Integrating quotations from poems into your writing in MLA format.
BH pgs. 401 & 409

Your quotations should always be used as evidence to support your ideas about the poem. 

1. If a quotation can be smoothly integrated into your sentence, do not place a comma before the quotation.
The author compares the evening to “a patient etherized on a table” (3).

The mermaids in the poem are the speaker’s dream women; they represent the real-world beautiful women who will not speak to him. Prufrock notes he does not think that “[the mermaids] will sing to [him]” (125). 

2. If you use an introductory tag (he writes, the poet illustrates, Eliot notes), then use a coma after the tag to introduce the quotation. 

J. Alfred Prufrock is a timid man who is plagued by inner demons that harangue him with questions. He thinks to himself, “And indeed there will be time / To wonder, ‘Do I dare?’ and, ‘Do I dare?’” (37-38).
3. Only reference the line when you quote 3 or more words (my rule).
Prufrock describes himself as “meticulous.”

4. Introduce long quotations with a complete sentence and a colon, leave off the quotation marks, and place the parenthetical reference after the period. Avoid even long quotations over 6 lines. 
Prufrock describes himself as the kind of person content to play second fiddle, one who is always the bridesmaid never the bride, and although he seems to abhor this version of himself, he also seems resigned to it:
No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;

Am an attendant lord, one that will do 

To swell a progress, start a scene or two,

Advise the prince; no doubt an easy tool,

Deferential, glad to be of use,

Politic, cautious, and meticulous. (111-116)
Last advice: 

1. Avoid floating quotations: Prufrock is like one of those old men who roams the Florida beaches with a metal detector day after day. “I grow old . . . I grow old . . . / I shall wear the bottoms of my trousers rolled” (120-121).

2. Do not quote and run. Explain what idea of yours that quote supports.

3. Avoid numerous long quotations. (No more than one should be necessary for a 3-4 page paper.)
