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When “Guilt Leads to Good”

I. Introduction

A. Begin with the Rahim Kahn direct quotation about how guilt leads to good, it is worthwhile.

B. Summarize basic plot

C. Thesis: Khaled Hosseini movingly shows how redemption is possible in his emotional first novel The Kite Runner.

II. Body

A. Show how Hosseini clearly and compellingly sets up Amir’s need for redemption.

1. How Amir treats Hassan when they play

i. Amir’s jealous attitude towards Hassan because he yearns for Baba’s love

ii. Calls him stupid Hazara in his head

iii. Tells him words mean things other than what they actually do
iv. Amir’s complacence in Hassan’s rape and how he avoids him afterward. Image of sheep not just Hassan but also Amir.
v. Amir’s framing of Hassan with the watch and the money

B. Show how Amir was successfully redeemed
1. Return to Kabul for Sohrab

2. Beaten by Assef

3. Fights for Sohrab (touching)
i. Sohrab disappears and subsequent scene in mosque

ii. Goes to adoption agency 
iii. Sohrab tries to kill himself

iv. Amir fights for Sohrab and takes him to America

4. Address people who would not like the book
i. People who do not like very emotional books.

ii. People who do not like graphic violence.

5. Conclusion

i. Return to Rahim Kahn, but this time use “There is a way to be good again.”

ii. Discuss how powerfully Hosseini moves the reader and makes her feel Amir’s pain and need for fogiveness at the beginning of the novel and the taste we get of him being lighter at the end.

