Plagiarism and MLA Works Cited list

Plagiarism is usually the result of improper or missing documentation

Writers may not be aware of what they have to document and how to document it properly

One purpose of reference notes (parenthetical citations and a Works Cited list) is to give credit to the person/people whose work you are taking from.

Another purpose of it is so that someone who reads your paper and thinks the sources are great can find them and read them herself.

What to document: direct quotations, words and ideas from a source, paraphrases and restatements, major sources, and sources within a source.

Don’t document: common knowledge (information that most educated people are expected to know)

MLA requires that you document outside sources in two different ways:
1. in the text of your paper

2. in a Works Cited list

In the text of your paper, you need to give the author’s last name and the page number you took the quotation from. You can do this either in the sentence or parenthetically. 

In the sentence:

Eric Roster writes, “More and more low-wage workers like Gibbons are finding hope for a better life as the living-wage movement gains momentum” (52).

Parenthetically:

The article discusses how “[m]ore and more low-wage workers like Gibbons are finding hope for a better life as the living-wage movement gains momentum” (Roster 52).

If the source’s background or credentials are important, refer to them within your sentence:

Anna Quindlen, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, writes about the racial problems of America in her essay “The Problem of the Color Line.”

Robert Griffen, who has studied the mating habits of piranhas for seventy-five years, notes that they are very emotional and sensitive fish that have been given a bad rap (23). 
If there is no author given, then refer to the full title within the text of your sentence OR an abbreviated title within the parenthetical reference. 

For example, if the article we are reading has no author listed, we might write the article’s title within the sentence:

The article “How Much is a Living Wage?” discusses how “[m]ore and more low-wage workers like Gibbons are finding hope for a better life as the living-wage movement gains momentum.”
Or, the abbreviated article title in the parentheses:
The article discusses how “[m]ore and more low-wage workers like Gibbons are finding hope for a better life as the living-wage movement gains momentum” (“How Much” 52).

Your Works Cited list should be the last page of your paper. Please refer to pages 187-209, 212, and 230 for how to prepare your Works Cited list.  
In small groups, compose a Works Cited page for your source. Follow all punctuation, spacing, and formatting rules in your QA guide. Present your Works Cited list to the class on the doc cam. Be sure to be able to reference a specific source format from your QA guide.
