Before you begin your Core IV persuasive essay, you need to identify 2 things:
1. Your purpose in writing

and

2. Your _______________ (a group who has some power to do something)
Your purpose should be to persuade audience X that your solution to the problem your issue presents is a workable and effective one.

So, you first need to identify:

1. What is your research question?

2. What is your answer to your question?

3. What is the social or political problem(s) you that your issue presents?

For example,

1. Are high school students prepared for college?

2. Many high school students are but a significant number are not.

(Don’t be afraid to be thoughtful and have a qualified answer rather than a black or white “Yes they are” or “No they are not.” Either/or answers generally oversimplify the issue and lead your audience to believe you have not really thought it through.

3. 

· Many students feel overwhelmed their first year because they do not possess adequate time management, writing, reading, and math skills necessary to succeed in college. Because of this, they may fail classes, become so frustrated they drop out of college or transfer to a two-year college, or suffer from low self-esteem.
· Teachers find a significant number of students do not have the necessary skills, so they may lower their standards in order to teach to the whole class. This may leave those who entered with the necessary skills bored and disinterested. 

· Teachers may inflate grades in order to retain those who are barely afloat.
(Note: There is often more than one problem and sometimes you need to think about the issue from different communities’ perspectives to identify them. Try to find at least two.)

Now, take six minutes and write down your answers to these questions. We are going to share.

T-P-S

4. All right. So now that you are clear about the problem, you need to think about what may work as a solution. What action or change in thought could help our audience solve this problem?

Brainstorm as a class. 

Good. Now you brainstorm possible workable solutions to your problems. Keep in mind, you are trying to gear these solutions toward a specific audience. 

T-P-S

5. This solution is your rough draft thesis. 
My audience: UCF students

My solution:

Teachers in freshman classes should identify struggling students through diagnostic essays or exams the first week and encourage these students to take advantage of free academic support through SARC and the UWC. All students who have below a 3.3 GPA should take a college success course their first semester. 
A final draft may look more like: Because many freshmen are unprepared for college’s demands, incoming students should be more aware of the pitfalls and take advantage of the school sponsored support available to them. 

Talk about what my assumptions are: this solution and audience versus targeting teachers and retention.

In interviews, I would have asked if students are aware of all the support they have on campus.

http://firstyear.sdes.ucf.edu/

http://transfer.sdes.ucf.edu/

Possible organization:

I. Introduction  (1-2 paragraphs)
A. Uses a purposeful strategy, such as 

B. Introduces topic—what it is, how it began, defines any key terms or abbreviations that may be unfamiliar to audience

II. Outlines problems the issue presents

A. Problem #1(1-2 paragraphs): whose problem it is and how specifically it is a problem. For example, tell a story about a student who passed high school with good grades but is struggling through classes.

B. Problem #2 (1-2 paragraphs): whose problem it is and how specifically it is a problem. Discuss time management and how many students who have the necessary academic skills have difficulty with procrastination and juggling work, school, and a social life. 

C. Problem #3 (1-2 paragraphs): whose problem it is and how specifically it is a problem. Discuss issue from a teacher’s point of view or from the point of view of a student who is prepared and feels classes are catering to the lowest common denominator. 
III. Presents solution to problems (thesis statement) and explains how it would work specifically. (2-3 paragraphs)

For example, outline the various programs available, their websites, and services. Look up information on college success course in UCF catalog and describe it to students

IV. Offer vision of what end result would look like. (1 paragraph)

More students prepared and able to reap the most from their college experience. Increased teaching levels and students retention. Other students are challenged and intellectually stimulated. 

V. Address objections others may have to your solution (protesters may say. . .) (1 paragraph)

IV. Conclusion—leaves readers with something good and meaningful; inspires readers to act on solution. 

A. Discuss importance of college success for workforce and personal satisfaction. 
B. End with quotation: “No period of my life has been one of such unmixed happiness as the four years which have been spent within college walls.”
Horatio Alger (author of educational and virtuous books for youth)
