How to read a poem (definitely hose-beating but what can you do?)

1. Read it aloud twice

2. Paraphrase it in writing
3. Try to state the subject and theme of the poem

4. Play with the sensory details. What are the images, sounds, smells, textures in the poem?

5. Look at the word choices the author used. What words are foreign or exciting? What words feel good on your tongue? What words disturb you? What other words could the author have used with similar meanings? Why do you think she chose these words instead?

6. Read the punctuation the author used. How do these act as signs? (stop signs, danger signs, yield signs, no turn on left signs, etc.) 

7. Listen to the speaker’s tone. What is her attitude toward the poem? Is she sarcastic, nostalgic, loving, astonished, etc.?

8. What does the poem look like? Is it short, windy, shaped like a bird?

9. Read the poem aloud again. Let it light on your tongue and just feel it.

