Core II: Inquiry and Discovery

Objectives:

· define a research question

· develop a research strategy for investigating the question

· conduct preliminary field research

· write a proposal justifying further research

	Week
	Topics Covered
	Reading Homework

	6

Feb. 8-10
	Introduction to Core II: Inquiring into Communities

Composing a research question
	Read pgs. 327-361 in AIC for 2/10

Read pgs. 464-471 and pgs. 561-570 in AIC and answer questions on pg. 464  and 563 for 2/13

	7

Feb. 13-17
	Discussion of “What is News?”

Discussion of “The Bribed Soul”

Research Questions Worksheet due Feb. 15

Primary and secondary sources: developing a search strategy for your question

Conducting research on the web: evaluating sources
	Read pgs. 127-137 and 149-173 in QA for 2/15 (bring book to class this week) 

Find out: What is plagiarism? Who plagiarizes? How often does plagiarism occur? Where does plagiarism usually occur? Due  3/24

Read “Take the Fish” (online) for 2/22

	8

Feb. 20-24
	No class 2/20: research day

Conducting observations

Plagiarism information due 2/24

MLA format and plagiarism workshop
	Read pgs. 180-233 in QA (read prose sections and look over how to use the manual) for 2/22 (bring book to class all week)

Read pgs. 110-118 in QA for 2/27

	9

Feb. 27-Mar. 3
	MLA continued

MLA quiz/Diction workshop
Organization of Core II

Assign self-guided library tour: complete by Mar. 10
	Read pgs. 34-450 in QA for 3/1 (bring book all week)

	10

Mar. 6-10
	Core II Rough Draft due Mar.  6 for Peer Rev.

Understanding transitions and checking for paragraph coherence

Core II Final Draft due Mar. 10
	Read pgs. 28-34 in QA for 3/8 (bring to class all week)


Assignment: Complete the following steps and include them in your Core II folder

1. Define a research question 

Complete worksheet and submit two questions for approval on _______. Include approved question and Finding an Issue worksheet in folder. 

2. Write a search strategy about how you plan to go about your research and include the following. Submit this to me on _______.

· 10 Keywords pertinent to your search

· 3 Internet search engines you will use

· 2 places where you think you will conduct observations and what you think you might find (1 of each community or environment that is part of the rhetorical situation)

3. Using your search strategy, collect four texts (articles, Web sites, government documents, etc.) that offer

· background on your question: when and where did this issue begin to be an issue, for whom is it an issue, in what specific ways is it an issue for them

· who are the authoritative voices on your question: these may be people, organizations, or groups

· multiple viewpoints on your question: what do differing perspectives think about this issue and what support do they offer for their perspective

4. Conduct two observations. 

· Choose areas that are directly related to your research question: these may be lectures, exhibits, evidence of the medium at work (e.g., watching 4 hours of local television news coverage on different stations), people riding the bus, etc.

· Take notes on who, what, where, when, and why (1 page for each observation).

· Analyze the information you have gathered. How does it support or conflict with the information you have gathered so far?

5. Compose a 3-5 page proposal in which you persuade your readers that this issue deserves further investigation
· Include the story of your research process: what did you know about this topic, what generated your interest in it specifically, what did you learn about this topic, and what would you like to learn about this topic. 

· Trace the history of your research question’s specific issue: How, why, when and for whom did this become an issue?

· Include what you learned through your observations. How does the information you gathered there reflect or defy the information in the texts you read?
· Discuss multiple viewpoints on the problem by identifying at least two claims, their supporting reasons, their assumptions, and the communities that support each claim.
Format:

· MLA format (see QA)

· 3-5 pages (not including your Works Cited page)

· Title page with rhetorical context and thesis statement

· Make sure your name, class, and class time are clearly written on the front of your folder

Include in the folder:

· Your Finding a Research Question worksheet

· Your approved research question

· Your search strategy (typed)

· Your four texts 

· Your observation notes

· Your observation analysis (typed)

· Your rough draft

· Your peer review

· Your final draft

· Core II grading rubric

Composition Grading Rubric ENC 1102: Core Two—Inquiry and Discovery                                     Name_________________________________

	Score


	Content /Organization
refers to topic; thesis; order and focus of ideas; integrated and documented support; presents multiple perspectives; awareness of diversity 

20
	Diction 

refers to using words appropriate to the audience and purpose; choosing words for deliberate effect

20
	Sentence structure refers to positioning and varying sentence length and rhythm to create a deliberate effect; fragments are a rhetorical choice

20
	Research and Documentation

Refers to the synthesis and integration of varied and credible research; uses current MLA (or other) citation style; avoids plagiarism

20
	Grammar/ mechanics 

refers to spelling, word usage, grammar, punctuation, and ability to proofread

20

	Outstanding

19-20/20


	Well-defined, insightful focus and examination of problem and context; presents multiple viewpoints that show an understanding of diversity; graceful transitions
	Compelling word choice, demonstrating insightful use of figurative language
	Sentences are carefully formed and positioned with attention to emphasis, rhythm and pace to engage the reader
	Meaningful integration of varied and credible research; mastery of paraphrasing, summarizing, and quoting from sources; correct documentation style
	Demonstrates mastery of grammar, creating compelling prose; few to no errors

	Strong

16-18/20
	Clear focus and examination of problem; logical progression of ideas with multiple perspectives showing an understanding of diversity; smooth transitions
	Specific word choice including metaphor and analogy
	Sentences show variety in length, pattern, and rhythm
	Clear integration of varied research using correct documentation 
	Demonstrates understanding of most grammar; spell check errors remain

	Satisfactory

14-15/20
	Conventional focus and related support; unbalanced perspective showing some awareness of diversity; adequate transitions
	Conventional word choice 
	Sentences show some variation in pattern and are linked with appropriate transitions
	Integrates conventional arguments as support; documentation has few errors
	Occasional errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation 

	Limited

12-13/20
	Analysis unclear or lacking insight; inconsistent organization; transitions do not connect ideas
	Vague, ordinary word choice with clichés and jargon
	Simple sentences are frequent with occasional fused sentences and fragments
	Weak integration of research; no or little attention to other perspectives; multiple errors in documentation 
	Frequent errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation

	Flawed

0-11/20


	No identifiable analysis; no meaningful discussion of  the text; no control of organization and/or transitions
	Word choice doesn’t fit audience or purpose
	Awkward and unclear sentences; little variety; frequent run-ons and fragments
	Poor use of documentation; questionable plagiarism; no attention to research
	Continuous errors in sentence structure, verb agreement, pronoun reference, spelling and punctuation


