Diagram “Friend or Foe”

1. What do you think Meck’s main idea is?

“You see, nothing external could mend this torn soul. It had to be fixed internally. As for my old friend, he is now my foe. I see him around but only from a distance. Sometimes, I think he would like us to rekindle those burning desires we once shared but I refuse.”
2. How does Meck want his readers to see alcohol?

As something that though it seems great at the time often masks things in people that need attention. 

--“Those same emotions of that teenage schoolboy came rushing back. Where drinking once removed them, it now magnified those demons.”
3. How does Meck introduce his essay? Par. 1
--describes the beginning of this relationship, even before it was a relationship; describes why he was vulnerable to/ripe for this relationship

--he writes in first person

--idenitifes/names the relationship (him to alcohol)

--makes an analogy (Bradshaw and Swann) that communicates what the relationship is like

4. Where does Meck use specific and sensory details to show rather than tell about his relationship with alcohol?

5. How does Meck’s conclusion echo these ideas but in a different way?

6. What events does Meck weave into a narrative SHOW the evolution of his relationship with alcohol?

--par. 1 intro. --describes the beginning of this relationship, even before it was a relationship; describes why he was vulnerable to/ripe for this relationship

--he writes in first person

--idenitifes/names the relationship (him to alcohol)

--makes an analogy (Bradshaw and Swann) that communicates what the relationship is like

--par. 2-11 describe the actual first day the relationship started, from meeting his connection to his thoughts about him. Notice how Meck’s thoughts about Jim connect back to his feelings of shyness that fostered this relationship with drinking
--par. 12 Overview of time passing in the relationship to the next major encounter
--par. 13-17 bowling league drinking/the day that was the beginning of the end of the relationship
--par. 18 transition to indicate passage of time & catalyst for end of relationship; describes event that happened; how what he felt about alcohol changed
--par. 19 conclusion: offers thesis; returns to intro. Ideas but with different words.

Now you try to map your own essay. Use complete sentences.

I. Introduction

a. Why did this relationship begin? 

b. What is the relationship?

c. What is the nature of the relationship? 
d. What can you compare this relationship to that has the same nature?

II. When was the first time you remember seeing evidence of the relationship?

a. Where were you? 

b. Who was there? 

c. What happened?

d. What was said?
e. Any other details you recall?

f. What are your thoughts/feelings about this event?
III. What was another time you remember seeing evidence of the relationship, and was it any different? In other words, were you any older, had the objects/places/processes changed at all over time?

a. Where were you? 

b. Who was there? 

c. What happened?

d. What was said?
e. Any other details you recall?

f. What are your thoughts/feelings about this even?
IV. What event or change brought the relationship to where it is now?
a. Where did this event or change bring the relationship?

b. Who was involved? 

c. What happened?

d. What was said?
e. How did you feel? What did you think?
V. Conclusion

a. What is the nature of the relationship now? (Thesis)
b. How has your view of the relationship changed since it started?

c. How do you see the future of this relationship?

