Finding sources through the library databases Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis

What is a database? How to you find reliable information? How do you know it’s reliable?

1. Think about your research question and what information you want to find:

Background of issue

Differing perspectives and support for those perspectives

Current state of issue

2. Develop possible keywords to search with.

3. If you have a college-related issue, LexisNexis Academic has a search strategy which targets University newspapers. Academic Search Premier is an expansive database that covers popular magazines and scholarly journals.
4. Go to UCF’s library website: www.library.ucf.edu 

5. Click on Articles & Databases

6. Click on Databases A-Z (on left sidebar)

7. If you are off campus, enter your activated library card number in the bar on the top of the page. If you are on campus, find the databases you want to search (I recommend Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis Academic for this Core), and click on the database title. Click on Academic Search Premier’s title again when it goes to the second page.
8. Academic Search Premier: Type in keywords using the search parameters “Default Fields.” Specify full text to find the whole article and not just the bibliographic information. As you find sources, you can print them out or e-mail them to yourself to print out later. Be sure to print out the title page when you do (especially if your source is a PDF file) so that you know what MLA format to use later.
9. LexisNexis Academic: Find LExisNExis under “L” in the database listing and click on the title of the database. Click on the Guided News Search tab. For college related issues, under step one select University News. You may want to search just The Chronicle of Higher Education [show them] or University Wire (many college newspapers [show them in database]) for sources on your topic. Search with various keywords and search field as Headline, Lead Paragraph(s), Terms. Print or e-mail source to yourself.

