters. I remember with Polaroids that even as I got older I would watch for that voila moment, that one second where the blur became the person. I think it’s funny how I used to and people still do blow on the picture or shake it (shake it like a Polaroid picture) to speed up the developing time although I’m pretty sure that does nothing.
